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AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY., 


OUR NEW YEAR. 


For the fourth time we have the pleasure of wishing our readers “ A 
Harry New Year,” and as it may conduce to the happiness of the more 
earnest philatelists te know the good things we have in store for them, we 
are pleased to announce that we have engaged the services of several of the 
ablest English philatelic writers to prepare articles for the fifth volume 
These, together with our American authors, who have raised the Journat 
to the first place in the literature of the science, will furnish articles during 
the year on the stamps of the following countries :—-Cashmere, the Deccan, 
St. Domingo, Russia (locals), and Antioquia, together with the remainder 
of the articles on the Confederate States and United States locals. An 
early and accurate description of all new issues, illustrated with coloured 
engravings of the principal stamps, will receive the same attention as 
heretofore. We shall also publish, as early as possible, descriptions of all 
known counterfeits. Original articles from collectors of every variety of 
opinion will also find a place in our pages. Carefully prepared descriptive 
lists of all revenue stamps will be a prominent feature of the new volume. 
It is the intention of the publishers to present reprints of some of the scarce 
Confederate locals with different numbers of the Journal, and we can 
confidently promise our readers that the fifth will be the best volume in 
every particular yet published. 

Before closing this chapter, we beg to thank our subscribers and 
contributors for their kind assistance and support, and shall endeavour to 


merit a continuance of the same, 
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A CALIFORNIAN POST-OFFICE. 
By Bayarp Taynor, Esa. 
Secretary of Legation to the United States of America. 


A pay or two after my arrival in San Francisco the steamer Unicorn 
came into the harbour, being the third which bad arrived without bringing 
a mail. These repeated failures were too much for even a patient people 
to bear; an indignation meeting in Portsmouth-square was called, but a 
shower, heralding the rainy season, came on in time to prevent it. 
Finally, on the ‘last day of October, on the eve of the departure of 
another steamer down the coast, the Panama came in, bringing the 
mails for July, August, and September, all at once! Thirty-seven mail- 
bags were hauled up to the little Post-Offive that night, and the eight 
clerks were astounded by the receipt of forty-five thousand letters, besides 
uncounted bushels of newspapers. I was at the time domic iled in Mr. 
Moore’s garret, and enjoying the hospitalities of his plank-table; I 
therefore ‘offered my services as elerk-extraordinary, and was at once 
vested with full powers, and initiated into all the mysteries of counting, 
classifying, and distributing letters. 

The Post-Office was a small frame building of one story, and not more 
than forty feet in length. The entire front, which was graced with a 
narrow portico, was appropriated to the windows for delivery, while the 
rear was divided into three small compartments—a newspaper room, a 
private office, and kitchen. There were two windows for the general 
delivery, one for French and Spanish letters, and a narrow entry at one 
end of the building, on which faced the private boxes, to the number of 
five hundred, lease d to merchants and others at the rate of 1.50 dols. per 
month. In this small space all the operations of the office were carried 
on. The rent of the building was 7,000 dols. a year, and the salaries of 
the clerks from 100 to 300 dols. monthly, which, as no special provision 
has been made by Government to meet the expense, effectually confined 
Mr. Moore to these narrow limits. For his strict and conscientious 
adherence to the law he received the violent censure of a party of the 
San Franciscans, who would have had him make free use of the Government 
funds, 

The Panama’s mail-bags reached the Office at about nine o’clock. The 
doors were instantly closed, the windows darkened, and every preparation 
made for a long siege. The attack from without commenced at about the 
same time. There were knocks on the doors, taps on the windows, and 
beseeching calls at all corners of the house. The interior was well 
lighted; the bags were emptied on the floor, and ten pairs of hands 
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engaged in the assortment and distribution of their contents. The work 
went on rapidiy and noiselessly as the night passed away, but with the 
first streak of daylight the attack commenced again. Every avenue of 
entrance was barricaded; the crowd was told through the keyhole that 
the Office would be open that day to no one: but it all availed nothing. 
Mr. Moore’s Irish servant could not go for a bucket of water without 
being surrounded and in danger of being held captive. Men dogged his 
heels in the hope of being able to slip in behind him before he could lock 
the door. 

We laboured steadily all the day, and had the satisfaction of seeing 
the huge pile of letters considerably diminished. Towards evening the 
impatience of the crowd increased to a most annoying pitch. They 
knocked ; they tried shouts and then whispers, and then shouts again; 
they implored and threatened by turns; and not seldom offered large 
bribes for the delivery of their letters. ‘Curse such a Post-Office and 
such a Postmaster!” said one; “Ill write to the Department by the 
next steamer. We'// see whether things go on in this way much longer.” 
Then comes a messenger slyly to the back door: “ Mr. sends his 
compliments, and says you would oblige him very much by letting me 
have his letters. He won’t say anything about it to anyhody.” <A 
clergyman, or perhaps a naval officer, follows, relying on a white cravat 
or gilt buttons for the favour which no one else can obtain. Mr. Moore 
politely but firmly refuses ; and so we work on, unmoved by the noises of 
the besiegers. The excitement and anxiety of the public can scarcely be 
told in words. Where the source that governs business, satisfies affection, 
and supplies intelligence, had been shut off from a whole community for 
three months, the rush from all sides to supply the void was irresistible. 

In the afternoon, a partial delivery was made to the owners of private 
boxes. It was effected in a skilful way, though with some danger to the 
clerk who undertook the opening of the door. On account of the crush 
and destruction of windows on former occasions, he ordered them to form 
into line and to enter in regular order. They at first refused, but on 
his counter-refusal to unlock the door, complied with some difficulty. 
The moment the key was turned, the rush into the little entry was 
terrific; the glass faces of the boxes were stove in, and the wooden 
partition seemed about to give way. In the space of an hour the clerk 
took in postage to the amount of 600 dols.; the principal firms frequently 
paid from 50 to 100 dols. for their correspondence. 

We toiled on till after midnight of the second night, when the work 
was so far advanced that we could spare an hour or two for rest, and still 
complete the distribution in time for the opening of the windows at noon 
the next day. So we crept up to our blankets in the garret, worn out by 
forty-four hours of steady labour. We had scarcely begun to taste the 
needfal rest, when our sleep, deep as it was, was broken by a new sound. 
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Some of the besiegers, learning that the windows were to be opened at 
noon, came on the ground in the night, in order to have the first chance 
for letters. As the nights were fresh und cool, they soon felt chilly, and 
began a stamping march along the portico, which jarred the whole 
building, and kept us all painfully awake. This game was practised for 
a week after the distribution commenced, and was a greater hardship to 
those employed in the office than their daily labours. One morning, about 
a week after this, a single individual came about midnight, bringing a 
chair with him, and some refreshments. He planted himself directly 
opposite the door, and sat there quietly all night. It was the day for 
despatching the Monterey mail, and one of the clerks got up at about four 
o’clock to have it in readiness for the carrier. On opening the door in 
the darkness, he was confronted by this man, who, seated solemnly in his 
chair, immediately gave his name in a loud voice: “ John Jenkins!” 

When, finally, the windows were opened, the scenes around the office 
were still more remarkable. In order to prevent a general riot among 
the applicants, they were recommended to form in ranks. This plan 
once established, those inside could work with more speed and safety. 
The lines extended in front all the way down the hill into Portsmouth- 
square, and on the south side across Sacramento-street to the tents among 
the chapparal; while that from the newspaper window in the rear 
stretched for some distance up the hill. The man at the tail of the 
longest line might count on spending six hours in it before he reached the 
window. Those who were near the goal frequently sold out their places to 
impatient candidates, for ten, and even twenty-five dollars ; indeed, several 

ersons in ‘want of money, practised this game daily, as a means of 

living! Vendors of pies, cakes, and newspapers established themselves 
in front of the office, to supply the crowd, while others did a profitable 
business by carrying cans of coffee up and down the lines. 

The labours of the Post-Office were greatly increased by the necessity 
of forwarding thousands of letters to the branch offices, or to agents 
among the mountains, according to the orders of the miners. This part 
of the business, which was entirely without remuneration, furnished 
constant employment for three or four clerks. Several persons made 
large sums by acting as agents, supplying the miners with their letters, 
at one dollar each, which included the postage from the Atlantic side. 
The arrangements for the transportation of the imland mail were very 
imperfect, and these private establishments were generally preferred. 

Vells, Fargo, and Co. are already prominent for the cheap transporta- 
tion of letters to and from New York, their charge for conveying a letter 
overland, in ten days, being but one dollar. 
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COUNTERFEIT STAMPS. 


By “ Avena.” 


CounrERrFe!It stamps began to make their appearance almost as soon as 
originals found purchasers. The early forgeries, however, were mostly coarse 
imitations, and were easily detected ; but as the demand for scarce varieties 
increased, the scoundrels who made a living by swindling little boys, or 
getting big ones to do it for them, took more care in preparing their dies 
and printing the imitations, till at the present time some of the productions 
almost baffle detection. We lately saw some forgeries of the Australian 
Mercury newspaper-stamps that were so perfectly executed that they were 
sold as reprints (from the original dies) to many of the oldest dealers, who 
were completely deceived by them. The early counterfeiters usually copied 
old and scerce stamps, and sold them to collectors themselves; but the 
modern forger counterfeits all the colonials and better class of cheap stamps 
as soon as they appear, and sells them to unprincipled dealers as fac similes, 
who retail them as genuine. Hundreds of pages have been written 
describing these stamps, and, wa think, with very little effect, as the class 
who purchase of the boys who usually sell these counterfeits do not 
rally subscribe to or read the philatelic papers. 
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There is another class of counterfeits that are getting more common daily, 
and we do not think that the attention of the public has yet been called to 
them ; we allude to stamps printed from the dies used for illustrating stamp 
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magazines. For some time past all the stamps issued during the month have 
been engraved on the Continent, and electrotypes of them supplied to the 
different publishers, who add to them engravings of their own when they 
obtain any rarity worth illustrating. This plan’ has the advantage of 
diffusing accurate representations of new issues all over the world much 
‘sooner than they could otherwise be laid before the | stamp-collecting 
fraternity. But it has a great drawback, inasmuch as it distributes a number 
of accurate dies of different stamps into so many hands that it is impossible 
to find out who has used them dishonestly. It requires but little brains 
for anyone to write to some publisher and order a few electrotypes of 
engravings “to illustrate a price list with,” and then print them in the correct 
colours, cut off the representation of the perforation, gum and post-mark 
them, and then sell them as genuine. On the preceding page we have given 
a few of the magazine illustrations that we have seen used for this shameful 
purpose, but of course this is not five per cent. of those that have been so 
used. It would well repay the trouble to compare any doubtful stamps with 
the illustration of it in any stamp paper, and if it is found to be from the 
same die, or is exactly the same as the picture of it, you may be sure it is 
a counterfeit. 


AUCTION SALES. 


Any colleztér who had laid aside his album for a few years, and then com- 
menced to complete it, would be surprised at the low prices marked for most 
stamps in the dealers’ catalogues, the greater part being priced at one 
quarter the figures of 1865; and one stamp that was sold at 10 dols. is 
now offered for 10 cents; others have fallen from 2 dols. to 5 cents. As 
“there is no rule without an exception,” of course there are some here, and 
it is with these exceptions that we have now todo, (Certain stamps have 
risen in value, till they are now priceless, and the value is simply what the 
owner chooses to ask. The highest we have known a stamp sell for is 
100 dols., but we have seen one marked £50 in a shop window; and, 
although it may not find a ready sale at that price, it is simply a matter of 
time: we firmly expect to see stamps sell up in the hundreds of pounds if 
we live to be anything like old. The great difficulty is to determine the 
value of a scarce stamp. We look for the price of it in vain in the dealers’ 
lists, as they, not having it, cannot of course honestly say what they can 
sell it for. These remarks reply equally to locals, essays, and uncatalogued 
varieties ; and, as far as we know, there is only one way to find their value, 
and that is, to offer them at a well-advertised public auction, and whatever 
they bring is their true value. 
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The idea of selling stamps at auction like rare books originated with Mr. 
Scott nearly two years ago, and several sales of postage stamps have since 
taken place under his management. ‘This method of disposing of a col- 
lection rapidly gained favour in this country, as the great advantages were 
at once apparent to all. The owner was not obliged to take whatever price 
the dealers chose to offer for his collection, and by offering it at auction he 
was certain to get the full value for it, as every collector would give as much 
for a stamp at auction as he would of a dealer, and of course each dealer 
would make a bid on every lot, amounting to as much in the aggregate as 
he would give for the coilection, so the seller was certain to get as much as 
was originally offered him, with the additional advantage of having every 
dealer bid high for particular stamps that he wanted. ‘The commission 
for selling being slight in comparison to the advantages gained. Dealers 
were well pleased with this mode of disposing of a large collection, as they 
each had the same opportunity of obtaining what they desired ; or, if it 
sold too high for them, of making a commission on the amount from some 
aristocratic buyer. Collectors were, perhaps, the best suited of any, and 
they never failed to flock to the sale-rooms. Rich ones could make certain 
of all the choice stamps they desired, and small collectors could always buy 
a few dollars’ worth at half the list prices, although some who do not have 
their eyes open pay double what they can buy the same stamps of a dealer 
for. We felt certain to hear of our Transatlantic cousins getting up auc- 
tion sales immediately they heard of the great success of ours, but, strange 
to say, nothing of the kind has come off there, or at least none have been 
advertised. Perhaps now that both the gentlemen who have conducted 
them here are over there, our English friends will embrace the opportunity 
and get out a catalogue of rarities that will astonish us, 


NOTES ON SOUTH AMERICAN STAMPS. 


In the first volume of Zhe Philatelist, page 38, is the following, which is 
evidently intended to set at. rest the question of the ownership of the 
portrait borne by the Chilian postage stamps: “It may not be irrelevant 
to note here the recognition of the head on the Chilian stamps, so long 
considered to be that of Columbus, but which is now unanswerablv ascer- 
tained to be a portrait of Ramon Freyre, governor of Concepcion.” It seems 
very strange that, of all the presidents, &c., of Chili, Freyre should have 
been the one chosen on whom to confer this honour (if it be one); for as 
far as I have been able to learn, stamps for Chili were not contemplated 
by him during his presidency, or afterwards, nor has he done anything to 
entitle him to have his portrait engraved on the stamps of his country. 
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Be this as it may, I trust the following translation, from the Post-office 
Ordinance of Chili, may be considered a still more satisfactory answer to 
this question :— 


Chap. viii., clause 132: ‘‘ In order to facilitate the prepayment of letters, the Postmaster- 
. General shall take care to issue, for the present, three kinds of postage stamps of the value 
of 5, 10, and 20 cents. All of them shall bear the bust of Columbus, the inscription ‘ Correos- 
Porte-franco-C hile,’ and the designation of their respective values.” 


Now, turning to vol. iii. of The Philatelist, p. 109, in explanation of the 
word “Colon” on the above-mentioned stamps, it is stated “that it is the 
port to which the stamp franks the letter.” This, again, I beg leave to 
correct. “Colon” is merely the Spanish for the Italian “ Colombo,” and 
refers only to the portrait of Columbus. Allowing that at first the stamps 
paid letters only as far as Colon, it is to be supposed that in a new issue 
the word would have been omitted, since, long before the present set made 
its appearance, the old stamps franked letters to any part of the United 
States, Cuba, &c. 

In the translation given above, it will be seen that no mention is made 
of the 1 c. stamp of the first emission ; this is explained by the fact, that, 
though nominally a postage stamp, it is in reality a fiscal. The same 
remark applies to the 1 ¢. “and 2c. of the present issue. The foilowing 
may be taken as proofs of this (1) The lowest rate of postage in Chili 
is 5 c. the } oz. (about 24d.) ; and (2) they are not sold at the post-office. 
It might, however, be suggested Abs they were used for local postage, or 
the payment of newspapers. In both these cases no postage is charged ; 
and the only time the post-office is employed for the delivery of local 
letters, i8 in the case of the addressee having a box in the office; otherwise 
they would be left till called for. It may not be out of place here to state 
that newspapers, &e., from Chili to anv country in South America, and 

vice versd, are carried gratis. It is not to be denied, however, that letters 
may be, and sometimes are, paid by 1 c. and 2 c. stamps. The same 
thing happens in Bolivia at present. 

It may not here be out of place to correct a few of the mistakes made in 
describing some of the Central and South American stamps. In the 
Bolivian stamps, the bird surmounting the oval shield is a condor, not an 
eagle. The animal called by Mr. Atlee a “ Noah’s-ark-looking sheep,”’ is 
a guanaco. A condor figures also in the Colombian arms. 

Again, looking through stamp catalogues, I find the stamps of Bolivia, 
Costa Rica, Salvador, &c., described as “ mountain landscape,” “‘ sea view,” 
“volcano,” &c., respectively ; whereas I see no reason why they should 
not be described as “arms,” which the landscapes, flags, &c., on the above- 
mentioned stamps, represent.— The Philatelist. 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 
New Graxapa.—We annex cuts of the 2 centavos of the Confederation, 
and the 5 c. and 10 c. lately issued by the State of Tolima; they were all 
described in the last number. 





Sr. Dominco.—The lazy negroes who inhabit this 
beautiful island know more than we had ever given 
them credit for, as they appear to have discovered a way 
to make money without working, by supplying collectors 
with their beautifully designed stamps printed in every 
variety of colour. The last batch that came over are 
printed as follows :—} real, arms blue, value and correos 
in black, on pink paper, 1 real black on green. We annex 
an engraving of the latter. In a few months we expect 
to have them in as many colours as the Hamburg locals. 

Grrmany.—The expected series of stamps for the German Empire have 
now made their appearance. The design consists of the arms embossed 
; without colour in circle on engine-turned ground inscribed DEUTSCHE REICH- 
post (German Government post) in half circle above, value in straight line 
below, with denomination in numerals in lower corners, the whole enclosed 
in solid border extending from one stamp to the other There is a set for 
each section of the Empire. The colours and values are :— 








Norra. Sour. 
1 groschen, mauve. 1 kreuzer, green 
; - green. 2 » orange. 
4 “ orange. 3 » rose. 
1 rose. 7 ,»  ultramarine. 
2 ‘s ultramarine. 18 » pale brown. 
5 pale brown. 


They are unwatermarked and perforated. 

There are two envelopes of a similar design, the values being respec- 
tively, 1 groschen and 3 kreuzers; bo.h impressed in rose. Two news- 
paper bands complete the set. ‘hey are valued at 4} groschen and 
1 kreuzer ; colour, green for both. 

New Zearanv.—The Philatelist reports the appearance of the 1 penny 
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in brown, and the 6 pence in blue; if this is correct, we should suppose 
the colours of the entire series would be changed. 

Kayprt.—The pink official for Alexandria has changed its inscription to 
FORTE KHEDEIVE EGIGIANE. The characters in the centre are also 
changed. 

Natat.—The shilling stamp of. this colony is now inscribed Postrace 
in block letters in a half circle on the lower part of the oval im the same 
colour as the stamp itself, and is evidently printed from an altered die. 

Worremsurc.—-The 1 kreuzer envelope stamp, is now impressed in the 
same colour on newspaper bands. 

SwitzeERLaANnD.— We have an interesting set of Post-office order eards of 
this Republic for general use throughout the cantons, inscribed directions 
being printed thereon in French, German, and Italian. Coupons are 
separable by means of rouletted perforations, and places for stamps of the 
receiving and emitting offices, are marked out. The impressed. stamp 
which denotes the purchasable value of the card, according to the sum 
required for transfer, is a small oblong oval, impressed in colour, the word 
TAXE above and Tassa below;as also the central numerals of value and some 
ornamental additions being in relief. Those for internal use are white, 
stamps and inscriptions coloured : 

20 (centimes, centesimi, rappen) vellow. 
30 a blue. 

30 sal mauve. 
60 . rose pink. 


The cards available for transmission to Germany, Austria, and Hungary 
are yellow, 


5 (centimes, centesimi, rappen) black. 
10) s » ma green. 
5 i te vermilion. 
—The Philatelist. 

FinLanp.—This province seems, in postal matters, to be always in 
advance of the rest of the Russian empire. It is now using post-cards, 
whilst the St. Petersburg Post-office has not yet issued those which are 
intended for the “ governments” under its control. The Finnish card is a 
handsome one, larger than most of the others, and the design is printed 
in green on buff, an excellent combination. The exterior frame is com- 
posed of an Etruscan border, and in the centre of the card is the 
Inscription KORRESPONDANSKORT in an arched line, with FOR FINLAND 
below. An impression from the die of the 8 pennia adhesive, occupies 
the left upper corner, and the contrast is striking between its rough 
outlines and the finished engraving of the inscription and border. 

We should add that below the legend the usual lines for the address 
appear, and are accompanied by the words T1LL and BESTAMMELSEORT in 
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caligraphic characters; beneath these again come some short directions, 
printed in block type ; and the back of the card is ruled with five dotted lines. 

Together with the card we have received a kind of stamp which will 
have to be classed “ all by itself.” When a registered letter is delivered, 
the receiver, under certain circumstances, may have to give (or must give, 
for we are not certain whether it is obligatory on his part to do so) a 
stamped receipt for it, which is returned (free) by the Post-office to the 
sender. The receipt form is about six inches by three and half, and bears 
an impression of the 10 pen. adhesive, in rose in the upper left corner. The 
legend commences with the title, in large type RETOUR RECEPISSE FOR 
FINLAND—and then follows the form of receipt, supplemented by certain 
instructions at foot. On the reverse of the form is repeated, but in Finnish, 
the heading, reading PALUUKUITTI SUOMENMAALLA. The form is gummed 
on the front side ‘down its left margin, for the purpose, we presume, of 
attaching it to the letter to which it rela ates. The stamp is evidently struck 
before the form is printed on, as some of the letter-press encroaches on it.— 
The vee f Collector’s Magazine. 

New Sourn Warxs.—The die of the tenpenny stamp is now printed in 
red and surcharged ninepence in small Roman capitals in black. It is 
printed in a straight line at the bottom. 


ORIGIN OF THE PONY EXPRESS. 


In the American “ Statutes at Large,” dated March 2nd, 1861, the 
following passage occurs:—“ The Postmaster-General is directed to run 
a Pony Express from New York to San Francisco, in ten days for eight 
months, and twelve days for four months; carrying for the Government, 
free of charge, Slbs. of mail matter, with the privilege of issuing postage 
stamps, and charging the public one dollar per half ounce letter, the 
contractors shall receive £20,000 per annum, and the contract expire 
July Ist, 1864.” On the receipt of this authority from Government, the 
line was formed by two companies, viz.: Wells, Fargo, and Co., and the 
Pioneer Stage Company. A portion of ‘the line running te Denver City, 
was bought “subsequently by 6. Holliday, Esq., of New York. By the 
provisions of the Legislature, the contractors wére to run a daily express 
from St. Louis to San Francisco for the Government service, with a stage 
coach service three times weekly, carrying twelve passengers and news- 
paper matter. . 

The route traversed by this overland express is here described. Letters 
and newspapers, intended for transmission to California, are deposited at 
the office of Wells, Fargo, and Co,, Broadway, New York; places for 
passengers in the coach are also booked here, or at St. Louis, the first 
station on the line. 
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From New York the route proceeds by rail to St. Louis, on the borders 
of Illinois and Missouri; leaving the civilized world, the line diverges to 
the West on to St. Joseph, thence to Omaha City, and across Nebraska 
and Utah territory, to the great Salt Lake City; from Utah, the route 
passes South of the celebrated Humboldt Mountains to Carson City, and, 
wid Los Angelos, to San Francisco. The whole distance is 3,000 mailen, 
and is accomplished by the time specified by the Legislature. Wells, 
Fargo, and Co. also possess the finest routes in British Columbia and 
Vancouver’s Island. The organization of their movements is most elaborate, 
they have agents and correspondents i in all parts of ‘the world, and their 
office at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, is as large as our General Post-Office 
in London. I have never known a letter sent by them miscarry. The 
charge for sending a letter anywhere in California is 10 cents, and so great 
is the public in “favour of this Company, that Californian bankers and 
merchants will tell you that they would trust any amount, even in that 
insecure country, in an envelope or cover, having the stamp of “ Wells, 
Fargo, and Co.’s Pony Express.” Several dealt companies have been 


Sienna Ballous Fraser River Express, Langston Express, Victoria Town 
Express, and the Pacific Mail Express, all of which are in a flourishing 
condition. The last-named company is the next largest to Wells, Fargo, and 
Co., and have paid a large sum to the Mexican Republic for the monopoly 


of the trails leading to the mines and principal cities in Mexico. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ameri¢an Puitarevist, Porritanp.—All the stamps you send for our 
inspection are genuine, except the Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s, 
which are counterfeit. 

Rev. L. H., San Franecisco.—Halves of shilling New Brunswick 
stamps were frequently used on letters in place of sixpenny ones. We 
have seen letters bearing half a 2-cent and a 5-cent Sandwich Islands 
stamp in place of a 6-cent one. 

Srampist, Trenton.—The next auction sale will be duly advertised in 
these pages. 

Revenve Stamp Coin KCTOR, Savannau.—The description of all Revenue 
stamps will be continued in our next. 

H. A. B., Arsany.—Mr. Scott is now in London; we will forward the 
stamps for his inspection if you wish; but there can be no doubt as to 
their character. 

A. B. C., Irsaca.—It would be impossible to say who has the best 
collection of stamps in the world, or how much a complete one would cost. 

Countryman, Foresr Crry.—You can obtain any stamps by ordering 
them through the mail, quite as good as if you were in the City to select them. 





1872. ] Tae American Journat or Puiarery. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF POSTAGE STAMPS. 
By Evwiy Hit. 

Tue introduction of penny postage thirty years ago, in bringing with it 
the use of stamps for letters, cast upon the Stamp and Tax Department, as 
it was then called, the duty of supplying these new stamps. It was 
expected that stamped covers or envelopes would be used almost exclusively, 
and, accordingly, a large supply was provided bearing Mulready’s allegorical 
design ; at the same time to afford the public a choice, preparations were 
made for supplying envelopes, bearing the embossed postage stamp, and 
also the adhesive stamps. It soon appeared that the stamps of Mulready’s 
design were not acceptable to the public, hence the preparation of the 
adhesives and the embossed stamps was alone continued; the adhesives 
being printed (upon watermarked paper) and gummed at the back by a 
copper and steel plate printing firm under contract to the Board, and 
under the strict superintendence of their officers ; whilst the embossed 
envelope stamps were strack in the Stamping Department at Somerset 
House by rapid machinery, especially devised for the purpose. Similar 
machines have since been constructed in this country for use in Prussia and 
some other foreign countries. Two governing ideas necessarily presided 
over these preparations —viz., 1st. Excellence in the stamps to render imita- 
tion difficult and expensive; and, 2nd. Cheapness of production, seeing 
that in the adhesives, for the paper, print, and gum, there could be no 
charge made, and that in the embossed envelopes, for the stamping in colour 
there could be but a very slight addition made to the charge for the enve- 
lope itself. In the main, therefore, the expense of preparing the stamps, 
—more than doubled by the addition of the expense of distributing them 
—would necessarily fall upon the postage rate, which being then reduced 
to a penny must be seriously eaten into unless these expenses could be kept 
down within the narrowest limits. The sale of postage stamps has, of 
course, kept pace with the astonishing development of the Post Office, or 
rather more, since money prepayment was not discontinued until some time 
after the sale of stamps commenced. The amount sold in the first year 
(1840) was in round numbers £300,000 worth. By a steady yearly inerease 
this amount has been swelled to a sum of upwards of four millions. 


Axnvuart Amounts or SAnes or Postrace Sramps. 
£309,693 £985,233 
489,869 1850 ... ; 1,125,407 
530,181 | AS sou ot) CUE 
574,152 18653 ... a 1,590,334 
645,831 lO Se -tsee een 
769,028 1854 .... 1,882,643 
777,982 1855 ‘ : 1,950,572 
887,486 1856 . 2,212,177 
887,375 1857 2,414,331 
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oi ai ae. Le £2.386,269 | STIR Ps ree £3.401,602 
EE ss ae ar Sate Cee 2,593,838 iss were tne ae 3,658,930 
Ae jt.aes. Bee DE aa kaba aes Gs 3,798,830 
SB ages ra. sapere 2,885,943 PTR Se Sa 3,945,751 
1862 ies ws's's fet 3,041,459 POE ao va Sa hee See 4,077,367 


MOG ec als 3,226,654 re Re eee oe 4,144,239 
Although the embossed stamps form but a small proportion of the mass, 

yet that their number is by no meaus inconsiderable is shown by the fact 
that if the envelopes stamped in a single day were, when closed, to be laid 
end to end, their united length would ‘be not less than six miles. When 
these stamps were first introduced i in the year 1841 the stamped envelopes 
provided were made of a peculiar paper, in which were inwoven three 
coloured threads. This was then considered essential for the due security 
of the Revenue, but it was attended with some inconvenience. In the first 
place the paper was necessarily of a quality inferior to that in general use, 
und in the second place we were prevented from allowing the public to send 
their own envelopes of such sizes and forms and qualities of paper as might 
suit them best, to be stamped at the office. It was, therefore, decided in 
1855 that the use of threaded paper should be discontinued. We still 
issue stamped envelopes, but any one is at liberty to send paper here to be 
impressed with the postage stamp under certain regulations, a copy of 
which mzy be obtained on application. During the year 1868-9 upwards 
of 11,000,000 of stamps were impressed on paper provided by the public. 
The successful employment of machinery driven by steam power in im- 
pressing the embossed postage stamps, led to the consideration whether 
other stamps, when required in large numbers and alike in the amount of 
duty, might not be economically dealt with by similar means, The news- 
paper stamps, answering to these conditions, had, in former times, really 
been the subject of attempts of the kind, which, however, were unsuccess- 
ful, chiefly, it is believed, from the difficulty of so handling the large 
unwieldy newspaper sheets as to present them to, and withdraw them from 
the machine, in a sufficiently rapid succession. The success of the 
embossing machines encouraged a renewed attempt to overcome these 
difficulties, and after the usual course of disappointments, failures, and 
delays had been gone through, success was at last attained. It was also 
suggested by the ‘superintendent of the Stamping Department that it might 
be advantageous both to the office and to the parties to allow some of the 
principal newspaper proprietors to stamp their own newspapers whilst 
printing them, by means of a die supplied by the department, and attached 
to their machine, together with a “ tell-tale” to register its movements. 
And after a long delay, caused by certain legal difficulties, the plan was 
adopted—first for the Zimes newspaper, and subsequently for the I//ustrated 
News and the Stamford Mercury. Much difficulty was experienced with the 
machines of these two last newspapers, the moyements to be recorded being 
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the rapid reciprocations of their large inking and type tables which 
present, practically a quick succession of violent blows. Further, the 
partial abolition of the newspaper stamp, which had taken place before 
these two machines were adapted to this purpose, made it necessary to pro- 
vide the means whereby the parties could at their pleasure stop off the 
stamping and recording mechanism and print without them ; without the 
power, however, of detaching either the die or the “ tell-tale’ from their 
machine. These difficulties at first appeared insuperable, but in time 
they were overcome. So long as all newspapers were required to be 
stamped, the use of machinery produced a large economy, but when the 
newspapers not passing through the post office were relieved of the duty, 

the economy was of course very much reduced. The plan of perforating 
the adhesive postage stamps was suggested by a gentleman unconnected 
with the Revenue, who, having but very little knowledge of machinery 
required much assistance as to the means of effecting the perforation with 
the necessary speed and ecomony. Great difficulty arose from the cireum- 
stance of the sheet of stamps, which are printed in a damp state, shrinking 
unequally in drying, which rendered it necessary that the mechanism 
employed should be capable of easy adaptation to the several different 
lengths found in the dried sheets. After repeated trials and disappoint- 
ments, the eminent firm of D. Napier and Son constructed the machines, 
which, with some subsequent improvements, have given great satisfaction, 
and are now doing the work. The penny receipt stamps, embossed and 
adhesive, having been adopted by parliament whilst the perforating 
machines were being constructed, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
having decided that the adhesive receipt stamps should not be issued until 
perforated, the machine first completed was put to work unon these stamps. 
There are now five machines constantly at work, perforating about 15,000 
sheets of stamps per day; which number, however, includes about 1,100 
sheets of stamps for India, Ceylon, Mauritius, and other colonies. The 
embossed penny receipt stamps were of course impressed by the ordinary 

hand presses; but when, soon afterwards, the penny duty was imposed 
also upon bankers’ cheques, not previously liable to stamp duty, the burden 
cast upon the department was greater by many times than its resources 
were able to bear, more especially at the outset, when all the bankers in 
the kingdom poured in their stock of cheque forms to be stamped ; one 
single day bringing in more than a million of these forms. To meet the 
occasion three relays of tellers and stampers were formed, so as to econo- 

mise most of the twenty- four hours, machinery provided for other purposes 
was hastily adapted to ‘the work, ond one machine was devised, constructed, 
and set to work with such rapidity, that within fourteen days from its first 
conception in the mind of the superintendent, it was in full work, day and 
night, and producing 50,000 impressions within each 24 hours. In short, 
under this great pressure the gross produce of embossed uncoloured stamps 
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(technically called “dry stamps”) was raised, within three weeks, from 
40,000 per day to 400,000. Of course this extraordinary rate of produc- 
tion became unnecessary so soon as the first flush had subsided, and matters 
had fallen into a more regular course. Still the permanent addition to the 
work of the department was very considerable, raising the daily number of 
dry stamps impressed to at least threefold what it had been immediately 
before. Hence it became necessary to extend the use of machinery as fast 
as new machines could be constructed; incorporating of course every 
racticable improvement of which experience had suggested the necessity. 
The policy of relying rather upon more numerous low duties than upou 
less numerous higher duties, was gradually extended to various other 
matters ; also the steps by which ad ralorem duties increase with the money 
considerations involved, were made smaller, and, consequently more nume- 
rous. Again, the plan of collecting, by means of stamps instead of money, 
various fees receivable in the public offices and courts, has been much 
extended ; stamps are also now used for securing the duty on Cavendish 
tobacco, for the dog licences, und the telegraphic fees; these measures have 
of course tended much to increase the work of the department. There are 
at times extreme fluctuations, too, in the demand for stamps, and occa- 
sionally special demands arise, ¢.g., in the autumn of 1869, 2,000,000 
stamps were required in haste by the Post Office for use in the telegraph 
stations, and were supplied at the rate of near 40,000 per day. Agricul- 
tural statistics require more than a million of stamps, commonly within a 
short period, dog licences require nearly a million and a half, &c., &e. It 
has been’ by the employment of rapid machinery and the adoption of 
numerous contrivances, mechanical and otherwise, for the imprevement and 
simplification of the various processes in operation, and with the aid of a 
good and slightly increased staff of assistants, that the department has been 
enabled to meet these emergencies, in addition to dealing with the large 
increase of the regular work, which now averages 230,000 stamps per day. 
Down to the year 1853 the use of an adhesive stamp was confined to 
posta: purposes, In that year a fixed duty of a penny was imposed on 
receipts and also on drafts, in lieu, of ad ralorem duties, and authority was 
given to use an adhesive stamp to denote the penny duty. This privilege, 
which has undoubtedly been of great value to the public, has been extended 
to a variety of other inland revenue duties, and the use of such a stamp has 


been applied to fees payable on proceedings in courts of law. ‘The plan of 
having stamps to denote these fees is very successful, but without the aid of 


an adhesive stamp it would have been quite impossible to overcome the 
difficulties surrounding it. It is not, however, to be supposed that we 
should regard with favour an* extended use of the adhesive stamp for 
duties. For fees its use isa matter of necessity, and as the documents 
charged with fees pass through the hands of an officer of the court, there 
is a security for the proper use of the stamp ; but for duties, we are strongly 
of opinion that it would not be prudent to sanction its application to docu- 
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ments of a different description from those for which an adhesive stamp 
may be now used. For deeds and instruments of a permanent character 
such a stamp is obviously unsuited. Not only would the Revenue be 
exposed to the risk of the omission of the stamp being supplied only in case 
of necessity, but the public would be in great danger from the facility with 
which such stamps may be removed either purposely or accidentally. The 
adhesive stamp is a most costly production. A plate must be engraved 
for each rate of duty, and the expense of a first or original plate i is not 
less than £120, and after this, there is the current expense of printing, 
gumming, and perforating the sheets of stamps, which is done partly by 
contract, and partly in this office. On the other hand, adie for impressing 

a stamp on paper or parchment costs less than £10. It is a very general 
eomplaint that employers are subject to robbery of adhesive stamps by 
their servants. This applies no doubt more partic ularly to postage stamps, 
there being facility for getting rid of such stamps at post offices; but the 
feeling of insecurity in this respect extends to the inland revenue stamp, 
and although we were unwilling at first to permit any defacement of the 
design for fear of interfering with the means of authenticating the stamp, 
we were:compelled to meet the complaints of the public by allowing persons 
to print their names upon stamps which they have purchased: We only 
stipulate that the printing shall be on the upper edge of the stamp, and so 
as not to deface any portion of the effigy of the Queen. Adhesive stamps 
may be used to denote daties payable on the following documents :- 
Receipts, drafts, bills of exchange, and promissory notes, drawn abroad ; 
delivery orders, contract notes, proxies, voting papers, dock warrants, agree- 
ments, under hand only ; leases, in certain cases ; policies of insurance, in 
certain cases; charter-parties, certified copies of registers of births, &c., 
cost books (mines).—Journal of Applied Science. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Western Avsrratia.—New threepenny stamps of this colony have 
made their appearance. The design is very similar to that in use, but 
it has been greatly improved. It consists of the well-known swan to 
left in transverse oval, WESTERN AUSTRALIA above, POStAGK THREE- 
PENCE below, in straight lines; the spandrils are occupied by reeds, which 
give the design a very chaste appearance. The colour of the new-comer 
is pale reddish brown. We hope this is the forerunner of a new series. 
An engraving of it will be given in our next. 

Cryion.— We have lately seen one of the new issue of stamps for this island. 
The design is nearly identical to the 1d. last issued. The only one we have 
yet seen is 96 cents, slate. Full particulars and engraving in our next. 
Unrrep Srares. - Nearly a year ugo an envy elope stump Was issued by our 
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country waleiali became obsolete dein as soon as ail —r dsevbadty there 
were not fifty persons in the coun- 
try that ever saw one, the entire 
issue having been purchased by one 
firm. We now give our readers an 
engraving of it, but of course it 
is impossible to give a represen- 
tation that would do justice to the 
beautiful original. 

The profile is that of Stanton, the 
late Secretary of War. We also 
annex a cut of the 24 c»nt. envelope stamp. 

wih 11.—In our November number we gave the first information concern- 

ing a set of Government stamps for these islands, but our 
statement of the supposed design appears not to have been 
correct, as stamps have made their appearance of the 
annexed design, one issue as represented, and another 
without the surcharged words. The colours and values are— 
1 penny (two cents), blue; 3 pence (six cents), green; 6 
pence (twelve cents), rose. 

Eeyrr.— We understand this country contemplates issuing a new set of 
adhesives. We await definite information before going into details. 

New Zratanp.—The twopenny stamp is now printed in vermillion. 

SwepeNn.—An envelope stamp for this country has just been issued. 
The design consists of three crowns in transverse oval; horns in small 
circles ‘at. sides; SVERIGE above, ToLFE GRE below. The crowns and 
horns are embossed. The colour is bright blue. 

Post-cards have also been issued bearing a stamp of the design, colour, 
and value as the envelope. The border of the card is printed in mauve, 
the first instance, we believe, of a post-card being printed in two colours. 

Canava.—The six cent. stamp has at last been issued in the reduced 
size. Thus, in one case after another, our information, after long lapse of 
time, is proved to be correct. 

Sierra Leone.—We learn from the Stamp Collector’s Magazine that 
there is to be a series of stamps issued by this colony of the following 
values—I1d., 2d., 3d., 6d., 1s. The information is given as official. 

Norway has issued a new stamp for an old value—perhaps it is one of a 
new series ; however, the design is as follows :—Numeral of value in post- 
horn, crown above, enclosed in oval band, inscribed NorGE above, TRE 
SKILLING below, winged wheel in each corner. The colour is carmine. 

Great Brirarn.—We have in our possession an envelope stamp that we 
do not recollect seeing noted. It is the ordinary penny envelope stamp, 








surrounded by a blue band inscribed Trios. Lea & Co., Coal Merchants,i n 
the usual embossed white letters. 
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UNITED STATES LOCAL STAMPS. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
(Continued from page 81, vol. iv.) 

Ir was not my original intention to compile the following list until all 
the stamps here enumerated had been described, together with their 
counterfeits; but the difficulty of obtaining information in many cases 
has caused such delay, that I think most of my readers will prefer to 
have a comparatively complete list of all genuine varieties, with which 
to arrange their collections, than to wait, perhaps for years, before these 
papers, as originally conceived, can be brought to a close. 

I. do not suppose that the following list is complete, either in 
issuing firms, types, or colours, but I believe it to be as correct as 
possible, every stamp here enumerated having been seen by me, and 
not inserted until 1 had received proofs of its genuineness. 

In enumerating the colours of each type, I have placed them in 
what I believe to be their order of scarcity, commencing with the 
commonest. The references to the Journal will be found extremely 
useful, as all that is known about any particular stamp is there given, 
together with descriptions of any counterfeits that were then known. 
Where this list and the references do not agree, this is correct, as 
additional information on the subject has since been obtained. 


LIST OF U.S. LOCALS. 

Abbreviations—e., counterfeit ; d., described in the Journal in the page 
and voluine indicated ; r., reprinted; /g., large; sm., small; sqg., square ; 
rect., rectangular; ob/., oblong; ov., oval; ¢. ov., transverse oval; circ., 
circular. 

Adams and Co.’s Express. Head proprietor to right, lg., rect., 25c., black 
on blue 
99 99 99 9 left, a. 25e., black, ec. 

American Express Co., postage paid, obl., 2c., black on green, c., J., vol. i. 
p- 61 

American Letter Mail Co., eagle in circle, Ig., rect., black, blue, J., 
vol. i. p- 83, vol. iii. p- 20 


i i - » on rock, obl., 20 for $1, c., J., vol. i. 
p- 61 
Blood’s, man stepping over houses, lg., sq., black, c., J., vol. i. p. 62 
m D. O. and Co., man stepping over houses, lg., sq., black, c., J., 
vol. i. p- 61 
is D. O. and Co., City Despatch, man stepping over houses, lg., sq., 
J., vol. i. p. 62 
9% Kochersperger and Co., head, rect., black, c., J., vol. i. p. 57 


* ” » Clay, oy., le., black, r. 
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Blood’s, Despatch paid, dove, lg., ov., black on green 
a a m » 3m., ov., black, black on green, c., J., vol. ii 

p. 66 

for the Post Office, in scrolls, sm., obl., black and pale blue on 

white, J., vol. iii. p. 60 

ry Cent. Despatch, sm., obl., le., black on bronze, c., J., vol. i. 
. 66 

fume Post, Philadelphia, sm., obl., le., gold on lilac, blue on 

ground of pink dashes, bronze on black, c., J., vol. i. p. 67 

Post Office Despatch, sm., obl., bronze on black, c., J., vol. i. p. 67 

Paid Despatch, sm., obl., bronze on black, c., J., vol. i. p. 66 

For the Post Office, City Despatch, paid in centre, circ., black 

e bs smaller, cire., blac k 

Despatch Envelope, cire., red on buff, J., vol. i. p. 67 

Stamp, Office, 26 and 28 South 6th Street (env.), circ., 


99 %? 
red on buff 
Bouton’s, head Proprietor, dots in corners, rect., 2 c. black, r., c., J., vol. i. 
p- 68 


leavesin corners, rect.,2¢c., black; black on green, r. 
2 Manhattan Express, t. ov., 2¢., black on flesh 

Boyd’s City Express, Post Eagle, Ig. ov., 2¢., green 

very ea lines, ov., 2¢., green 


” 


””? 9 3 

- ™ fe with very long neck, 2¢., ov., green 

_ mi - globe, slanting thin figure, ov., 2 c., green 

a se a heavy inside oval line, ov., 2¢. -» green 

As re same period after cents, ov., : 2 ¢., green, 
gold on white 

: c 

= - - broad figure 2, ov., 2c., green 

ms = - wing does not touch side, ov., 2 c., green, 
vermillion, red on white 

“ - x wing part covered by oval large figure, 
ov., 2¢., green 

Pe as oa wing, curved against fe of oval, ver- 
‘million, gold on green, crimson 

a ss - right wing does not touch side, ov., lc., 
green 

F- . ie right wing curved against side, ov., 1 ¢., 
pale blue 

same cents instead of cent, ov., 1 c., pale 

” ”? ” ; 
blue 

w 4 different engraving, no period after 


cents, blue 
Post, 39, Fulton-street, ov., env. red, blue, on different 
papers, c., J., val. iii. p. 133; vol. iv. p. 19, 97,134 
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Boyd’s City Express, Despatch, 39, Fulton-street, rect., 2 ¢., red, red and 
black, on different papers, c., J., vol. iii. p. 134 
Brady and Co., letter-box, rect., le., red on yellow, c., J., vol. i. p. 68 
Chicago Penny Post, lc., rect., lilac, c., J., vol. i. p. 67, 83 
Breinard and Co.,N. Y . Albany, Troy, 2 () for $1, black, blue, c., J. »vol. i. p. 68 
Broadway P. O., locomotive, obl., black, black on gold, c., i: vel. i i. p. 61 
Bronson and For bes, City Express Post, engine, ov., black on green 
Brooklyn City Express Post, rect., lc., blue, ¢., J., vol. i. p. 67 
2 ms £ »  Yrect., 2e., pink, crimson, blue, orange, c 
J., vol. i. p. 67 
Browne’s City Post, figure, rect., - , black, ec. 
“ “ rect., , blae k, 
a Easton Despatch, head W tered rect., ., black 
Brown and RR U.S. P.O. Despatch, eagle, ab. blue, black, 
J., vol. i. p. 61 
California Seana Post Co., paid, t. ov., 7¢., vermillion in relief 
ms paid f the Post Office, 5 c., blue 
C sane's City Letter Express, bear, t. ov. » pink, © c., i vali ili. p. 19 
uC arne’s”’ erased, t. ov., pink 
Carter’ s, G., "Paid Despatch, sm., obl., black, « 
Carrier’s Despatch, eye in centre, obl., le., blue, red, ¢., J., vol. i. p. 83 
Cheever and Towle, Letters, cire., 20 for $1, blue, c., r., J., vol. ii. p. 77 
Chicago Penny Post, beehive, sq., lc., orange, c., J ; “yp i. P. 83 
City Despatch, Justice with seales, ov., lce., black, c., J., vol. p. 83 
City Despatch Post, head Washington, rect., 2c. bck o n green, J. , vol.i. p. 83 


) 


C.3 


3 
Ps s - , black on white, black on 
green, back « on grey, ‘blac k on fle ea 
i i i 4 C. C. at sides, rect., 2c., black -on 
white, green, vermillion, yellow 
City aia: ss Post, figure in centre, rect., _ blue, black, c., J., vol. i. p. 84 
blue, rhe iy Cc. 
C ity E ixpress, G. snd H., paid 'S. E. cor. WwW eh rode oncdy lg., obl., black 


i $ > Pe 423, W ashington- street, lg., obl., blue 
a js variety, lg. , obl., blue 


a Delivery, G. und H., San Brebcieco, 5 in corners, lg., obl., blue 
,, Letter Delivery, t . ov., blue on buif 
Clark and Co., letter-box, rect., 1 c., red on yellow, c., J., vol. i. p. 84 
Cornwell’s Madison-square P. O., head, rect., a on bluish paper, c., J., 
vol. iii. p. 61 
Crosby’s City Post, figure, rect., 2 ¢., carmine, J., vol. iv. p. 70 
Cumming’s City Post, letter, rec = black on pink, yellow, green, c., J., 
vol. iii. p. 60 
C. and W. Bridge’s Despatch, obl., bronze on green, bronze un vermillion, 
c., J., vol. ii. p. 41 
De Ming’ sP enny Post, Frankford, sm., obl., black, ¢ 
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Dupuy and Schenck, mares sm. le 1 c., black on slate, c., J., vol. ii. p. 17 
East River P. O., 18 Ave., D steamer, sm., t. ov., black on green, c. 
al 23 9% 3 types, black on green 
Essex Letter Express, ship, rect., 2 c., vermillion, c., J., vol. iv. p. 79 
Floyd’s Penny Post, head, rect., 1 c., blue, brown, red, green, ¢., r. 
Franklin City Free Despatch Post, rect., black on green 
Gordon City ‘Express Letter- Carvios, .. aq., 2¢., “black on green, c., J., 
vol. ii. p. 42 
Grafflin’s Baltimore Despatch, monument, rect., 1 c., black, ¢., J., vol. ii. p. 7 
Hale and Co., Boston Letters, oct., 20 for $1, blue, red, ec. 
3, Court- street, oct., 20 for $1, blue, red, c. 
Hail and Mills’ Free Despatch Post, obl., black on green 
Hanford’s Pony Express, t. ov., 2¢., black on yellow, ec. 
Honour’s City Post, sm., rect., 2.c., black on lavender, yellow, c. 
"1 a paid, sm., rect., 2c., black on lavender, c. 
» Penny Post, paid, sm., rect., 2 c., black on lavender 
Hoyt’s Letter Express to Rochester, sm., obl., black on vermillion, J., 
vol, iii., Pp: 20 
” Letter ” ” ” ” ” 
Humboldt’s Express, stage, rect., 25c. $ 0z., brown, ¢., J., vol. iii. p. 19 
Hussey’s Bank and Insurance Notice Delivery Office, 82, Broadway, dots 
in corners, red, blue, J., vol. iv., p. 80 
Same, no dots in corners, rect., blue, 1 
Same _,, i 50, William-street, rect., blue, 1 
Bank and ineurance Letter City Post, 82, Broadway, lattied box, dots in 
cortiers, rect., red 
Same, without dots, rect., black, red, 1 


~ 
‘ 


™ Ms », hand-stamp, black on white yellow 
wh ; 90, William-street, rect., black, red, r. 
se WwW illiam-street Basement, rect., $1 per 100, red 
ie a - less flourishes, rect., red, r. 
s hand-stamp, rect., black on white buff 


One Stamp or Cent each Delivery, rect., le., red 
S.M. Post, Mercury on horseback, obl., 5 ic., black on vermillion 


- » - - », 10c., bronze on green 

” ” ” 99 » 15e., gold on black 

” 9 ” ” », 20c., black on white 
25c., gold on blue 


” ” ” ” 4 
Bank and Insurance Special Message Post, rect., le , black, blue, green, 
brown, yellow, red, violet 
Same, dated 1868, rect., le., blue, brown, green, red, yellow, black 
” ” »  2¢., blue, brown 
Same  ,, 1864 to 1871, rect, ., 2¢., blue 
(To be continued.) 
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THE UNITED STATES CITY DESPATCH POST. 
We give below a copy of a circular which we have been permitted to 
transcribe, and which such of our readers as collect “ Express Post” 
stamps will doubtless find interesting :— 
‘UNITED STATES CITY DESPATCH POST. 

** Hours of var ipr | every day (Sunday excepted) at the principal office,‘upper P. O. 
P ark, and lower P. , Me rchants’ go hange. 

** Letters de altel be — 8, 12 
sent out for delivery at 9, 1, and ra 

** Letters to be sent fre must have a free stamp attached to them, which can be 
purchased at the upper and lower post-offices and at all the stations. The charge 
will be 26 cents per dozen, 2 dols. 50 cents per hundred. All letters intended to be 
seut forward to the General Post-office for the inland mails must have a free stamp 
attached to them. Letters not having a free stamp, will be charged 3 cents on delivery. 

‘*New York, June, 1843. ‘*Joun Lortmmer Granam, P.M.” 

The free stamp above alluded to is the well-known design bearing the 
portrait of Washington, and inscribed “ United States City Despatch Post, 
three cents,” and is usually found printed in black on a pale bluish 
enamelled paper. There are two other stamps which bear a strong 
resemblance to it, one of them bearing the letters C. C., but the important 
words, “ United States,” are wanting. The stamp with the letters C, C. 
was issued in 1848, and perhaps earlier, by a person named Charles Cole, 
the proprietor of a Despatch Post, the office of which was at 492, Broad- 
way; and in all probability the other design, which is similar, but in 
which the letters C, C. (Cole’s initials) are wanting, was issued by the 
same person, Cole’s post finally passed into the hands of a man named 
Edward N. Barry, weil known to the writer, but now deceased, by whom 
it was conducted as late as 1859. 

It will therefore be seen that the United States was the second country 
which used or adopted postage stamps, the issues of the Swiss Canton of 
Zurich and of the Empire of Brazil (which some writers allege were issued 
in 1843) being neither very clearly or definitely proven. 

The documentary evidence we have adduced shows be yond the possibility 
of cavil that a postage stamp for use on letters carried by the officials of 


the United States Post-office was in use in the month of June , 1843.— 
Stamp Colleetors’ Record. 


3, and at the stations before 7, 11, and 2, will be 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
F. C., Hanworrn.—Any commurications for the Editor should be 
forwarded as early in the month as possible. It is not the intention 
of our publishe rs to establish an exchange column in the paper at present. 


L. E. F., Yorx.—The cheques for the prizes will be sent to each sub- 
scriber at the end of the year. 


Puuatenist, Bosrox.— The Revenue 


Album is not finished yet. It 
will be advertised us soon as ready. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE NEW UNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS, 
To the Editor of the ‘“‘ American Journal of Philately.” 


Dear Sir,—Perhaps the majority of the revenue stamp collecting 
portion of your readers are not aware that the 2, 5, 6, and 25 cents of the 
new issue of United States Revenues are already obsolete. They are now 
printed from the same plate, but red and black instead of blue and black. 

Yours truly, 
Philadelphia. ; Revenve Sramp Coiecror. 


UNITED STATES LOCALS, 
To the Editor of ‘© The American Journal of Philately.” 


Dear Sir,—The following local stamps have lately come under my 
notice that have not yet been described in the Journal :— : 
Brownv’s Easton Despatcn, Two Cents.—Head of Washington on 
lined background in centre. I have two specimens. The head and back- 
ground are precisely the same in both, but the lettering, especially 
“ Easton Despatch,” is quite different. Colour, black on white. Used in 
Eastern Pennsylvania about 1856, and “ bust up” for want of patronage. 
Delivered letters and packages. Browne is now dead. 
Overton and Co.’s Lerrer Express.—Round. Pigeon carrying letter 
in centre. Black on greenish paper. Lithograph of Hayward & Co., of 
Boston. Used about 1843 or 1844. Only existed about three or four 
months. Used between Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, and perhaps 
Buffalo. Value of stamp, 6c. Overton & Co, also had a parce! Express 
running up the Hudson River, but did not use a stamp for it. 
CatirorRNIA Penny Post Co. Parvo to tHe Post Orrice 5 Crents.— 
Transverse oval. Blue on white paper. 
Frankuin City Free Despatch Postr.—Oblong. Black on green. 
Across the stamp is written “ Bouton,” on letter dated May 31, 1847. 
The letter also bears the hand-stamp of “ Bouton’s Manhattan Express.” 
In the New York City Directories of 1847-49, I find among the Expresses, 
“Franklin and Manhattan City Express Post, for letters and small hand- 
packages. John Bouton, 175, Bowery.” 
* Bouron’s Roveu-anp-reaDy Dxsparcu, with “ fancy’ 


printed black on green glazed paper. 


’ corners, is also 


Yours truly, 


New York. C. H. C. é 
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HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES POST OFFICE. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
(Continued from page 119, vol. iv.) 

Fioripa.—Florida was first seen in 1497 by Calot, and was explored 
fifteen years later by Ponce de Leon. The territory was ceded to the 
United States in 1821, at which time the entire population did not exceed 
6,000, and was soon after admitted into the Union. The State covers an 
area of about 50,000 square miles, and is divided into thirty-five counties. 
The principal cities are Jacksonville, Pensacola, Key West, St. Augustine, 
and Tallahasse (the capital), all of which have a population of from 2,000 
to 6,000. The present population is about 150,600. In 1859 there were 
only 168 post-offices in the State. On 7th January, 1861, Florida 
passed its secession ordinance. 

MapIson is the county seat of Madison county, and is situated on the Pensa- 
cola and Georgia railroad, fifty-six miles from Tallahassee. The present 
population is about 1000. John L. Miller was United States postmaster up 
to 1861, when he was replaced by Mr. 8. J. Perry during the excitement 
subsequent to the commencement of hostilities. In 1856 the office returned 
a nett revenue to the post-office department of $370.88. 

The stamp emitted by the postmaster of this town is probably the first 
provisional Confederate stamp issued, having been in use as early as 
January, 1861; and although it is the best authenticated stamp of the 
series, was one of the last to be discovered. The specimen 
from which the accompanying engraving was copied is 
printed in dark bronze (most likely it was a common 
quality of gold, and has changed colour with age) on blue 
wove foolseap writing paper, and shows po watermark. 
The specimen in question shows a portion of the Madison 
post mark, and is in fine preservation. The letters Cners instead of Cents 
in this copy is evidently a printer’s error, and conclusively proves that 
there are at least two varieties, as the Herald would certainly have noticed 
the mistake had it occurred in the copy seen by its editor. 

The first notice I had of the existence of this stamp was in re ply to the 
cireular given on page 74, vol. iv.; and as it is the clearest, and in fact 
only lucid letter I received in reply to them, give it entire— 

** Srr,—Your letter of May 20th has been received. I regret not having any stamp used 
by me while postmaster at Madison during the existence of the Confederacy. I can, how 

———} ever, give you, I think, a pretty correct idea of their appearance, as represented 
in the following figure, which is about the size and shape. Having a printing 





° e 
Z press at command, stamped the foregoing figure, and before the ink became 
e : : 
dry, sprinkled yellow bronze on it, which gave the stars and border the appear 
* o = 5 € 


ance of gold. Ordinary foolscap paper was used. All the fractional currency in 
! circulation disappeared about that time, and it was difficult to make change ; 
indeed almost impossible to conduct the post-office, having no United States postage stamps, 
as my supply was exhausted soon after ‘the assemblage of the Confederate Congress at 
Montgomery, Ala., and under whose authority I was instructed to conduct the offices, 














| 
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under the rules of the United States Government, and pay over all moneys due to that 
Government, until I would be commissioned postmaster under the Confederate States, if I 
saw proper to accept it, which would happen soon; and believing my allegiance due to the 
Confederacy, I was loth to apply for stamps to the United States, and determined to mail 
letters paid in money only. Therefore the stamps were issued by me for the purpose of 
making change, and sold in quantities to suit the business part of the community, so that 
any letter found in the letter-box with my stamp on it had evidence of having been paid for, 
and was accordingly stamped ‘ Paid in money,’ in accordance with the laws regulating the 
United States post-offices, and charged in the way-bills as paid in money forwarded to the 
distributing offices, and every cent due to the United States was paid in money cn account 
of the mails by me. The stamps were never credited beyond the reach of the post-office 
at Madison, and was never intended but for the convenience of the immediate community. 
No postmaster was silly enough to mail a letter because it had my stamp upon it. I, 
however, sometimes neglected to pull off the stamp before mailing them, aa some of them 
went through without being removed, although they had plainly stamped ou them ‘ Paid,’ 
and so charged against me in the way-bills; still considerable excitement was caused in the 
northern cities by their accidental appearance, although no word nor figure was upon the 
stamp, and after the word * Paid’ in money, had no more meaning than if I had drawn 
the figure of a Jackass on one corner of the letter. Still the keen perceptions of James 
Gordon Bennett of the New York Herald found an immense and ingenious fraud practised 
upon the Government by the postmaster at Madison, and called hastily for justice to be 
visited upon the moral deformity of the offending postmaster at Madison ; his exquisite 
sense of purity could not conceive hew a sense of duty on the part of the officers of the 
distributing office could allow the offence of the postmaster at Madison to go unnoticed. 
He devoted nearly a column of the //erald to the subject, and I found myself suddenly 
famous, through the //erald’s cleverness in discovering villany. Shortly after the Herald's 
attention, an agent of the Government was sent especially to investigate the fraud ; but he 
was a sensible gentleman, and was immediately convinced that no wrong was intended, and 
so reported to his Government. 

‘I had, moreover, many applications from persons in New York, Boston, and Phila- 
delphia, to purchase stamps; one was collecting the various stamps of the world, and was 
exceedingly desirous of adding my postal stamp to the list; others felt much curiosity in 
seeing the postal stamp of which so much had been said ; would I not sell a few ? 

**You may imagine how much I was astonished at the sudden interest in my stamps, 
when I nevef dreamed of their being known beyond the immediate neighbourhood of my 
post-office. These last, though, were never gratified, and they had to be content with the 
Herald's discoveries. I was continue d, without further complaint, until commissioned by 
the Confederate States, when I made the proper returns and paid up all dues in money. If 
the foregoing is of service to you, I shall be pleased. —Very respectfully, &c., 

‘*Mr. J. W. Scott.” “S, J. Perry.” 


It will be noticed that Mr. Perry’s sketch of the stamp was not correct, 
as it omitted the word 3 cents. ‘This for a while greatly retarded me in 
my search for a copy. My readers may imagine that immediately on 
receipt of the above letter ‘I left no stone unturned in my endeavours to 
obtain a specimen; but after spending hundreds of dollars in advertising 
in likely localities, was at last forced to the conclusion that no repre- 
sentative of the stamp was left. What, then, was my surprise to find 
out (after I had left the United States and given up all hope of ever 
seeing one) the stamp amongst the U.S. Scoake in Mr. Philbrick’s 
collection; and to him collectors are indebted for the jae simile that 
adorns this page. 

I annex the extraet from the Herald, which so incensed Mr. Perry, 
but I certainly cannot see much ground for offence in it :— 

We have been favoured with a letter bearing the postage mark of ‘‘ Madison, C. H., Ala., 
March Ist.” The right-hand upper corner was decorated with a postage stamp of a new 
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design and style, intended as the equivalent of the three cents which, at present, under th 
postal law of the United States, is the sum required as payment of a letter under the 
half-ounce weight. The size of the said piece of adhesive paper is the same as our present 
three cents stamp, the only difference being that the lengthwise position of the latter is 


reversed in the former, the greater length lying in a horizontal direction. The design 
printed 1n gold, on a white ground, and is as follows: Around the edge are ftourtee 
ornamented squares, the centre of each forming a heraldic rose ; the top and bottom 
having five, while the sides have but four of thes squares. In the centre of the stamp is 


its denomination, ‘3 cents.” The following is a rough copy of the design, which could easily 


be counterfeited by an ordinary printer 
r 





: ak ie *je On the envelope of the letter before ind ut l, imm diately ver 
‘ the direction, was written in a bold business hand, in red ink, th 
3 | : following 
CENTS ** Hurrah !! ™ 
Freedom and equal right 
° ‘ ° 


This was all very well, but beneath this was the mark of the post 





ottive che, viz., ** Due 3,” in large and bold character rhe caus 
of this was that the post-office of this city did not recognize the stamps or any other 
power within what was originally known as the Union ; and, therefore, as this small piece 


of paper did not bear any representation to th three cents edition” of Washington's por 
trait, the consignee of the letter had to pay three cents before he could get it We do not 
doubt that the post-office authorities in Madison had received the three cents stated on thi 
stamp, but as three cents had also to be paid here, the unsettled postal troubles caused its 
effect to fall on the unfortunate letter writer and recipient. 

But how, it may be asked, did a letter insufficiently or illegally stamped get forwarded 
to its destination? The only clue we can give to that question 1s that doubtless the b 
was made up at Madison for New York direct, and therefore the letter was not discovered 
itil the bag was opened in this city. As there is no law compelling the postmaster here 
to return any letter illegally sent, it therefore rests with himself what action he shall tak« 
In this case he caused the letter to be delivered, charging th« postage to the party receiv 
it. By so doing, business letters, although bearing a double tax, will not be prevented from 
reaching those to whom tly are directed. 

The above unfortunately opens with a mistake; it has Madison C. H. 
(court house) A/a. instead of Fla. This is evidently a mistake, as there is 
no town of that name in Alabama. The sketch of the stamp is nearer 
correct than that given by its author; but it must be remembered that he 
was describing it from memory only, not having seen one for ten years, 
while the writer in the Herald had the stamp before him at the time. 
Again, the latter person says that it is the seme size as present (1851 
issue) three cents stamp, when in fact it is only about half the size. 
Mr. Perry makes a mistake the other way, and draws it half the size 
. . ag . wh" . } 
it really was. I do not think the contradiction in the two statements 
im pair the testimony of either party in the least as to the fact of such 
# stamp having existed, or that the one now given to our readers is 
the real Simon Pure, but simply mention them to save the trouble of some 
of my sharp critics, who will, of course, doubt that a stamp could have 
escaped notice that was issued when stamp collecting had its greatest 
number of votaries, and the stamp itself had been chronicled in the paper 
of the day ; however, I have no doubts but that my readers will believe 

h me tha 1e Madison was the first issued, best authenticated, an 
with me that the Mad the first 1, best authenticated, and 
scarcest Confederate provisional, 


WY , 
{ To he continued. ) 
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A . COLLECTOR’ S NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF NEW 
GRANADA. 
(Continued from page 143, vol. iv.) 

THeEsF stamps are all poorly executed and printed ; the colours are bad, and 
they have a blotchy appearance. There exists but four values, the ten, 
twenty, and fifty centavos, and the un peso, though we find a yellow five 
mentioned by a few authorities, including the 8. C. Magazine and an early 
edition of ‘“ Mahe,” and a green five, mentioned by “ Kline’ 8s Manuel,” 
but we have never seen it, or anything purporting to be it, and doubt 
its existence. 

The peso is found also on a bluish paper, which appers to be as authentic 
as the white. No reprints are known. The blue ten has a violet tinge 
which becomes a violet blue or grey in the lighter copies. The twenty is 
red rather than rose, and the green of the fifties varies rather in intensity 
or amount of ink used than in ‘shade, the peso being a dull lilac. 

It will be seen that the typos have made, as say on page 106, vol. iv., 
that the frame of the “ Large Rectangles” is ocfangu/ar instead of rectan- 
gular, not to mention certain other less important, unusual, combinations 
of the letters on the same page, and also have given our tables on ge 
131 and 141, as of the issue of New Granada distinguished by ground « 
waved lines and diamond ornaments, when they should have “read hes 
ornaments. We beg our readers to make these corrections before noting 
the characteristics of the next two issues, which are very similar in design, 
but vary much in detail. 

Weary apparently of the lined grounds and ornamented disks of the 
former series, and the general bad effect of the preceding issue, the 
powers that were seem to have struck out in a new line and sought refuge 
ina sweet simplicity of plain ground and a rural decoration of oak 
branches. The stars, too, have drawn closer together, and form an unbroken 
circlet above the shield: let us hope indicative that during the brief time 
of their continuance at least greater harmony existed than ordinarily exists 
between the various states. Notwithstanding these internal revolutions, 
however, the external boundary of stamps, as well as states, still remained 
the same, and the genius of the designer is still circumscribed by an 
octagonal frame, These general characteristics of design are exhibited in 
the following detail :— 

Centre.—Arms. The Norman shield slightly increased in size, measur- 
ing 38 x 27 , bounded by a single coloured line, but heavier at the top 
and on the right side, divided into unshaded thirds by bars of two fine 
coloured lines each, same emblems as before in colour, supported on each 
side by an oak branch of seven leaves arranged in three pairs and one 
terminal leaf, all shaded by diagonal fine lines, “and having the upper and 
right sides of borders heavier than the rest, above nine six rayed solid 
coloured stars forming an oval circlet, and w ell formed, 





Pie in 


SEG aA! ove 


Pa 


eee A - wader 








RR aes on a, RET 


Pane 


eligi’ acai OVP 


dt 


ie Peewee ie. 





872. ] Tue AMERICAN JouRNAL or PHIDLATRELY. 83 


Grounp.—Plain white unshaded. 

Frame.—-Octagonal, being rectangle with corners cut, composed of a 
broad white inscribed bs ind, bordered by a fine colouré d line within and 
broader coloured line without, measuring inside 63 x 45 
85 x 65 

Inscrirrton,—same as preceding issue in lettering and arrangement, 
but no stars in the lower corners, the initial E and final S both below the 
upper. angle of the inside line of frame and nearly opposite each other. 
Value in lower part of frame in figures and letters. Sheet divided as 
before by coloured lines. 

Va.turs.—5 cents, shades. of yellow; 10 cents, blue; 20 cents, red; 
50 cents, green. 

Varirrixs.—Paper. All the values are found on white paper, and the 
ten, twenty, and fifty cents also on blue. Dr. Magnus, however, considers 
the fifty on white, when original, as a changeling from blue, and Levrault 
notes it only on b/euté.—Co/our. The 5 cents ts found in yellow ochre and 
orange, differently named by different catalogues; the 10 is more uniform 
blue, the 20 of various shades and hues of red; and we have also Moens, 
cataloguing as errors of printing, 20 green and 50 red on white.—Design. 
Some specimens of all value occur rather blurred, but most are quite clearly 
printed, and a great improvement on the preceding issue in that re spect. 
The 5, 20, and 50, are chronicled as having a star after “‘ nacionales ” in 
the lower ‘right-hand corner. Of these we have found only the 5, the 
star being six pointed similar to those within the frame, and not like 
the ornament above. We have to record two other varieties not heretofore 
chronicled, we believe. These are both of the 20 cents red, of which we 
have a specimen with a badly formed star in the lower left hand corner, 
before the inscription, and another specimen with a star both before and 
after the inscription, or in each lower corner replacing the ornaments in 
the former series, the latter having been in our collection some six years 
or more, as indicated by our memorandum, though this peculiarity is 
but recently noticed. We have also a 10, with a line after the first O of 
Colombia (O°), if this is worth noting. 

Rerrints.—The 50 cents alone seems to have been reprinted, and that 
in four varieties, green and red on white paper and on blue paper. These 
are easily distinguished by the want of the point after “ nacionales,’’ the 
lettering identical with that of the 20, which it is not in the originals, and 
the colour—the red bei ‘ing too pale and the blue too green. 

Forcertes.—The 10 and 20 are noticed forged by Pemberton; but as 
the only test he gives’is’the point after the cent, and as there seems to be 
a doubt whether all values are not to be found both with and without this 
point, if we may believé the different journals, the test is hardly a safe 
one. 


, outside 


(To be continued ) 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 
We commence our usual article this month by— 





giving the promised representations of the new stamps for Norway, 
Sweden, and Western Australia. We have only to add that another value 
of the above design for Norway has been issued, 4 sk., violet. 

CANADA. _The 2c. is now issued in the reduced size, similar to the 6c. 
described last month. 

Cuir1.—We are indebted to that excellent publication, the Philate/ist, 
for the notice of a contemplated issue of a 15c. stamp for this country, also a 
set of envelope stamps of the value of 2, 5, 10, 15, and 20 centavos, and of 
the actual issue of post-cards, but as these have the ordinary adhesive 
stamp of the value of 2c. and 5c. affixed, we do not attach much importance 
to them, except as forerunners of a set of the same values which have been 
ordered here. 

Great Britarn.—Last month we described the first English envelope 
that had been noticed with the advertisement in a different colour from the 
stamp. We now have the name of another firm to add, that of Messrs. 
Parkins and Gotto, who have their name, business, and address embossed 
in white relief on coloured ground. There are three varieties—blue, plum 
colour, and green. 

Perv has resuscitated another of her old dies, and is now printing from 
the plate of the 1 peseta, 1862. The stamps this time are printed in orange. 

Eeyrr.—The expected series of stamps for this 
country are now before us. If we did not have the evi- 
dence before our eyes we should not have believed it 
possible that a country could retrograde so much in a 
matter that is so easily noticed by every one. A 
description of the design is unnecessary, as We annex 
an excellent engraving. The colours and values are 





as follows :— 

5 paras ee-- Pale brown. | 1 piastre .... Vermilion. 
10 ,,. wees Mauve. 2 | leoee :Lellow. 
20 ” eeese Blue, 24 ” eese Purple. 

5 piastres ...- Pale green. 


They are watermarked with star and half-moon. 
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Sraniso Wesr Inpres.—Stamps have been prepared 
for the Spanish colonies of the annexed design, but we 
have not yet received information in regard to their 
colours, but they most likely remain unchanged from 
those of the last issue. 





Cryton.—The entire set of the new issue for this island, according to 
our Bath contemporary, is now before us, but we have been expecting 
at least three more values, a 1, 6, and 12 cents. But to return to those 
we actually have—they are evidently the work of De La Rue and Co., and 
very similar in appearance to the set in use in the Straits Settlements, and 
are a very poor substitute for the beautiful series they replace. The de- 
sign consists of the orthodox diademed head of Queen Victoria to left in 
circles and ovals, inscribed ckYLON posTaGE, with the value in words in a 
straight line below, in all except the 16, 24, and 96 cents. The colours 
and values are 





2c., brown head in circle, CEYLON rosTAGE in straight line. 


4c., grey ns ¥ ‘~ curved lines. 
8e., orange ,, oval fe straight line. 
l6c., lilac - circle . curved ,, 
24c., green __i,, oval a. ” fa 
36c., blue - circle ‘a - “ 
48c., carmine ,, » i. 7 lines. 
96c., slate os oval ee a line. 


They are watermarked c.c. and crown. 


Prixce Epwarv Istanp.—The long expected new series for this island 
have at last made their appearance, and the same can be said for them as 
the new Egypt. They are not so well executed as the old series; we did 
expect something better, as the last issued stamp was a great improvement 
on its companions, but the new set are simply a disgrace to any country, 
and are decidedly the poorest engraved stamps in use in the British 
dominions. The design consists of the head of Queen Victoria to left in 
vurious frames, and inscribed PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND POSTAGE, With value 
in words. They are printed on soft white paper, are unwatermarked, and 
badly perforated. The colours and values are— 


1 cent ...- Orange. 3 cents .. Rose. 
6 cents .. Violet. 12 cents .. Green. 


The size is rather above the average, being as large as the Costa Rica 
stamps. 
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FACETIZ PHILATELICA. 


As Mr. Pemberton thinks this the proper title for any nonsense that has 
anything to do with stamps, we humbly bow before his vast learning, and 
give the above name to the following extract. from the New, York Times. 
This is only about oné quarter of it, but is a fair sample ef the lot :— 
“ Civilization, we are informed by philosophers, gives a factitious value to 
many: things that are-in themselves utterly worthless.-..A striking instance 
of the truth of this assertion is found in the present mania for collecting 
cancelled postage stamps, to some of which a value has. been’ extended 
which seems preposterous.- For plain three-cent stamps of a certain 
description, no less than seventy-five dols. is vainly offered, and the col- 
lectors who make the proposal would willingly travel hundreds of miles 
to buy them at that price. The present form of the stamp mania has taken 
the shape of very neat albums, with spaces on the cardboard sheets. for the 
various issues of this and other countries. As an aid to the exertions of 
novices in collecting, in each space is printed the description of the stamp 
and its probable price. The whole affair is very thoroughly got up, and 
exhibits an amount of painful research which is surprising. The earliest 
issues in America appear to have been in 1845, but these first stamps were 
provisional, and were not regularly under the Government until 1847. 
These provisional issues are not specially dear, and can almost all-be had for 
five cents apiece. . The first issued by Uncle Sam were for twenty-five cents, 
ten cents, and five cents, and intended for new spapers only, These are quite 
large and handsome, and a complete set of the three kinds is worth a dollar. 
Of the small Stamps for letters, the head of Wasuineton, of a blue colour, is 
alone worth ninety cents. In 1861 there was an issue known.as the Oarrier’s 
Stamps issue, but these being very plentiful, are not specially dear. The 
blue eagle, the black horseman, and the red horseman; can all be had for a 
cent apiece, but the green steamship and the blue steam-engine cost: twelve 
cents. The landing of Columbus, of the same series, is fifteen cents, while 
the Declaration of Independence, in green and purple colours, is worth 
twenty-four cents. The national shield and flag of that, patriotic time, 
splendid in blue and carmine, taxes the purse of the collector to the ex- 
tent of thirty-one cents, and the head of Abraham Lincoln, for which there 
is a fierce demand, cannot be obtained for less than ninety cents. 


After the Southern States had seceded there was ‘a brief interregnum of 


authority, during which each postmaster down South issued stamps upon 
his own authority from patterns evolved from his own inner consciousness. 
This sweet moment of confusion, dear to the collector’s heart, lasted nearly 
a month, and naturally a great many extraordinary specimens of stamps 
were brought forth. These are eagerly sought for by individuals with 
albums, and for two specimens—one from the post -office at Petersburg, the 
other from Pleasant Shades—seventy-five dollars apiece is unavailingly 





: 
a 
4 
§ 
3 
5 
i 


$ 









1872. ] THe American JourNnAL or PHULATELY. 37 


offered. The next in value to these two are the stamps from the Island of 
Réunion. ‘This island belongs to France, and is situated in the Indian Sea 
next to Mauritius, sometimes known as the Isle of France. Up to 1865 
this little spot in the Eastern Oceun issued its own stamps, but after that 
time it was supplied from the department in France. sor any of the 
native stamps the sum of twenty-five dollars is asked. Collectors whose 
ambition is contined to the issue at present in use, can obtain at stores in 
Nassau-street Greek, Russian, and Turkish stamps for three cents apiece. 


UNITED STATES LOCAL STAMPS. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
: (Coneluded from page 26, vol. v.) 
International Letter Express, obl., 2c., black on flesh, yellow, green, 
c., J., vol. il., p- 41, 
Jefferson Market P.O., eagle, obl., black on pink, blue, ~ = li. p. 182 
Jenkins’s Camden Despatch, head, rect., black, ¢., J., vol. .p. 17 
af oe ES variety, rect., black 
Johnson’s Box to the P. O., in shield, rect., black, « 
Jones’s City Express Post, head Washington, rect., 2 c., black on rose 
Kidder’s = e man on horseback, obl , 2 ¢., bluck on greenish 
blue, c., J., vol. ii. p. 77 
Kingman’s City Express, post paid, sm., obl., 2 ¢., black on green, c. 


- post paid, sm., obl., 2 ¢., black, 
Letter E Uxpress Free, Commerce se _ ov., 20 for 1, blac 1; on pink, green, 
white, brown, c., J., vol. iv. p. 20 
x », soldier with fi ag, cire., 20 for $1, black on pink 


Mail, man stepping across river, sm.,sq., black on yeil-w, J., vol. ii. p. 41 

Martin’s C ity "Post, paid, sm., obl., 2 ¢., eng on lilae 

Meclutire’s ¢ ity Express Post, Mercury, 0 . 2 ¢., pink, c 

Menain & Co.’s Express Post, 21, C wt. « vedi obL, 2 ¢., veruiliien 

Messenkope’s Union-square P. O., lamp, sm., obl., black on green, c 
J., vol. i. p. 17 


Metropolitan Errand Carriers’ Express Co., lg., shield, 1c. red,r., J. , VoLil. p.77 


5 
. ” + és ee ee a 
- ob . Pa es. 2. - os 
” ” 9 ” 20 C.),5) az 
a > _ i Envelope, lg., shield, 2 2 c., red 
Metropolitan P. 0., V — Laws, proprietor, hexagonal, red, blue, c., r., 
J., vol. ve 
‘3 shield, 1 c. 2 c. 


New Y ork City Express Post, eagle on globe, olive branch above, ov., black 
on green, 2 cents 
Overton and Co.’s, dove, cire., black on pale green 
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Penny Post Paid, obl., 1c., blue on blue, c. 
& diemoad border, obl., lc., blue, c. 
Pips’ Daily Mail, obl., 1c., black on yellow, flesh, and blue, c 
Pomeroy’s Letter Express, female bust, lg., rect., 20 for $1, black on 


yellow, blue, black 


i Letter Express, female bust, ‘ 20 for $1,” erased, black on yellow 
ne & Co.’s Express (for parcels), locomotive, lg., sq., black on 


vermillion, white, ec. 
Post Office Despatch, obl., lc., red on blue, blue on blue 
Price’s City Express, head, lg., ov., 2c., green, r., J., vol. ii. p. 18 
re female bust, ov., 2c. ivermillion, green,¢ ,J., vol.ii p. 41 
Priest? s Paid Despatch, obl., black on ye How. red, 
Prince’s, J. H., Latter Desp: itch, steambout, t. ov. hick, ( 
Robison and Co., obl , le., blue 
Roadman’s Penny Post, obl., lc., red, e. 
Russell’s 8th Ave. P.O , head, rect., green on green, red on pink, brown on 
brown, vermillion on white, ¢., J., vol. ii. p. 41. 
Staten Island Paid, cbl., 3c., vermillion, c. 
Steinmeyer’s City Post, sm., obl., 2c., black on grey, pink, yellow, c¢., 
J., vol. iv. p. 79 
Stunger and Morton’s City Despatch, sm., obl., black on gold 
Squier and Uo.’s City Letter Despatch, dove, rect., black, puce, green, e. 
Swart’s Chatham-square P.O., head of Washington, rect., pink, red, black, 


r., €. 
» Rough and Ready Despatch, head, rect., pink, red, black, blue, 
black on green, r., c. 
»» for U.S. Mail, sq., blue, c. 
i. ‘s different type, blue, red 
Teese and Co.’s Penny Post, Philadelphia, sm., obl., blue on bue, ec. 
Union-square P.O., shield, lc., green, e. 
» . 2¢., pink, e. 
U.S. Mail Prepaid, cire., lc., yellow, red, ec. 
U.S. P. O., paid, sm., obl., 1 ¢., gilt on black, blue on white, black’ on 
blue, c. 
od paid, L. 8., sm., obl., Le., pink, e. 
meee ye ™ le., pink, blue 
United States City Despatch Post, head Washington, 3c., = on green 
Walton & Co.’s City Express Post, rect., 2c., pink, ¢., J., vol. ii. p. 18 
Washington City Despatch, mal on horsshask, rect., Le., violet Boy Aas 
vol. ii. p. 17 
a i » different design, rect., lc., blue 
9 ” ” ” ” le., blue, c. 
Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Pony Express, horseman, rect., 10c. 4 0z., brown 
25 ce. 4 oz., blue red $1, red $2, green red, $4, green black, c. 
» Shield, cire., $ oz., $1, blue 


, 











wih wbt zat 





& 
J 












1872. ] Tue American JourNnAL oF PHILatery. 


Wells, One newspaper paid, obl., blue, c. 
a Be variety, obl., blue 
» Lo be dropped in N. Y. P. O., obl., black 
» Despatch for P. O., obl., black on biue 
Westtown, sm., obl., gilt, e. 
Westervelt Post, Chester, N. Y., obl., black on flesh lavender, red yellow 
a ©. Indian head, rect., red, black on brown, 
vellow 
W hitte lsey’ s Express, head Washington, rect., 2c., vermillion 
Winans’ € ity Post, flying bomb, lg., obl., 2¢ , white, ¢., J., vol. iv. p. 19 


”” ” ” %y 5e., vellow, Cc. ” 
* ” ” ” 10c., green, ¢. a 
- = + a 20c., vermillion, e. 
Wyman, W.., 8, Court-street, cars, lg., obl., 20 for $1,black, J vol. i .p. 11 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. Perersox, PHu.ADELPHia,—A new edition of the American Album 
will be published shortly. 

PuiaTenist, York.—All the stamps you send are counterfeit. 

Sramp Con.ecror, Be.rast.—Thauks for your information. You will 
find we have made use of it in our article on “‘ Novelties.” 

U.S. Revenve.—The one dollar stamp is now printed green and black, 
and the five dollar orange and black. 

Nrvapa.—This State has issued a five dollar Revenue stamp of the same 
design as those described on page 116, vol. iv., the colour flesh. 


CLIPPINGS. 

Pursurr anp Recovery or Tatrteen Cents Overraip Postacr.—On 
the 30th of November last a letter was mailed in Ireland for Jno. E. 
Kelly, an employé of the Michigan Car Works in this city, who, in due 
course of mail, received it, paying thereon the sui of thirteen cents 
postage, as it was stamped on the face “ unpaid,” though as a matter of 
tact the stamps for prepayment of postage had been placed upon the back 
of the letter by the sender of it in the old country. Kelly then went for 
the return of his thirteen cents, making ap; lication first to the office in 
this city. He was by the postmaster here referred to the post-office in 
New York Citv, and by that office in turn informed that the error was 
made in the British office. He then sent the cover of the letter to the 
Postmaster-General, London, England, who returned it to Washington, 
D.C., with authority to Postmaster: General Creswell to refund the money 
and charge the same to the account of her Majesty’s Post-office Department. 
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Shortly after Mr. Kelly received a notice from the General Post-office 
Department at Washington, that by calling upon the postmaster here he 
would have the amount claimed refunded'to him. Thus, after fifty-five 
days time and the expenditure of nine cents postage for correspondence, 
the end aimed at has been reached, to the satisfaction, no doubt, of all 
concerned.—Detroit Free Press. 

Ancient Lerrer Carriers.—The institution of the post-office, as we 
understand it in our day, does not seem to have been known to the 
ancients, who employed birds and dogs as messengers. Bergier, in his 
history of the great roads of the Roman empire, says that Cyrus 
introduced the use of four-wheeled carts, drawn by four horses, to 
transport the government despatches, and that ‘from the AZgean Sea 
to the city of Suza, the capital of the Persian kingdom, there were one 
hundred and eleven huts or houses, from one to the other of which was 
a day’s journey.” Under the Romans, in the days of Augustus, Suetonius 
tells us that relays were employed for rapid communications. To send 
their letters, “the emperors,” says Bergier, ‘‘ employed posts stationed 
on the military roads, so well regulated and governed that there was 
no need for the sovereign prince to travel through his kingdom, for 
without leaving the city of Rome, he could govern the earth by letters, 
missives, orders and mandates, which were no sooner written, than, by 
theans of the posts, they weré carried as promptly as if birds had been 
the messengers.” Little did Augustus deem that the lightning would 
one day be the letter-carrier of munkind, and speed the winged thought 
from one hemisphere to the other literally in “less than no time.” 


TO AN. ENVELOPE. 

Srerp gentle missive on thy way 
To kindred hearts—make no delay, 
And if thy tidings glad the heart 
Of those who bid thee thus depart, 
Then let thy well-directed face, 
Sure passport be to destined place. 

Perhaps of Love you bear the tale, 
And hearts would grieve if you should fuil, 
If so proceed with greatest care, 
To those.whose happiness you bear. 

But in this world of care and pain, 
You'll often bear a sadder strain, 
And often change the: watcher’s fears 
Into the mourner’s griefs und tears. 

If such must be the words you speak, 
Then let thy message gently break, 
And point to worlds where woe shall cease, 
And care and strife shall end in peace. 
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THE FIRST STAMP AUCTION IN EUROPE. 

Aw event which marks an era in the science of Philately in Great 
Britain came off on the 18th of March, at the well-known auction rooms 
of Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge, 13, Wellington-street, Strand, 
London. The event in question, which drew all the leading collectors 
and dealers in England together, was the sale by auction of the American 
portion (with a few other sets) of a well-known album. The collection 
was carefully catalogued and prepared for sale by J. W. Scott and Co., 
who conducted the arrangements throughout, and, notwithstanding the 
hostility of some of the papers, was quite a success, 

The sule commenced at a few minutes past one, Mr. Wilkinson 
officiating at the hammer. The first lot, fine-used copies of the 5 and 25 
cents. United States newspaper stamps, was knocked down for the 
ridiculously low sum of 2s. 6d., but Lot 3 nearly compensated for it, as it 
was a set of 1861 issue, and brought 8s. Lot 7, the blue carriers’ stamp 
and the black and red Government despatch stamp, realized £1. Lot 18, 
a 20 cents St. Louis, the gem of the sale, was bought in for the trifling 
sum of £8 12s., but we understand it was sold soon after for three times 
that sum. Lot 27, a set of used copies of Wells, Fargo and Co.’s Pony 
Express stamps, brought £1 12s. Lot 46, a Broadway Post-Office, went 
for 43. Lot 71, Price’s City Express, large head, brought 19s., while Lot 
72, the small green Price, which is equally scarce, only realized 8s. Lots 
88 and 89, Swarts’ Rough and Ready Despatch, were sold for £1 19s. and 
£1 Gs. respectively. The common sets, which gave the more advanced 
collectors time to breathe, and were probably included in the sale for that 
purpose, brought good prices. Set Argentine Confederation, 1862 issue, 4s. 
Complete set Austrian-Italy, 3s. 6d. Complete set Baden, 2s. 6d.; the 
sets of Bavaria and Belgium brought the same. Lots 124 and 125, 
very fine specimens of the 5 cents violet and 10 cents brown Bolivia, sold 
for £1 3s. and 17s. respectively. Lots 140 to 143, a fine used set of the 
first issue of Luzon, were knocked down at very good prices, viz., 5 cuartos, 
£2 10s; 10 cuartos, £1 18s.; 1 real, £1 6s.; 2 reals, £1 5s. Lot 147, 
set 1867 Mexico on thin paper, went fcr £1 9s. Lot 156 set of unused 
view of Sidney, sold for £3 3s. Lot 170, set thirteen varieties 
of original Sicily stamps, brought 12s. Some of the Confederate States 
brought very good prices, while others went for nothing. Lot 201, a 
very fine copy of 10 cents rose, brought £1 Is., while the next lot, an 
unused copy not quite so fine in colour, was knocked down for 4s. Lot 219, 
a 5 cents slate Nashville unused, sold for £5. The Marions, as a set, 
brought the best prices of any of the provisionals, bringing £4 3s. for the 
2 cents., £5 5s. for the 3 cents, £6 6s. for the 5 cents, and £5 for the 
10 cents. P 

The whole 275 lots were all disposed of before half-past four, and 


realised £252 17s. 6d., about $1250. 
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AN ENGLISH MATCH STAMP. 


~ Axovur this time last year Mr. Lowe, the British Chancellor of the Ex- 

chequer, thought to follow our example and tax matches, and so confident 

he felt of Parliament a cepting his Budget, that he had a large quantity 
of stamps of the annexed design printed, cummed, and 
perforated ready for use; but, to use a common expres- 
sion, he “reckoned without his host ;” nearly the entire 
press of the country was opposed to it, and the poor 
match-makers held meetings to protest against it all 
over the country, and in London started to march to the 
Houses of Parliameut in a body, but were stopped by 
the police. The tax was'to have been one halfpenny on 
every hundred matches, and a penny on every hundred 
wax tapers. We have only heard of one stamp having 
been prepared, but this w ould make it appear that there 
must have been two. Mr. Lowe has the reputation of 
being an economical minister, but if this was the case, we 
should have thought he would have sold his beautiful production to some 
stamp dealer, instead of having them all destroyed. By this means he 
might have realized his motto, and made a “ little profit out of light,” or, 
at least, not lost by it. However, there is still a chance for him to sell the 


plates. 


AL | 





HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES POST OFFICE. 
By J. W. Scorv. 
(Continued from page 31.) 
GEORGIA, 


Tus State is bounded on the north by South Carolina, on the south by 

Florida, on the east by the Atlan‘ic Ocean, and on the west by Ak rbama. 

It is divided into i08 counties, and has a population of about 750,000 

iuhabitants. The principal cities are Savannah (the largest), Atlanta, 

Augusta, Macon, Columbus, and Milledgeville (the capital), all of which, 

except the last, have upwards of 14 000° inhabitants. In 1859 there were 
793 post-oflices in the Stute. 


ATHENS 


Is the county seat of Clark County,.and is situated on the Athens branch 
of the Georgia Ruilroad; it is the centre of a fine cotton-growing dis- 
trict. The present population is about 5,000. Mr. John Crawford was 
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United States Postmaster in 1859, and he retained his position under 
the Confederacy till Athens was occupied by the Federal troops. In 
1856 the office returned a net revenue to the Post-Office department of 
$1548.82. 
The stamp issued by Mr. Crawford would appear (as will be seen by the 
accompanying engraving) to have been copied from the Nashville or 
Knoxville Stamps, as it is scarcely probable that so near 
au copy could have been hit upon by the designer or 
engraver (?). We hope our artist will not feel insulted by 
calling the person who made it an engraver, if so we will 
use the more appropriate though less polite name of wood 
butcher. Not having been able to communicate with 
Mr. Crawford, we are unable to give any particulars, or to 
account for one peculiarity of the stamp; it will be noticed 
that the inscription reads “T. Crawrorp,” whereas it should have been 
“J. Crawrorp,” but we shall not be doing the engraver a very great 
injustice in setting it down as an error of his. 
The coloar is a peculiar dark dirty-leoking purple. There are about a 
dozen specimens of this stamp known to exist. 


MACON 


Is the county seat of Bibb County, and is situated on the Ocmulgee river, 
at the crossing of the Central Railroad. The present population is ahout 
16,000 inhabitants. Mr. Edward L. Strohecker held the position of 
United States’ postmaster in 1859, and retained his position till the close of 
the war. In 1856 the office returned a net revenue of $4997.85 to the 
Post-Office Department. 

The stamp of this city is better known to collectors than most of the 
provisivnals, and the writer of this article has repeatedly taken them off 
letters, so our readers may judge of his surprise on receiving a letter from 
Mr. Strohecker, in reply to the oft-quoted circular of the 20th May, 
stating “‘ that during the time I was postmaster I never issued any stamps 
or heard of anyone else doing so.” <A reply was immediately sent, 
enclosing a copy of the Macon stamp, and asking him what it was, and if 
he bad ever seen anything like it before ; after some delay, the anxiously- 
awaited reply came, in which Mr. Strohecker said that he had shown the 
stamp to his former head-clerk, and he at once recognised it, and also 
stated that after he looked at it a few times he-recollected using it himself, 
but it was only in use for a short time, and when first asked about it, it 
had quite slipped his memory, Unfortunately, I was not able to obtain 
any information concerning its circulation from him, but give the result 


of my own observations. . 3 
The stamp is printed from printers’ type, with a type border. The 
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annexed cut gives a very good idea of its appearance. In common with 
most type-printed stamps, varieties exist ; some showing 
post orricx.|) marks of the spaces or leads shifting down, and so making 


FIVE 


indistinct black lines, are not worth collecting, even if they 
were obtainable; but another and important variety con- 
ic ENTS. sists of the letters composing the word Five, the letters of 
MACON, GA. which in the variety is composed of letters having the 
points of the r and £ slanting outward (thus FIVE). Both 
varieties are found printed in black on bluish and greenish paper. 

Probab'y twenty specimens of this stamp have passed through our 
hands, but the post-marks have always been too indistinct to determine the 
date with certainty. 





(To be continued.) 


A JAPANESE STATE PAPER. 

Ir is but a few years since the first Japanese ambassadors arrived in 
Europe. Their country had been for many ages civilized after the 
Oriental fashion, but of all, or nearly all, the ameliorating innovations 
recently introduced into European life they were ignorant. Their 
knowledge of the habits of the Western nations was derived solely from 
the information disseminated by our own representatives on their visit to 
the Japanese empire; but superficial as it must necessarily have been, it 
was sufficient to incite in them and in their sovereign a desire to learn 
more, and to profit by what they might learn. On their arrival in 
Europe, as they came across new inventions and institutions, they 
carefully took note of them, and on their return home the Japanese 
government lost no time in turning their observations to some practical 
benefit. 

Among the institutions of which the excellence most forcibly struck 
them, that of State post-offices and their machinery must certainly be 
numbered, and the result is now shown in the establishment of a regular 
postal service in Japan. We recently had the pleasure of chronicling the 
emission of a series of postage stamps by the government as a necessary 
corollary to this measure, and we are now able to place before our readers 
a translation of the document in which the Japanese Council of State informs 
the public of the postal facilities which it will henceforth enjoy. This 
document, we may say without undue enthusiasm, is written in a truly 
noble spirit, showing as it does such a statesmanlike appreciation of the 
benefits of inter-communication, and such unprejudiced willingness to 


adopt that system whereby alone those benefits can be secured. The 
following is the text :*— 


* Copied verbatim from an English newspaper, published in Japan, and obligingly com- 
munivated to us by a correspondent. 
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NoriFIcaTIon. 


It is of the greatest importance for public and private objects to facilitate as far as possible 
communication by post. Hitherto this service has been entirely left to private enterprise, so 
that great delay has frequently occured in the transmission of letters. Sometimes it has re- 
quired more than ten days for the letter to arrive at a distance of a hundred miles or so. 
a in other cases there was the fear that letters never reached their destination at 
a 


The charge for letters required to be forwarded with expedition has been very high, and 
the poorer em in remote parts of the country have been entirely shut out from mutual 
intercourse. From the difficulty of _—e the condition of affairs, and the market prices 
of produce in different parts, it has often happened that groundless rumours have been spread 
abroad, and the public mind has been misled thereby. 


The knowledge of these facts has excited our profoundest commiseration. 


It is therefore our intention gradually to inaugurate a general system of posts on all the 
high roads of the empire, so that there may be intercommunication of thought between the 
most remote points, and the state of affairs througout the country be ascertained 
with ease and quickness, so that all classes may be able to have their letters forwarded with 
the greatest possible expedition. As an experiment only, posts will be dispatched daily from 
Yedo to Kioto in 62 hours, and to Osaka in 78 hours, beginning from the Ist day of the 3rd 
month (April 20th). The system will admit of letters being forwarded, not only to those 
places, but to all the towns on the Tokaido, to all villages within ten or twelve miles of them 
and to the provinces of Ise and Mino. 


For the information of persons desirous of availing themselves of the post, directions are 
given below. 


First Month, 1871. 
(Signed), COUNCIL OF STATE. 


The emission of postage stamps is not an isolated indication of progress 
but one of a series. A railway is being made several hundred miles in 
length, and the Mikado himself attended the opening of the first section. 
Tramways are being laid down. First among foreign nations, the 
Japanese are following the English example in forming a society for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals. The government is declaring for free 
trade, and has resolved, when the treaties are revised next year, to 
expunge the prohibition on the export of rice. Lastly, as a necessary 
preparation for entering into competition for the world’s trade, the coinage 
has been revised, and, as stated by a correspondent in our pages a short 
time since, the unit of currency is the dollar, or rather a coin identical in 
value therewith, called the yan. A supply of yan, half yan, and quarter 
yan silver pieces has just been struck in the United States, bearing for 
design, on the obverse, sun and rays; wreath below, three flow ers above ; . 
on the reverse, the imperial dragon. Besides this, the Continental Bank 
Note Company, of New York, has just completed the engraving of plates 
for two denominations of Japanese paper money—one yan and five yans, 
which latter event, we may in conclusion say, points to probabilities with 
regard to future postal emissions ; and we venture to predict that the next 
series will be engraved in the United States, in which case we may find 
the Newfoundland stamps rivalled by their Japanese confréres— The Slamp- 
Collector’s Magazine. 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Cryton.—We annex an engraving of a new envelope for this island, 
together with two of the adhesives described last month. It should be 







Pt eh I At A ASS, 


VLAD 





remembered that the 96 cent. is s/afe, not black, as we now print it. The 
envelope we give on the authority of the Philatecical Journal, not having 
had an opportunity of inspecting it, and are unable to say of how many 
ralues the set will consist. 


Western AvsrrauiaA, AND Eayrpt.—Before going 
further we must correct two errors that accidentally 
crept into last number. The cut of La Guaira was, un- 
fortunately, substituted for that of Western Australia 
(to make sure of it we now give it in black), and we 
printed the engraving of the 10 para, Egypt, in the 
colour of the 65 p. 





tusstA.—Lamboff.—The diminutive stamp here depicted is the first 
issued local for this town. It has lately been replaced by 
one of similar design, of the value of 5k. The last issue 
is a decided improvement in regard to workmanship, and 
the colour greatly adds to the appearance. The colours 
and values are—3 k. black, 5 k. mauve. 

Livni.—This is perhaps the plainest of all the locals, 
being simply a circular inscription in black on dark crimson 
paper, from which it is punched out, leaving a scalloped edge. 

Sownma.—We note a new value for this town, of a similar design to the 
last, 5 k. deep red. 

Drccan.—The third series of these stamps has just been completed by the 
addition of three new values. The set now consists of—- 





4 anna, red 4 annas, slate 

1 ,, brownish black 8 , brown 
2 annas, green 12.., blue 
%  ,,  veddish brown 





fac simile of a hand stamp impressed in black for 
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New Soutn Wares.—The beautiful stamp for this country, given below, 
has just made its appearance. An engraving of it was given in these 
pages as long ago as July, 1870, when, by a lucky accident, we hit 


ey 


PUL 





THREE. erare 





upon the correct colour. The accompanying cuts represent the three cents 
Prince Edward’s Island, described last month, and a beautiful Spanish 
essay from the collection of M. de Ysasi. 

Spain.—We have lately seen a curious engraver's error from this country. 
It consists of nine 1 real green 1855 stamps, but tiie centre one has a well 
formed 2 in place of a 1, 

Hunecary.—This country has altered its newspaper stamp, probably for 

some wise purpose ; but we cannot 


O [GBe DO Pieie] >, imagine what that may be, unless it 
Po ee is that the wind has ch: anged, which = 
vo made it necessary to ¢ change the posi- ae 
Excs § tion of the horn. The new comer is (a 


printed in red. We annex a cut of 
the old issue, so that our readers can 
note the difference. 

Turkry.—This peculiar and bold-locking cut is a 


newspapers delivered in Constantinople. The 
Turkish inscription reads URGETE AHS SLOUNMOUS, 
signifying prepaid. 

“BritIsH Honpvras.—The Philatelist announces 
that a threepenny stamp, of the same design as 
the other values, will shortly be issued. 

Greav Brrraw.—This country has at last changed the design of one of 
its stamps. Incredible as this announcement may appear, it is nevertheless 
true. The design, which is decidedly the best the country has produced, 
consists of the usual diademed profile of the Queen to left, enclosed in a 
hexagonal white frame, PostaGu at top SIXPENCE at bottom, in straight 
lines, ornamented spandrels, and the corners are disfigured with the usual 
letters. It is watermarked with a rose, and perforated. The colour is 
light brown. We hoped to have been able to give an engraving, but it 
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would have delayed the number too long, so it will have to stand over till 
next month. 

Cart or Goop Horz.—The penny stamp of this colony appears to have 
undergone some slight alteration; there is no shading on the face of the 
latest arrivals, and less on other parts of the figure than heretofore, but 
the most noticeable difference consists in the addition of a white line to the 
frame of the picture. 

Untrep Srares.—We have lately discovered a new shape of the 1853 
issue three cent envelope stamp. The resuscitation has the lower flap 
very narrow, not more than -an inch and a-half wide. It is probably the 
first shape of the patent envelope. The seven cent stamp is again in 
active use. It will be remembered that this was prepared when the 
postage to Germany was lowered to seven cents, but the rate being soon 
after reduced to six cents, it was withdrawn from circulation. The 
Government, having lately concluded a postal treaty with Denmark, which 
reduces that postage to seven cents, has found it necessary to reissue this 
beautiful stamp. 

Fist Istanps.—The paper upon which these stamps are printed is water- 
marked with the words Fiji posTaGE, each stamp in the centre row getting 
only one letter. Watermark collectors will have to take the entire row. 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF ALL REVENUE STAMPS. 


(Continued from page 48, vol. iv.) 


Great Brirarn. 


Foreien Birt Sramps.—First Issue.—Head of Queen Victoria to left 
in oval band, inscribed BILL OF EXCHANGE DRAWN OUT OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, value above and below ; rorEIGN in straight line at top, BILL 
below. Watermarked V.R. Size, 2} in. by fj in. 1 penny, 2, 3, 6, and 
9 pence; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 74, 10, and 15 shillings; £1, £1 10s., £2, £2 10s., 
and £5. Lilac. 

Second Issue——Same as last issue with the values printed in red, 
perforation larger, same watermark and size. 1 penny, 2, 3, 6, and 9 
pence; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7}, 10, and 15 shillings; £1, £1 10s, £2, £2 10s., 
and £5. Reddish violet, lilac. 

Third Issue—Head of Queen Victoria to left in oval, with value in 
large open letters in curve above and below ; roREIGN at top, BILL below, 
in straight lines. Watermarked V.R. Size, 14 in. by }in. 1 penny, 
3, 6, and 9 pence. Lilac. 

Head of Queen Victoria in rectangle, value in straight lines above and 
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below—vorEIGn at top, B1LL below, in straight lines; same watermark and 
size. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 74,10, and 15 shillings. Reddish violet. 

Head of Queen Victoria in octagon, value above and below in curved 
lines; FOREIGN at top, BILL below, in straight lines; same watermark and 
size. £1, £1 10s., £2, £2 10s., and £5. 

Fourth Issue.—Same as last issue, same watermark and size. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 74, 10, and 15 shillings; £1, £1 10s, £2, £2 10s., and £5. Green. 

Drart Sramps.—Head of Queen Victoria in oval garter, inscribed prarr 
ONE PENNY, engine-turned ground; watermark an anchor, rectangle. 1 
penny. Brown. 

Recerpr Stramps—Head of Queen Victoria in oval garter, inscribed 
RECEIPT ONE PENNY, engine-turned ground; watermark an anchor, 
rectangle. 1 penny. Blue. 

Head of Queen Victoria in oval, inscribed pRAFT PAYABLE ON DEMAND 
OR RECEIPT ONE PENNY, engine-turned ground; watermark an anchor, 
rectangle. 1 penny. Lilac. 

Head of Queen Victoria to left in circle, inscribed INLAND REVENUE, 
crown above, value in straight line below; watermark an anchor, 
rectangle. 1 penny. Lilac. 

Head of Queen Victoria in oval, inscribed INLAND REVENUE ONE PENNY, 
engine-turned ground ; watermark an anchor, small rectangle. 1 penny. 
Lilac. 

Head of Queen Victoria in oval, inscribed INLAND REVENUE, white 
ground ; watermark an anchor, small rectangle. 1 penny. Lilac. 

Lire Poricy Sramps.—Head of Queen Victoria in circle, inscribed 
LIFE Pocicy and value, numeral of value in outline above and below ; water- 
mark three anchors. Size, 3} in. by 1 in. 1, 2, and 3 shillings. Brown. 

Customs Stamps. — First Issue.—Various fancy designs, with crown 
above and value below; date of issue in small circles. Surcharged 
customs in black, and separated by black lines. No watermark ; rectangular. 
1 penny, 4 and 6 pence; 1, 2, 5, and 10 shillings; 1, 5, and 10 pounds; 
embossed, pink on bluish paper. 

Second Issue-——Head of Queen Victoria to left in various designed 
frames, inscribed cusroms and value; watermark a ship, rectangle. 


1 penny, head in circle, rose. 2 shillings, head in oval, lilac. 
4 pence, » rectangle, rose. 5 - » circle, lilac. 
6 ” ” hexagon ” | 10 ” ” ” ” 
1 shilling » oval, lilac. | 1 pound, head in rectangle, 


1s. 6d., head in circle, rose. green. 


1 
} 
i 
| 


Head of Queen Victoria in circle, value above and below, customs at 
bottom ; no watermark. Size, 24 in. by lin. £5. Green. 


(To be continued.) 
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REVIEWS OF PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS. 
The Canadian Philatelist. Birt, Williams, and Co., Box 309, Quebec, 

Canada, 

This is the title of a new candidate for the suffrages of the stamp- 
collecting fraternity in Canada, and if they fulfil the promises given in 
their first number, we have no doubt but that they will deserve it. But 
we should not advise them to be too sanguine about getting it. They 
claim it to be the first Canadian stamp paper ; surely this must be a mis- 
print for last, or was the Record started before its editor was born, which 
would account for his not being acquainted with it. 


The Collector. David W. Jagger, Box 40, Newbury, N.Y. 

Four numbers of this neat little paper are now before us, but unfortu- 
nately for young stamp collectors, but a small portion of its four pages is 
occupied with stamp matters. We extract a few lines concerning the 
Japan stamps, that may be of interest to our readers:—“ I have just 
returned from a voyage to China and Japan; while in Hongkong I 
received a few of the stamps of that colony, and in Yokohama some of 
the Japanese stamps, all of which I enclose, and take much pleasure in 
contributing them to your collection. I was told that the four classes of 
Japanese stamps are the only ones that have been issued by the Japanese 
Government, and these only as an experiment, and are not in common use.” 


Descriptive List of all Postage Stamps, Illustrated with over 100 Coloured 
Engravings.~ Twenty-fourth Edition. J. W. Scott and Co.,75 and 77, 
Nassau-street, New York; 46, Leadenhall-street, London, England. 
After a publication has reached its twenty-fourth edition there is but 

little use in reviewing it, either for the information of the public or the 

guidance of its publisher, so suffice it to say that it has been completed up 
to the day of publication, and the prices considerably lowered. The entire 
body of the work has been reset, and the watermarks of the different 
stamps added. The illustrations that have heretofore been distributed 
throughout the book are now collected and arranged into eight pages, 

which are printed in colours, giving accurste representations of 128 

stamps. We now turn to our long-neglected European contemporaries, 


The Stamp Collector’s Magazine. Bath: Alfred Smith and Co. 

The April number of this publication opens with a three-page review of 
the late auction sale, which is replete with inaccuracies from beginning to 
end; it is presumedly an editurial, but it is very certain the editor was 
not at the sale, and the writing shows conclusively that it must have been 
the work of a very young collector. The excellent article “ Papers for 
Beginners” is continued in this number, the Moldavia stamps being 
treated upon. 
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The Philatelical Journal. James R. Grant and Co., 18, Puaradise-street, 

Birmingham. 

This is the latest addition to the philatelic literature of England, and 
from the appearance of its first number, we predict it a hearty welcome. It 
is the first publication whose proprictors have been enterprising enough to 
copy our system of giving the engravings in the colours of the stamps 
represented. ‘The numbers already out contain some valuable papers, some 
of which will be reproduced here when space permits. ‘The editor, 
although an accomplished writer, evidently lacks experience in the 
editorial department. It certainly shows very bad taste to review his 
own writings that appeared in the Stamp Collector’s Magazine ; and foolish 
fabrications concerning American dealers and collectors are neither moral 
nor entertaining. 

The Philatelist. Brighton: Stafford, Smith, and Co. 

This really excellent publication is as usual full of interest, and its de- 
scriptions of new issues are generally the first notices collectors have of the 
advent of new stamps. We specially commend a descriptive list of all 
telegraph stamps to the notice of amateurs. 


The Stamp Collector's Journal, and Philatelical Opinion. London: Light 


and Jackson. 

This is a twelve-page double-column monthly, devoted to the interests 
of stamp collectors. ‘The managers evidently intend to do their duty to 
their subscribers by keeping them informed of current events. It was the 
only paper that gave notice of the approaching stamp auction, all its 
contemporaries preferring to keep the matter as quiet as possible, till it 
was too lute to divert any stray coppers from their publishers’ pockets. 
We notice considerable improvement in the last number, and the addition 
of three excellent engravings. It is a pity that two pages should be 
wasted in publishing a lot of useless puzzles. 


Postage Stamp Album. Londen: J. W. Scott and Co. 

This is an English edition of an old-established favourite in the United 
States, and is specially designed for begiuners. It contains spaces for 
twelve hundred stamps arranged under their proper heads, and a vast 
amount of information valuable to all. One of the most noticeable features 
is the introduction of about 150 well-executed engravings of new and 
scarce stamps, which will be found of great service to the youthful 
amateur. In regard to the mechanical part, the printing is very clear and 
black, the paper heavy, and well calculated for the purpose for which it is 
intended ; while the binding is everything that could be desired ; and last, 
but not least, the prices at which it is retailed (ls. Gd., 2s., and 2s, 6d.) 
places it within the reach of all. 
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CLIPPINGS. 


Posrat Detays 1y Casumere.—A good story comes to us from Cash- 
mere, and, we are sorry to say, a true one. One day, no letters were 
distributed at Srinnugar, and anxious inquirers at the post office could 
obtain no information or redress. At length an official circular came 
round to all the residents, stating that, as an Fxglish officer had severely 
thrashed the postmaster that morning, this functionary was disabled by his 
wounds from discharging his duties, and no letters would be issued until 
his recovery.—Caleutta Englishman. 


LayinGc THE CorNER Srone or THE New Post-orrice at Bostox.— 
Should any doubt respecting the issues of the United States adhesives and 
envelopes exist among the philatelists of centuries hence, the following 
extract from the proceedings at the above-mentioned ceremony may put 
them in the right way to settle the matter. Among the manifold contents 
of the box deposited beneath the corner stone of the building about to be 
erected were—“ Specimens of the embossed United States stamped enve- 
lopes, issued between July, 1852, and July, 1870; specimens of the 
embossed United States envelopes (new series), issued October, 1870; 
specimens of the United States postage stamps, engraved on steel, issued 
between July, 1851, and August 1, 1864; specimens of the United 
States postage stamps, engraved on steel, issued between August, 
1861, and March, 1869; specimens of the United States periodical 
and newspaper stamps, issued between October 1, 1865, and February, 
1869; specimens of the United States postage stamps, engraved 
on steel, issued April, 1869; specimens of the United States postage 
stamps, engraved on steel, issued February, 1870; schedule of the prives 
of stamped envelopes and newspuper wrappers, July 1, 1871; list of special 
agents of the Post-office department; official Post-office Directory, &., &c.” 
—The Philatelist. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


H. A. F., Yorx.—You will find the desired information in the present 
number. 

Pararerist, PLainFieLD, N.J.—No. 1 and 7 of the stamps you send 
are genuine, the balance are all counterfeit. 

Arua, Rome, Ga.—Great Britain issued the first adhesive postage 
stamp. 

AvuEsivE, PaitapetrHia.—Our publishers will consider your proposal 
in regard to issuing an album for adhesives only. 
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THE PETERSBURG PROVISIONAL STAMP. 


An inquiry as to the possible genuineness of three distinct printings, types, or series, 


Taere is so much that is doubtful, or almost verminous coming from the 
States, and the prices are so inflated, that it behoves us to show a bold 
front, to be less trustful, and to judge for ourselves without prejudice, 
making our standing point common sense, and not possibility. The first 
mention we find of a Petersburg stamp is in the S. C. I, for June, 1866, 
but where that specimen is now, we are unable to trace. The next notice 
appears to be in the American Journal of Philately, tor March, 1870, and 
up to that date specimens were very scarce. Now, however, specimens of 
a certain type are common, #.c., plentiful, though held at high prices. We 
will divide those from which we are about to describe, into three classes or 
types (I., II., III.,) and, in a tabular form, these are the generic differences 
between them. 

For convenience, and the saving of repetition, we divide the stamp into 
parts, thus :— 
a ae <5 . Top ornaments. 
Mae. 228 . Name. 

PETERSBURG, br 

WS: . Ornaments below. 


Bs) VIRGINIA, GN g 
panera s d. Posr Orrice. 

’ Ornaments below. 

J. Numeral. 
. Ornaments each side. 
: ~ below. 

i. W. E. Bass, P.M. 

j. Ornaments below. 

k. Outer side edges. 

i. Corners. 





. Po ob. 
<4 W. E. BASS, P.M. p> 
WA ee 


Cry cs] 
vv 


I. 

a. Right ornaments turned up. 

b. Finishing strokes very slight, first G above level of the other letters, and is especially 
unfinished at top. P is exactly over centre of ornament beneath comma ; slight and slants 
to right, and is exactly over centre of ornament beneath, Virernia, in shghtly smaller 
letters. 

c. Ornaments eight, turned down. : 

d. Lettering thick and heavy, bottom stroke of P very long and disproportionate ; top 
quite clear of, and to right of, ceutre of ornament above, and further still from one below. 
O of orFicE nearly a block letter, the right side being imperceptibly the thickest. Other 
letters thick, almost block. 

e. Eight ornaments down, of which sometimes all, but more often the three to right, 
scarcely show the curves at top. 

J. Perfectly straight, tail curved up and rather thin in comparison with the round of figure, 
which is thick and clumsy, beginning too high. : 

g. Three ornaments turned up and three down on each side, the lower ones with curves 
imperfect. They are not a opposite the ornaments above and below them, the top 
being to right, the lower left nearly opposite, and the lower right to the right of the said 
ornaments. 











peeeaien 
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h. Eight ornaments turned up. ; : ; 

i. Double ‘the space below, that there is above.. Period after W, so W. « Comma after 
Bass larger than one at C, and straighter, though there is an imperceptible outward inclina- 
tion. 

j. Eight ornaments turned down. 


IL. 

a Eight ornaments turned up. 

b. Type'entirely different, bolder and larger, comma thick and heavy, slanting to left, and 
exactly over ornament beneath. P to left of ornament beneath, or just over. VIRGINIA in 
much smaller letters than PkrerssurG, narrower than L., A the tallest letter. 

c. Ornaments eight, turned down. 

d. Type entirely different. Down stroke of P exactly under centre of ornament, above it 
and very close to it in some, but a little further to the right in others, 

e. Eight ornaments turned down, but invariably perfect. 

Jf. Down stroke slants, tail natural, hollowed out, but not turning upwards. 

g. AsI., but invariably perfect. ‘The upper row resembles I. in position. 

h, Eight ornaments turned down. 

i. Name almost in centre of space, comma after Bass smaller, or same size as one after 
PETERSBURG, never larger as in L. 


IIT. 

a. Eight ornaments turned up. 

b. Type entirely different with I. and II., but heavily finished as II., E dropped, P to right 
of ornament beneath, comma nearly same as IL., but quite straight. 

c. Ornaments eight, turned down. 

d. Type entirely different with I. and IL Capitals larger than II., other letters thinner, 
the thick strokes being more graduated. O of Orriceg, has left side thicker than right. 

e. As IL. 


J. Down stroke slants, and the figure is nearly same thickness throughout; the ball is 
clearly cut. 


g. As L, but invariably perfect ; the upper row is like I., but the lower row has each orna- 
ment to right of centres of row f. 
h. Eight orneménts turned up. 


i. More space above than below name ; comma after Bass smaller than one at C, and it has 
a slight outward inclination as in L 


From the preceding it will be observed that, though the frames may be 
substantially alike, the lettering is totally different, ¢.e., each imitates or 
resembles the other, but the letters: themselves, though all of the same 
generic name, are from different founts. The figure 5, too, is different. in 
each, and, very curiously, I. is always obliterated by a large black oval 
with date (March in ull specimens before us), II. has a blue circle with 
date, varying from February to December, whilst III. is unobliterated. Of 
each of these types there are the following varieties before us :— 


I. f. The 5 has the tail thicker and not curved up so much, rounded part 
is also thicker. 


g. Of the lowest three on the left, that nearest the 5 is turned up. 


II. 1. No comma after pererssure, the right hand outer border has 
the second ornament from the bottom turned down. Postmarked 
December. 

2. The lowest three at fturn up. Postmarked Oct. 22 


Me 
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3. The lowest edge has nine ornaments, the left hand corner being 
occupied by the extra one. Postmarked December. 

4. p of posr broken at top. Postmarked Sep. 26. Oct. 20. 

Il}. The only variety resembles that of I. in the reversed ornament g. 


REMARKS. 


Specimens of I. ‘may be easily disposed of as thoroughly good and well 
authenticated. The colour is dull red on rather thick soft paper; the 
postmark is always black and a transverse oval, lettered perrrspura, date, 
va. all in capitals.. Specimens of III: may be equally soon settled. We 
have seen but two copies, both unused, and resembling the two variations 
of I., but the figure is precisely the same in each. Is it too much to 
assume that they are imitations of I.? Their colour is a dull dirty red on 
common paper much too thin. 

Specimens of II. are now the most numerous of any. This type is totaily 
different to the other two, and the principal point common to all speci- 
mens is the row at 4 being turned down. The inquiry into the genuineness 
of these is a matter of the greatest delicucy, for some have come to us 
under the best of auspices. We have before us eight specimens, all with 
the blue circular postmark, five on original envelopes, but we do not feel 
justified in accepting the letters as genuine, or any of the stamps, save 
one, to be real. Now if we can prove this to the satisfaction of our 
readers, will they think that our previous language on the subject of 
recent Confederate resuscitations was unjustifiably strong? Rather the 
other way, we trust. 

Putting the one (presumedly) genuine aside, let us examine the seven 
suspected. The postmark of type L. is black, oval, and on all our four speci- 
mens dated March; now, type IJ., which differs in everything from I., is 
postmarked with a blue circle, and dated variously February to December, 
t.e., before and after the black obliteration used in March on the known 
genuine type. The dates upon those on envelopes appear to us to be 
stamped in the centre of the circle aster the name, but we should not like to 
assert this positively ; but if it be so, it looks “fishy.” The five addressed 
envelopes are all to a certain W.C. Upchurch, of Raleigh, North Carolina ; 
those postmarked Feb. 7 and Oct, 20 are similar in writing and envelope : 
the next, dated Dec. 26, is directed in a bold hand, and the face of the 
envelope bears a lithographic grey design, ‘Smyth, Stone, and Banks, 
Grocers and Commission Merchants, Petersburg, Va.” ‘The other two are 
dated Oct. 22 and Nov. 23 respectively, and the address is a scrawl. Each 
of the envelopes bears on face the imprint of “ R. A. Young & Bro., Grocers 
and General Uommission Merchants, 93, Sycamore Street, Petersburg, Va.’’ 
So long as we fancied these letters were from three separate persons or firms, 
we were disposed to believe in the genuineness of every one of the stamps, 
and at first sight the handwritings looked quite different ; but on a very 
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careful examination (not alone and unaided either), we unhesitatingly 
pronounce the directions to have been all written by one man, and thus 
we are enabled to expose one of the cleverest but most abominable swindles 
of recent days. Strong language, suy some of our transatlantic friends ; yes, 
very, we urbanely agree. And then, as if the thing was not quite bad 
enough, we are supplied with a specimen of 1853 3c. envelope, struck 
without colour, addressed to this same Upchureh, and evidently sent to 
show the methodical manner in which Mr. Upchurch kept his correspond- 
ence in their original envelopes. This is all very convincing, but then, 
again, the person who addressed the letters from Petersburg in 1861 also 
directed this envelope of 1853 from Baltimore ; he writes a sweet hand, or 
assortment of hands, and should be invaluable to an autograph dealer. 
Further examination reveals that this 3c. 1853 was once in colour, for the 
back of the stamps shows it clearly ; but by a delicate and sweetly-pretty 
process, this supposititious Southern correspondent of the probably 
mythical Upchurch, removed the red ink from the surface without touch- 
ing the glaze on the paper. 

The addresses being proved unreliable on the five submitted to us (and 
more were left behind), we can only suppose that the other two copies are 
equally bad with those on the envelopes; we will, therefore, describe the 
old specimen from Mr. Philbrick’s collection, which proves the existence 
of a second printing or type of Peterburgs, and the use of a blue circular 
postmark later in the year. This specimen is of pale red, with a slight 
rosy tint, the suspected, or we may say the false, are of rose-red to rosy 
vermilion, and the paper is harder, whiter, and crisper, than Mr. Phil- 
brick’s ; the most intense specimens are struck very heavily, the whole 
design thus appearing in relief at back. 

The genuine specimen resembles type II. as typically described, but has 
the three lower right hand ornaments at g turned upwards. The type 
used is precisely the same in good and bad. In (1) there is no dot after 
the P, as there is in all other specimens of type II. we have seen, and the 
other great difference being in the numeral 5; this in the bad is an 
ordinary well-made figure with the down stroke long and sloping, in the 
genuine this stroke is shorter and less slanting, and the tail of figure is 
short, but slopes upwards, it is thin and of same degree of thinness all 
through ; it is therefore an uncommon-looking figure. The curve of figure 
gets very thin before the ball in the genuine; like variety 4 of type ILI. it 
has the P of Posr broken at top, but though every other detail (save 
tigure and reversed ornaments) are alike in good and bad, Perersspurc is 
differently placed, the P. being to the left of, and quite clear of, the 
ornament below it, There are two specimens of var. 4, on envelopes, one 
dated September 26, the other October 20th, the genuine is dated October. 
Now weighing all these facts, we can only conclude that all of type II. 
before us, save one, are forgeries, or reprints in several varieties, but all 
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with an ordinary figure, instead of one with the tail turning up; they 
may be told by the heaviness of the impressions, and hardness of the 
paper, and the colour is usually very intense. Such a well-perpetrated 
swindle has never been exposed, and its existence should be a warning to 
us.—From the Philatelical Journat. 


HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES POST OFFICE. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
(Continued from p. 44.) 
TOUISIANA. 

This State was first settled by the French, a colony having been founded 
here by M. D’Iberville as early as 1699, and it received its first charter 
from the king of France in 1712, who granted it to M. Crozart; but after 
five years it was returned to the king. It next fell into the hands of a 
Paris company headed by the notorious John Law, but was soon after 
returned to the crown, who held the territory up to 1762, when it was 
ceded to Spain to prevent its falling into the hands of the English. In 
1800 France again obtained possession of this fertile State, and three years 
later sold it to the United States for 60,000,000 francs (12,000,000 dols.) 
In 1812 it was admitted an equal member of our glorious Union. 

The State is bounded on the east by the State of Mississippi, on the west 
by Texas, on the north by Arkansas, and on the south by the Gulf of 
Mexico. It extends from W., longitude 88° 50° to 94° 20’, and its extreme 
southern point is in N. latitude 28° 50’, whilst its northern limit is in 
N. latitude 33°. The average length is about 240 miles, and its breadth 
rather more than 200 miles, the area being 46,431 square miles, and is 
divided into forty-seven parishes or counties. In 1860 the population 
numbered about 600,000 inhabitants, of whom about half were slaves. The 
principal cities are, New Orleans, Shreveport, Baton Rouge, and Opelousas. 
In 1859 there were 341 post-offices in the State. 

Baton Rover:—Baton Rouge is the county seat of the county of the 
same name. It is located on the Mississippi river, 129 miles above New 
Orleans. The present population is about 3000. Joseph M‘Cormick was 
United States postmaster at the commencement of the war, and retained 
his position under the Confederate government. In 1856 the office 
returned a nett revenue to the post-office department of $2,625.97. 

The stamp issued by Mr. M‘Cormick has long been known to collectors, 
and has been repeatedly acknowledged by its author. The numerous 
counterfeits of it that are distributed among collectors make its appearance 
familiar to all, and many. have been deceived by them; but this is scarcely 
to be wondered at when we find Mr. M‘Cormick engaged in selling some 
of the worst. In reply to my circular of the 20th of May, I received a 
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letter hou: Mr. M Cormick, who informed me that he had some of the 
5 and 10 cents ones left, which he would sell me at one dollar each. The 
money was immediately sent, and in return I got two well-known counter- 
feits} which are usually sold in packets with other vermin. These were of 
course returned, and ‘I informed him that I believed he had been made 
the dupe of. some designing persons, and requested him to give me the 
full particulars (as to where he obtained the stamps, &c.) for publication, 
pointed out to him the swindle he was helping, and told him. that if, he 
did not make an explunation he would get the blame of the transaction. 
To this I received no answer, but had my two dollars returned by regis- 
yy tered letter less the regietreiion fee. ~The camps was printed 








p ba ye a8 all dies type-printed stamps, varieties exist. The ‘most 
Ce noticeable are those having the name spelt MeCormick. 
; The groundwork of the stamp is printed in green, and the 
border and lettering in carmine, and has a very pretty 
appearance for this class of stamps. It was only in use a 
short time before the Government stamps were issued, and is now 
extremely scarce. I know of about eight copies now in existence. 

New Orieans—is the county seat of New Orleans county, and is 
situated on the Mississippi river, 110 miles from its mouth. It is. the 
largest city in the South, and the ninth in the United States, having a 
population of 250,000. Mr. J. L. Riddell was appointed postmaster just 
before the wer, and retained his position till New Orleans was occupied 
by the Federal forces. In 1856 the office returned a nett revenue to the 
department of $62,200.37. 

The stamps issued by Mr. Riddell were amongst the earliest of the pro- 
visionals known to philatelists, and were reprinted for collectors soon after 
the city was occupied by the Federal forees. Soon after the surrender 
a New York dealer applied to Mr. Riddell for a quantity of his stamps, 
but he refused to sell them under the face value, which the party did not 
feel inclined to give, as he wanted a large quantity. Finding he could 
not obtain the desired stamps at his own price of Mr. Riddell, he resorted 
to other means to obtain his object; and it is but doing him justice to say 
that, being a strong Union man, he did not believe that the stamps really 
belonged to Mr. Riddell, as it was in. his opinion an act of treason to issue 
them. ‘To resume my story, he despatched an agent to New Orleans who 
found out the printer, and learnt that he had the plates in his posses- 
sion, and induced him to reprint a supply of the red and blue 2 cents and 
brown 5 cents; but by some oversight he neglected to reprint the 5 cents 
on blue paper. The stock of the 2 cents stamps has been exhausted for 
some time, and but few of the 5 are left. I have every reason to believe 
that the plates were afterwards destroyed. 

The design is quite distinct from any other provisional, and is not 
altogether devoid of beauty when printed in the clean bright colours of 
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the first impressions, but the stones from whicli they were printed soon 
deteriorated, and fine copies are very scarce. The small 8 inithe centre 


of the figire 5 is very curious, and I am quite unable to discover any 
meaning or -use in it. The cancellations are seldom found complete, or 
distinct enough to make-out ; but from the few clean specimens I ete had 
the opportunity of examining, I have come to the conclusion that the 
2 cents blue and 5 cents brown were issued first, but were soon followed 
by the 2 cents red and 6 cents brown on blue paper. » Only one specimen 
of the 5 cents red is known, and that I believe to be:a proof. The stamps 
are lithographed in plates of forty; the following notice is found above 
and. below each sheet: ‘ Usable exclusively in the New Orleans Post 
Office.” Two impressions are usually given on each sheet of paper. 

The 5 cents New Orleans is the only Confederate provisional that is 
common, which would indicate that it must have been in use for a consi- 
derable time; but there are three circumstances which must be taken into 
consideration : first, the stamps having been reprinted, this would in a 
measure decrease’ the demand for original copies ; second, New Orleans has 
about five times the number of inhabitants of any southern city that 
issued stamps; third, the immense business of the city would necessitate 
the writing of a large number of letters, Specimens of the 2 cents stamps 
are very scarce, not more than five or-six having come under my notice. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Princs Epwarp Isix.—Relying on “information received,” we stated 
in'the March number of the journal that the new set for this island con- 
sisted of 1 cent orange, 3 cents pink, 6 cents violet, and 12 cents green. 
Unfortunately our information was incorrect in regard to two of the 
values, viz., the 6 and 12 cents. Now two more stamps are added of 
the values. of 2 and 4 cents; the latter is printed in bright green, and is 
decidedly the best looking of the set. The 6 cents is black instead of violet. 
We hope our enterprising contemporary will announce the error next 
month, now that we have pointed it out for them; but perhaps it would be 
as well for our mutual readers if they had noticed it earlier. 

Norra German. Coneeveration.—The colour of 4 groschen is now 
changed from vermillion to pale orange. 




















60 THe American Journnat or Pamarey. [ May, 






Untrep Strares.—We have lately seen an essay for a “ post card,” if we 
may use the word for our own country ; but in fact it is neither a post 
card nor an envelope,-but a compound of both. The nondescript before us 
consists of a white card five by three inches, to which is affixed a sheet of 
Manilla paper sufficiently large to cover one side and turn over from a 
quarter to half an inch all round on the other; this is gummed fast on the 
lower edge, and adhesive at the upper, to allow of sealing after the com- 
munication has been written. The front of the wrapper, on which the 
address is to be written, is surrounded by a border similar to that on the 
Engtstr cards, with a space left for an adhesive stamp in the upper right 
hand corner, with the arms of the United States in the upper left hand 
corner; underneath this are three dotted lines for the address; above this, 
near frame in the centre, is, Parenrep Avucusr 8, 1871. In the border 
above is, AMERICAN POST CARD COMPANY, with the address to correspond 


below. 

Portucurse Ixpies.—An engraving is going the round of the press of 
a reported stamp for the Portuguese settlements of Goa, Diu, and 
Damaune ; we believe it to be fictitious, and should advise our readers not 
to invest till the present accounts are verified by competent authorities. 

Roumania.—The last consignment of stamps received from this country 
were perforated, an improvement which is both useful and ornamental. 
We believe that, in common with some of our contemporaries, we omitted 
to state that the 10 bani figured on page 34,-vol. iv., was shortly after 
changed in colour from orange to ultramarine blue. 

QueEenstann.—The sixpenny stamps of this colony have lately come 
over of a deep sea-green tint. 

Totima.—Two new values have been issued or discovered of the annexed 
colours and values, 50 centavos green, 1 peso red. 

Puuirrwe Istanps.—Before. collectors have had an opportunity of 
getting acquainted with the last set we understand they are to be replaced 
by a new series bearing the head of Amadeus; the colours have not yet 
been decided upon. The values are reported to be 62}, 125, 250, and 
500 centimos de escudo. 

Norway.— Throndhjems.—The local lately in use in this town has been 
superseded by a set issued by Brackstad and Co., whose name is found on 
an oval band enclosing the numeral of value. Above is the name of the 
town, By-post below. The colour of the new comer is rose, and the value 
1 skilling. Two other values are announced, a $ and 2 skillings. 

Sierra Leone.—Some of the new values for this colony have just arrived. 
The design consists of the diademed head of the Queen to left in square 
frame, POSTAGE above, value below, simrra on the left, and LEONE on the 
right side. The values we have seen are Id. rose, 3d. ochre. The sixpenny 
stamps are printed much brighter violet than heretofore. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES POST OFFICE. 
With a description of its various issues of Stamps. 
By “ Cosmopontran.” 


(Continued from Page 127, Vol. IV.) 


INTERNATIONAL Lerrer Express.—Two cents surrounded by printer’s 
border ; black, oblong, salmon. 

Jerrerson Marker Post Orrice.—By C. Schmidt and Co., surrounding 
oblong oval, enclosing eagle perched upon a rock. Used in New York, 
and is very scarce. 

Jenkin’s Campen Disparcu.—Surrounding portrait in oval, whole set 
in rectangle, of vertical lines corners cut off. Coloured impression blue, 
green, and black. Used in Camden, N. Jersey. 

Kipper’s Crry Exrress Posr.—Two cents in transverse octagon, en- 
closing jockey on pony; black on blue glazed paper. It is possible that 
green ones exist. 

Lerrer Express Frer.—Twenty for $1, enclosing figure of Commerce 
seated on bales of merchandize, with ship to left ; black on coloured paper, 
pink, green. Used in New York in 1844, and are very scarce. 

Messenkope’s Union Square Posr Orrice.—Surrounding a lamp 
or fountain, hard to tell which; black on green glazed paper. 

MerrorotitaN ERRAND AND Carrier Express Comrany.—Following 
border of a shield of engine-turned work; figure of value in centre; 
coloured impression red, 1, 5, 10, and 20 cents. Printed on thin white 
bank note paper. 

MerrorouiraN Erranp anp Carrier Express Company.—Envelope 
similar to adhesive, but shield is composed of fine horizontal lines, figure 
of value and lettering embossed ; red on buff paper. 

Merroporniran P. O. Exrress.—To mail lc., W. H. Laws, P.M. In 
embossed white letters on coloured ground, shield shaped, red and blue. 

Merropourran P. O. American Biste Housz, N.Y., Wm. H. Laws, 
Proprietor.—In embossed white letters on coloured ground, octagonal, red 
blue. 

Price’s Crry Exrress Post, 2 Cents.—Surrounding proprietor’s head 
in oval ; black on green glazed paper. Very scarce. 

Price’s Crry Express Posr, 2 Cenvs.—Surrounding oval, enclosing 
female bust ; black on coloured glazed paper, oval. Green and red. 

Russe.t above, Posr Orricre below, bust in oval in centre, with 8th in 
small oval to left, and Ave to right, whole surrounded by an octagonal 
frame composed of two fine lines ; coloured on coloured paper, red on pale 
pink, dark brown on brown, green on green. 

Sreinmever’s Ciry Post.—Paid 2c. in small oblong frame; _ black, 
rect., 2c., pink, slate and yellow. 
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Watton anv Co.’s City Express Post.—Two cents in oval of fancy 
band, whole in rectangle. Spandrills filled with groundwork of horizontal 
lines ; black on’ glazed paper, pink. Printed in copperplate. Used in 
Brooklyn in 1846. 

Wasuineron Orry.below lc. Despatch, forming an arch above enclosing 
a horseman holding letter in left hand ; coloured, violet. 

Winan’s above, Cents below, Crry to left, Posr in right; flying bottle 
in centre surrounded by stars and clouds: black on coloured paper ; 2c. 
white, 10c: green: . Black on.coloured glased paper, 5c. straw, and 20c. 
vermillion. 

W. Wyman above 6, Court-street, and 3, Wall-street, 20 stamps for 1 
dol., surrounding oblong, enclosing steam-engine and tender with car 
attached, flower buds in corners. . Printed from steelplate; black on 
white. 

Jt was our intention at the commencement of this article to have given 
@ brief description of .all known locals, but we concluded to describe only 
the most interesting, as Mr. Scott, in his excellent articles, has given a full 
account, and proposed to add to his list from time to time. 


ConFEDERATE Postr-Orriczk AND STamps. 


We had intended devoting considerable space to a description of the 
Confederate Post Office and its Stamps, but Mr. Scott, who has unexampled 
facilities, kindly relieved us of this portion of our work by ‘his elaborate 
paper on this subject. We give simply a list of Confederate stamps issued 
by the regular authorities, omitting the provisionais. 

1861 ...., 5c, Sap green ...... Head of Davis. 
1861 .... 10c., Light blue ...... »» . Madison. 
LOGS . cc FOxy, GEWEM ccdecccece » Jackson. 
1862 .... -5e¢., Light anddark blue Davis. 
1862 .... 10c., Rose.....ssereee Madison. 
1863 . le., Orange ...c.eee Calhoun. 
, 2c., Carmine ...-+. o Jackson. 
Bi, Bae btccrervere Davis. 
° 10c., Blue... esse Davis. 
: 10c., Blue value in letters Davis. 
weer fy Pe ae » _ Washington. 


Most of these stamps were engraved and printed in the Confederacy, and 
are rather poor specimens of art, but some were got up by De la Rue and 
Co., of London, more creditable in every way to the makers and originators. 
To stamps proper we now say farewell, and take up the subject of essays, 
objects of great interest to philatelists, as the number of specimens ob- 
tuinable is almost endless, and affords a pleasing variety in our albums. 


(To be continued.) 
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CITY DESPATCH POST. 


In the February number of the JournaL we extracted a notice of the 
United States City Despatch Post from the Stamp Collectors’ Record. 
Since then we have obtained a similar circular relating to its successor, 
the “City Despatch Post.” This prospectus is folded in circular form, 
addressed to “ Matthias Clark, Esq., 505, Greenwich-street,” and has one 
of the company’s stamps in the right hand upper corner. The stamp is 
cancelled with the name of the post, date of the month, and hour, but the 
year is unfortunately omitted. 


NEW YORK CITY DESPATCH POST. 
Principal Office, 46, William Street. 


The necessity of a medium of communication by letter from one part of the City to 
another, being universally admitted, and the Penny Post, lately existing, having been 
relinquished, the opportunity has been embraced to re-organize it under an entirely new 
proprietary and management, and upon a much more comprehensive basis, by which Despatch, 
Punctuality, and Security,—those essential elements of success,—may at once be attained, 
and the inconvenience now experienced be entirely removed. . 

The Proprietors of the ‘‘City Despatch Post” enter upon the undertaking with an 
earnest impression of its responsibilities, aud with a full determination so to perform the 
required duties as to merit the confidence and support of their fellow-citizens. They have 
engaged the most efficient and trustworthy Assistants and Letter Carriers, and no expense 
will be spared to bring the whole advantage of a well-considered system into active 
operation. 


The following is a brief outline of the plan :— 


Branca Orrices.—Letter Boxes are placed throughout every part of the City- in 
conspicuous places; and all letters deposited therein, not exceeding two ounces in weight, 
will be punctually delivered three times a day, at 9, 1, and 4.0’clock, at three cents each : 
option being given, either to free the letter, in the manner shown in the following 
regulations, or leave the postage to be collected of the party to whom the letter is 
addressed. 


Posr-Patp Letrrers.—Letters which the writers desire to send free, must have a free 
stamp affixed to them. An ornamental stamp has been prepared for this purpose, and may be 
procured at the Principal Office as above, or at those stores which will be advertised in the 
daily papers as having authority to sell them. The charge will be 36 cents per dozen, or 
2 dols. 50 cents. per hundred: the reduction of price for the larger quantity being made with 
a view to the accommodation of those parties sending a considerable number of circulars, 
accounts, &c. Parcels not exceeding 1 lb. in weight will be charged a proportionate rate. 


NO MONEY MUST BE PUT INTO THE BOXES, 

All Letters intended to be sent forward to the Geaeral Post-Office for the inland mails, 
must have a free stamp affixed to them. 

Letters and Newspapers addressed to the Editors of the Public Press, will be delivered 
free. 

Unrarw Lerrers.-— Letters not having a free stamp will be charged three cents, payable 
by the party to whom they are addressed, on delivery. 

Reaistry AND Despatcu.—aA Registry will be kept for Letters which it may be wished 
to place under special charge. _ Free Stamps must be affixed to such Letters for the ordinary 
postage, and three cents additional be paid, (or an additional free stamp be affixed,) for the 
Registration ; but all sach Letters must be specially deposited at the Principal Office. 
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A special ‘‘ Despatch” will be expedited with any Letter or Packet, not exceeding one 
pound in weight, (to an address within the limits,) at 124 cents a mile, upon application at 
the Principal Office. 

. The advantages offered by this undertaking are— 

First.—The secure and prompt transmission of all Registered Letters containing any 
special notice or matter by which means legal evidence may be obtained of the due delivery of 
the same; and the immediate despatch of any letter or small package requiring instant 
delivery. 

Suconpty.—The certain and expeditious delivery of Mercantile Letters and Circulars, 
of Invitations and Replies (either under free stamp or unpaid), and every description of j 
Commercial, Professional, and Social Correspondence ; thus bringing the most distant parts f 
of the City in effect near to each other, and providing the means of constant intercourse at a 
very moderate charge. 


ALEXANDER M. Greic, Agent. 
Strongly Recommended by 


Messrs. Prime, Warp & Kiva, | Messrs. Goopuvs & Co. | Messrs. Joun J. Avpuson, 
Provided it does not infringe | > ang McCatt & Co. F. R. S. S. a ‘ 
the Post- Office Ae | Jno. J. PALMER, Of London and Biatewen, th c 
President Merchants’ Bank. L. M. Horrman & Co 
J. W. & R. Leav : 
Phe . LEAvirt. Seas: Siitadiitnieth a tas W.F.&F.C. Havemeyer, Jr, 
OsEs TAYLOR. te ory ONS. Berknar & DuRFEE. 
J. Prescdrr Hate. JRIEES & WO. Warren & BRINTNALL. 
E. K. Couuns & Co. | Smrra, Tourer & Co. E. D. Moreay 
Hat. Broruers. | Wapsworts & Sirsa. Rha pai 
W. G. Butt & Co | Apams, Perris & Co. Younes. Breve &C 
AvusTEN, WILMERDING & Co. D. C. & W. Pet & Co. Bs oy aaa Aes 
Brown, Brorurrs & Co. W. C. PickerserLy & Co. | Sporrorp Trieston & Co. 
The Limits of the Despatch Post will extend to Twenty-First Street. 


By the above circular it will be noticed reference is made to an older 
post, which has been relinquished, and infers that its predecessor had not 
been all it might have been. Again, one of the firms that “ strongly 
recommend ”’ it is careful to add “ provided it does not infringe the Post- 
Office Act.” From this we should question the fact of the former stamp 
(United States City Despatch Post) having been issued under authority of je 
Government, or the New York Postmaster, J.L.Graham. That the stamp t 
quoted was its predecessor there can be no doubt, as by other postmarked . 
letters before us we find the stamps obliterated by the same cancelling 
mark. 


Re 


ANSWERS TO CO?RESPONDENTS. ; 


A. B. C., Paris, France.—All the stamps sent are genuine. 
P. E. H.,Yorx, Exetanp.—There are a vast many more counterfeits sold 
in England than here, false stamps amount to nearly 25 per cent. in 
most schoolboys’ collections, whereas here they do not exceed 10 per cent. 
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UNITED STATES LOCAL STAMPS. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
(Continued from page 39.) 

My attention has been called to two omissions on page 24 of this volume 
of the Journat. The eleventh design from top of page is found on white 
as well as buff paper. 

Then should follow— 

Blood’s Despatch Stamp, Office 23 South 6th-street (env.), cire. red on 
buff. 

PAID EAGLE POST AT ADAMS’ EXPRESS, and 48 So. 3rd in small oblong frame 
composed of single line. White letters on coloured ground, blue and red. 

These stamps are printed very close together, and are divided from each 
other by a thin white line. 

Counterrrtr.—This is a very close imitation of the original, and from 
the style of engraving (letters cut into solid blocks), more or less ink in 
working would make considerable difference in the appearance of the 
stamps ; and as little care has been used in printing either counterfeits or 
genuine, many differences may be imagined that do not really exist, and 
some inaccuracies in the imitations are not sufficiently detined for me to 
describe them so as to be readily understood. The following points will 
be found sufficient to decide between the spurious and the very rare 
originals, shoul’ any of our readers be fortunate enough to possess the 
latter. Zest: The po in posr very nearly touch ; in the counterfeit there 
is more space between these letters than any others in the word. In the 
imitation the apostrophe after ADAms’ is omitted, the second A in the same 
word is not crossed, and the lettering of the entire line is not so bold as in 
the original. 

STATEN ISLAND EXPRESS, PosT-PAID 3, in oblong frame composed of 
single line. White letters on coloured ground, vermillion. 

Ist Counrerreit.—In attempting to give a description to enable the 
collector to distinguish the genuine from the imitation without comparison, 
we meet with the same difficulty that was experienced with the last. 
Test : Lay a piece of card diagonally across the stamps, on a line with the 
cross of the x; if genuine, part of the n of 1sLanp will be visible, if 
counterfeit it will be entirely covered. In the genuine there is a period 
after post ; this has not been reproduced in the imitation, but from the 
style of engraving could be easily added. 

2nd Counrerreir.—The lettering of this is much better formed than 
the last, and is bolder than in the original. Zest: Same as for first 
counterfeit, but in this case the line comes very near the top of the nN. 

HANFORD’s above, PONY ExPRESS below, man on horseback in centre, 2 on 
the left, Cts. on the right. Black impression on coloured paper; small 
transverse oval, 2 cents, yellow. 
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Ist Counrerrerr.—This, like most of the imitations coming from the 
sume firm, is a very fair copy, but can easily be distinguished by the 
following Test: The shading between the legs of the horse in this counter- 
feit is composed of six lines ; in the genuine there are only four and a very 
short one. The shading also touches the near fore leg of the horse; in 
the genuine it is quite distinct. 

2nd Counrerreit.—This is a very poor copy of the original—the 
following points being quite sufficient tocondemn it. Test.— Five lines of 
shading under horse, no lines between its near fore leg and Pp of poy ; 
there are two faint lines in the genuine. 

FISKE AND kICE’s above, EXPRESS below, in curved lines, locomotive 
steam-engine in centre, enclosed in rule border. Set up with type and 
foundry cut of engine. Black imp. on glazed paper, small rect., 
vermillion. 

This stamp having only lately been discovered, and not having been seen 
by any of the proprietors of the “local’”’ manufactures, has not been counter- 
feited, but it is very probable they may get out sumething with the same 
name on speck. 

Penny Posr-paip.—Type set in small oblong frame, composed of twenty- 
eight pieces. The four corner ornaments are ditferent to those used for the 
rest of the frame. Coloured, imp,, small, oblong, blue. 

Ist Counrerrerr.—The original being simply set with common priuter’s 
type, offers great temptation to the counterfeiter, and it is very certain he 
was not long ia availing himself of it. This imitation looks particularly 
good, and can only be distinguished by comparison, for which we give the 
following Zest: The lettering in the genuine is much thinner-faced 
than in the counterfeit, although exactly of the same shape. 

2nd Counrrrretr.— Test : Frame composed of twenty-six pieces of type. 


REVIEWS OF PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS. 


Common Sense Postage Stamp Album. By J. Waurer Scorr. Fifth 
Edition. New York and London: J. W. Scott and Co. Birmingham : 
James R. Grant and Co. 

By the politeness of its publisher, we are enabled to review this excellent 
work before it goes to the binders, and may as well give the aim and 
object of the work in its author’s words :— 

‘‘ Perhaps the first difference that will strike the eye of the critic is the 
alteration of the name from ‘ American’ to ‘Common Sense’ Album. The 
riame has been changed by our publishers for two reasons—first, because 
the Album has now become cosmopolitan in its circulation, and is rapidly 
supplanting all others in Europe, and is found in every quarter of the 
world where the fascinating science of philately has its votaries; and, 
second, to distinguish it from all other Albums in that it is arranged for 
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amateurs who collect on a common sense plan, only leaving spaces for the 
differences in stamps that can be seen, totally ignoring those pretended 
distinctions between different printings of the same stamp that mostly have 
to be imagined or taken on the authority of official orders to Government 
printers. 

“The spaces containing numerals are intended for portraits of the rulers, 
whose names are inscribed underneath each, and will be found to add con- 
siderably to the interest of a collection of stamps. The compartments 
provided for the stamps are all prepared from actual measurement, and con- 
sequently in all cases will be found correct, an advantage that most collectors 
can appreciate. Sufficient description of each stamp will be found in the 
space alloted to it, which insures the stamp being placed in its correct com- 
partment ; but should any further information be required, a deseriptive 
list, forming a complete key, is prepared by the publishers, and can be 
obtained (together with the photographs) of any respectable bookseller 
in the world. Special care has been taken to leave plenty of room for 
those governments that are still in existence, so as to accommodate further 
issues, and blank pages are left at appropriate intervals for the reception of 
stamps from any countries that have not at present issued postage labels ; 
but should anyone desire additional leaves, specially designed pages to corre- 
spond with the body of the book are prepared for all new issues as soon as they 
are received. These are supplied by the publishers at a nominal rate, and 
can easily be inserted in their proper ae by gumming them to the guards 
bound with the books for that purpose, thus making the Album perfectly 
permanent, and as good after ten years as one just published. For the 
local stamps of Hamburg, Russia, and the United States, pages have been 
left with simply a he: ading, as but few amateurs collect locals, and none can 
hope to obtain them all. We should strongly advise the rejection of the 
Hamburg locals, as they are unmitigated humbugs, and are only made to 
sell. No places have been prepared tor post-cards, as being printed on card 
they swell the volume to an inordinate thickness, and likewise occupy more 
space than the interest taken in them by most collectors warrant ; and 
last, but not least, many post-cards have interesting inscriptions on the 
reverse, and if they were pasted into an Album these would be lost. 
Taking these facts into consideration, we think the Album is much better 
without them, and certainly collectors will find post-cards more interesting 
if kept so that both sides can be examined. No spaces have been prepared 
for revenue or telegraph stamps, as they each form a distinct branch of the 
science, and should be kept in separate books; but as this Album is 
published for the benefit of amateurs, and not to carry out any of the 
uuthor’s whims, and is arranged to suit every collector, a certain number is 
bound up with an addenda, containing spaces for the revenue stamps of our 
own country. To make this equally suitable for those amateurs who collect 
every shade, watermark, and essay, some are bound with every other page 
blank, or two or three blank pages to each printed one.”’ 
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The principal improvement we notice in the present edition is the 
excellent quality of the paper on which it is printed, and the extraordinary 
blackness of the ink, which gives the book a beautiful appearance ; it is 
quite worthy of a prize as a typographic work of art. It is quite mar- 
vellous to see to what a late date it is completed up to. We find spaces for 
the full issue of Prince Edward Island, Sierra Leone, Tolima, &c., making 
it quite evident that the author, compositor, and pressman must have been 
working simultaneously. Some slight errors in the arrangement have 
been altered, and new pages provided for the Sandwich Isles, St. Domingo, 
South Australia, and dozens of other countries; in fact, its only fault lies 
in these same new pages, its publishers having, with questionable taste, 
eaused the description to be set up in a slightly different type, to show the 
large amount of work that has been done on it. However, it does not 
make any material difference, as new stamps are always easily obtained, 
which will cause the objectionable type to be covered up first. 

Take it altogether, it is decidedly the best ruled album out, and we 
have not the slightest hesitation in offering it to our readers. ‘The advan- 
tage of being always able to obtain a page to correspond with the rest of 
the book for every new set of stamps that is issued, would be nearly 
sufficient to compensate for any defects; and this great boon to collectors 
is guaranteed by a triumphant reference to the past editions, which are 
now equal in respect uf completeness to the one just ready to be issued. 


HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES POST-OFFICE. 
By J. W. Soorr. 
Continued from page 59. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Tuts State is bounded on the north by Virginia, on the west by Tennessee, 
on the south by Georgia and South Carolina, and on the east by the 
Atlantic Ocean. It lies between 33.50 and 36.30 north latitude, and 
75.25 and 85.30 west longitude. Its greatest length is 430 miles, and 
breadth 198 miles, and has an area of 43,800 square miles. The State is 
divided into 83 counties, and has a population of about 700,000. The 
principal cities are Wilmington, the largest, Raleigh, the capital, New 
Berne, Fuyetteville, Greensboro’, Sulem, Charlotte, and Goldsboro’, all ot 
which have a population of over 3,500. In 1859 there were 1964 post- 
offices in the State. 
SALEM. 

SaeM is the largest town in Forsythe county, and is situated twenty-five 
miles west of Greensboro’ . The present population is ubout 3,500. The 
breaking out of the war found Orestes A. Keehln, postmaster, and he 
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retained his position under the Confederate Government. In 1856 the 
office returned a net revenue to the Government of $539.28. 

The annexed engraving is a very good copy of 
the impression on the prepaid enve lopes issued by 
Mr. Keehln during the war, but not having succeeded 
in communicating with him, are unable to give any 
particulars, except such as are supplied by a careful 
scrutiny of the only known specimen of the stamp. 
The design appears to have been engraved on wood, 
with the exception of the word Pai and figure 5, 
which are written in; from. this, I should infer 
that other values were used. The copy before me is printed in black in 
the right hand upper corner of a common buif envelope. 





STATESVILLE. 

STATESVILLE is the county seat of Iredell county, and is located on the 
Western North Carolina ‘Railway, twenty-five miles from Salisbury. It 
has a population of about 500. Mr. Robert F. Simonton was postmaster 
till the town surrendered to the Union troops, he having been appointed by 
the United States Government some years pre’ vious. In 1856 the ofhice 
returned a net revenue to the Government of $274.49. 

Mr. Simonton has the distinguished honour of being the 


PA i D designer of the stamp here represented. Itwas used by him 


when unable to obtain Confederate stamps, and was hand- 


al 5 p> | stamped in blue or black on the right hand upper corner 
te . 


of the envelopes— persons usually bringing their own 











enve lope s to be sti ampe <l while they waited. Fortunately 
only one value was issued, and these are so scarce that few albums will be 
distigured by them. 

(To be continued.) 


SHANGHAI. 

SHANGHAI—the very name is synonymous for one of the greatest _pecula- 
tions possible, that of ste aling men, ‘and it appears that the Town Council 
(or whoever manages the post-office) have no objections to the name 
becoming as odious to the stamp collector as it is to the poor sailor. Our 
suspicions were first aroused concerning their stamps, when the various 
errors of engraving made their appearance, and were confirmed on receiving 
one and two Candanem stamps of the first series from a new die direct from 

e post office in Shanghai, after the issue had been supplanted by ua set of 
a new design three years. ‘Lhe next move was worse still; large quantities 
of these stamps were sold to different dealers for what they could get, 
some buying as much as £50 worth at their face value, others were 
offered, 500 sets, at a shilling per set, their tuce value being about thrce 
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shillings and threepence, and the writer was offered a large bundle, too 
many for him to count, but should suppose there must have been five 
thousand stamps, mostly high values, for £5. Comment is scarcely neces- 
sary, but we should advise collectors to have nothing to do with these 
trashy reprints, which have not even beauty to redeem them, or if they 
must have a set to fill up the blank in their album 6d. should be the outside 
price to pay for them. ; 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 
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We commence our usual article this month by giving a facsimile of thé 
newly issued post-card for 

Cryton.—Our engraving makes description unnecessary. The direc- 
tions are repeated in Singhalese and Tamil on back and front; we almost 
omitted to add that on the reverse left-hand side are the words Lerrer 
TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

It is printed on buff card of about the same shade as the English. 

Rvussta.—Two post cards for this empire, with the stamps printed on, 
have now made their appearance ; the colours and values are 3 k. brown, 
5 k. green. We hope to give an engraving of them in our next. 

Ho.tanp has issued a reply paid post card. It is the same as two of 
the old ones folded together, with a slight alteration of the inscriptions. 

PortrucaL.—Le Timbre-poste says there is some talk of a new series 
of stamps being issued for this country. 
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Torima, New Granava.—The following are engravings of the new 


— SO 0g 
$ DELES 


oe) 
COLOME > 





arrivals from these countries; the Tolimas have already been described, 
and the cut of the New Granada leaves nothing to be said. 

Sierra Leonx.— We are now enabled to give the design of the new set 
of stamps for this country, and add the other two values. 
One engraving serves for the entire series, the value 





Py ‘ 
: en ; 
alone being altered, and in some cases is adjusted slant- 
° ° “ S 
ing, giving a very bad appearance to the stamp. They > 
are evidently De la Rue’s cheapest style. The colours $§ 5 
and values are— $ 5 
>] 
1 peuny, rose pink. | 4 pence, blue. ae 
3 pence, pale yellow. 1 shilling, green. 


They are perforated, and watermarked C.C, and crown. 

Mexico.—A_ new series of stamps for this country has now made its 
appearance, and are if possible a little worse than their predecessors. The 
design, of which we give an engraving, represents Juarez 
evidently star-gazing, or thinking how long it will be 
before he is sent to join Maximilian. They are in one 
respect different to any stamps yet issned, being printed 
on the reverse with a pattern of wavy lines similar to the 
shot on watered silk; this is printed in blue, not in the 
colour of the stamp, as was stated in the Philate/ist. The 
shades of colour vary greatly, some being very light and 
others dark. Those from the city of Mexico are pin 
perforated, and surcharged “‘ Mexico” in Gothic type and 1 72. Others 
ure surcharged “ Vera Cruz” in two different styles of block type, and the 
numbers 50 72. We have others from the same town, as shown by 
the post mark, but only surcharged with the number. The following are 
the colours and values : — 





6 centavos (sies), green. 25 centavos (veinticinco), red. 
re ib (doce), blue. 50 99 (cincuenta), yellow. 


100 centavos (ciento), lilac. 
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Spain.—The colours of the 1 and 2 mill. have been changed—the 1 is 


printed on pale pink, and the 2 on yellowish buff paper; the colours of 


100 and 200 mills. are of a deeper tint than heretofore, and the 25 is now 


deep purple. 

FeveesscW e have lately see a 4 pf. green envelope stamp of this 
country ; it is not on an entire envelope, but has evidently passed the post. 
We do not recollect even having seen it noted, and should like some 
information concerning it. Can any of our subscribers furnish it ? 

Untrep Srares.—Official Registration Stamp.—A stamp has been lately 
issued for the above purpose. The design consists of engine-turned work, 
with the following inscription :—Unrrep Srares or America, Post-orricr 
Department, ReGisrerep, Sramp HERE DATE AND PLACE OF MAILING. 
The colour is pale green, size about 14 by 3inches. It is perforated. 

CoNFEDERATE StatEs.—Taking an item from advance pages of Mr. J. W. 
Scott’s ‘‘ History of the Confederate States Post-office”” we are enabled to 
announce a new variety of the common smull 10 cents, blue. The variety 
consists in the sheet of stamps being divided by lines; thus a specimen 
with a large margin would be enclosed in a blue rectangular frame com- 
posed of single lines. 

France.—The 2 centime stamp is now issued ‘engraved and perforated 

PorrucvEsE Inpies.—The stamp we warned. cur readers against last 
month has now been joined by seven more values, which (especially con- 
sidering the high values) makes them more suspicious than ever. The 
colours and yalues are as follows :— 


10 reis, black. | 200 reis, yellow. 

20 ,, vermillion. 300 ,, bright violet. 
40 ,, blue. | 600, ” 
100 ,, green. 900 ,, 9 


QueENSsLAND.— We lately saw two of the sixpenny stamps on a lette1 
(one of which was half covered by a registration stamp) that were dark 
greyish green instead of the usual colour. The letter looked perfect}, 
fresh, and certainly had not been tampered with on this side of the wate: 
and from the fact of one of the stamps being partly covered, and maintain 
ing the same colour throughout, should conclude it must be a new issue, 
although it seems strange that no more have turned up. 

Norway, THronpHjemMs.—The two values that were announced last 
month have now made their appearance. ‘The colours and values of the 


set are— 


i skilling blue, 1s. red, 2s. green. 
Siperta.— We are informed, on what we believe to be good authority, 
that a series of stamps for this province wili shortly make their’ ap- 
pearance. 
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THE POST OFFICE AS A PROFESSION. 


Or all professions, of all modes of earning a living, farming and the 
management of post offices are the two oldest in history. Both antedate the 
Christian era by thousands of years. Farming began when Adam and Eve 
commenced their lives outside the garden of Eden. The post office com- 
menced when men began to gather into communities and live a little apart. 
Our earliest profane and religious literature mentions the post as an 
existing fact. Queen Jezebel “ wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles in the 
city.” The Book of Esther records that Ahasuerus, king of Persia, dis- 
pleased at Vashti’s disobedience, sent letters into every province of his vast 
empire. Xenophon tells us that Cyrus, when engaged in his Scythian 
expedition, ‘‘ caused it to be tried how far a horse could go in a day with- 
out baiting, and at that distance appointed stages and men, whose business 
it was to have horses always in readiness,” that they might carry the news 
and mails he sent home. And Herodotus tells us there were one hundred 
and eleven postal stages, each a day’s journey, between Susa and the 
Aigean sea, and that at each stage a large and beautiful structure was 
erected, with every convenience for the transmission of posts. 

But the difference between the post of heathen and of Christian times is 
that the one was only employed for Government purposes; the other is 
open to every citizen, however weak, however poor. The same distinction 
has prevailed even up to our own day. ‘The mail service of China dates 
back far into antiquity, and four hundred years ago there were ten 
thousand mail stutions in that land, but all for the use of Government. 
Not until the present century, and as a practice borrowed from Christian 
nations, did China permit the use of the mails to all who could pay the 
postage. 

It was six hundred years ago that the first regular mail service was 
established in Europe by the Hanseatic towns. So evident were its advan- 
tages, that Maximilian of Austria adopted the same plan throughout his 
empire and Lombardy. About 1480, posts were established in England by 
Kdward LV., but only for governmental purposes. It was reserved for the 
Stuarts to establish a post office in the modern sense of the term—a place 
and plan for the transmission of letters at fixed rates, and open to all. 
James I. was monarch of Scotland, then of England, and to keep up the 
possibility of correspondence between his two realms, and to weld them 
into one, he authorized the commencement of the mail service of the 
present day. It soon became self-supporting, and in 1650 was farmed out 
tor 25,000 dols. a year. ‘Thirty-five years later, it was worth 325,000 dols. 
a year. Every year it grew and improved, till the Duke of Wellington 
could say it was the only Post Office in Europe that did its work, and till 
Lord Macaulay could call it “a splendid triumph of civilization.” 
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The American Post Office is the child of the English, and equals its 
parent in the rapidity and safety with which letters are carried. But 
England receives a handsome profit from the carriage of letters at two 
cents each, while the United States loses five millions of dollars a year on 
a three-cent postage. The chief difference, or one of the chief differences, 
between the two is, that England receives pay for all the matter carried in 
the mail, while this country loses five millions a year under the franking 
privilege. In all other respects the postal rules of the two countries are 
alike. 

Massachusetts was the first colony that established a post office on this 
continent. As early as 1639 the following notice was posted up in one of 
the straggling streets of the little village of Boston :-— 

‘*It is ordered that Richard Fairbank, his house in Boston, is the place appointed for all 
letters which are brought from beyord the seas or are to be sent thither ; and he is allowed 
for every letter one penny, and must answer all miscarriages through his own neglect.” 

This was the first penny-postage of the world. 

Eighteen years later Virginia followed her sister colony by passing a law 
requiring each plantation to provide a messenger who should carry Govern- 
ment dispatches ; and it shows the currency then in use, that the peualty 
for failure was a hogshead of tobacco. 

Boston and New York were the two first cities on the continent to be 
wedded by postal bonds. A monthly mail was established between thei 
us early as 1672. The advertisement of this first mail transportation 
informs ‘‘those that bee disposed to send letters, to bring them to the 
Necretary’s office, where, in a lockt box, they shall be preserved till the 
messenger calls for them; all persons paying the post before the box 
be sealed up.” The two post-riders that then constituted the whole trans- 
portation force of the American continent set out from Boston and New 
York simultaneously, and, travelling the whole week, met at Saybrook, 
Connecticut, the next Saturday night. Here they exchanged mails and 
congratulations, and, resting upon the Sabbath, spent the next week 
returning to their homes. It was then considered very rapid time for a 
letter only to take fourteen days between New York and Boston. 

A post office was opened in Philadelphia in 1683; and in 1737 Benjamin 
Franklin was appointed postmaster, and thus gave notice of his appoint- 
ment in his own paper, the Pennsylvania Gazette :—- 

** Notice is hereby given, that the Post Office at Philadelphia is now kept at B. Franklin’s, 
in Market-street, and that Henry Pratt is appointed riding master for all stages between 
Philadelphia, Newport, Virginia, who sets out about the beginning of each month, aud 
returns in twenty-four days, by whom gentlemen, merchants, and others may have their 
letters carefully conveyed.” 

Up to Franklin’s time, the Postmaster-General had been wont to refuse 
the mails to all newspapers except his own. Franklin was appointed 
Deputy Postmaster-Generai in. 1753, and threw open the mails to all papers. 
He was the only head of the department who in person visited every post 
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office on the continent. He greatly increased the transportation of the 
mails. Once a week in summer, once a fortnight in winter had the mails 
been carried between New York and Philadelphia. He had the mails 
carried three times a week between the two cities. For forty years was 
Franklin employed in the Post Office as Postmaster, Deputy Postmaster- 
General, and Postmaster-General; and it is not invidious to his successors 
to say that no man ever performed the duties better.’ His ledger still 
remains in the office of the Sixth Auditor, in the clear, legible, but slightly 
tremulous hand of the philosopher, then sixty-nine years old. Many other 
duties did Franklin perform ; but the Post Office was his profession, and 
occupied nearly all his life. When he entered upon the duties of his office, 
there may have been forty persons on this continent making the work of 
the Post Office their profession. ‘To-day there are between forty and fifty 
thousand. Nearly thirty-two thousand of them are postmasters ; eight 
thousand more are contractors; and so large is the number of clerks, route 
agents, mail messengers, &c., that there are in the United States to-day 
more than one thousand persons who make the Post Office a profession for one 
that lived by it when Franklin was first peeres —The Post Office Gazette, 


CALIFORNIA REVENUE STAMPS. 
Mr. F. A. Gray, to whom our readers are indebted for the Official List 
of Nevada Revenues, published last October, has at length succeeded in 
obtaining from the State Controller a list of all the revenue stamps used 
in California. It adds about a dozen to the list given on p. 37, vol. i 
It will be remembered that all the colours they were known to be printed 
in were there given, while this is the current set :— 


DENOMINATION. CoLour, DENOMINATION. Covour, 
4 cents, Orange (light). $4.00 Green. 
- ~ Brown (light). 5.00 Red. 
- os Blue. 6.00 »» (light). 
a on », (dark). 7.00* Brown. 
a Brown. 8.00* » (ight). 
. Ve Red. 10.00 Buff. 
a? as ,», (light). 14.00* Brown (dark). 
50. « Yellow. 15.00* Buff. 
a Red (dark). 19.00* Brown (light). 
Wiicm Orange. 20.90 Red (light). 
80, Red (light). 28.00 Violet 
$1.00 Yellow. 30.00* Red (light). 
1.40* Green. 38.00* Violet. 
1.50 » (dark). 45.00 Brown (light).* 
2.00 Pink.* 56.00* »» (dark). 
3.00 Green (light).* 


* Not given in list quoted. 
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CLIPPINGS. 
Tar Green Bay post-office officials do not like to answer questions. The 
following, posted over the general delivery, expresses their sentiments : 
“Price of three-cent stamps, three cents each ; licked and stuck, five cents 
each. The clock will answer the question, “ Has the mail closed ?’ 
New York Herald. 

Lerrer Appresses 1N JAPAN.—A correspondent at Hiogo informs us 
that for letters going through the Japanese post the address must b¢ 
written in Japanese, as wellasin English. To exemplify the way in which 
the regulation to this effect is complied w ith, he sends us the envelope of : 
letter. On the envelope itself is written, in English, the address of the 
person to whom it is sent (a resident in another part of Japan), and over 
this address is a slip of the usual fibrous tissue paper used there, gummed 
down to the envelope on one side, and bearing the address in Japanese 
characters ; this can be lifted up, so as to diéclose the English inscription 
beneath. The stamps are fastened over the flap of the envelope. They 
are two in number, the indigo and the vermillion, and our correspondent 
states that they are worth, together, three cents, or three-halfpence English, 
so that it would appear we have all of us been out in our calculations 
respecting the denominations of the Japanese stamps.—Zhe Stamp- 
Collector’s Magazine. 

LookinG AFTER THE BAwseErs.—In Edinburgh, says the Courant, the 


demand for halfpenny post cards was so great on Saturday, the 30th March 
last, that. many would-be purchasers had to leave the post-office without 
procuring the quantities they required, the answer being, “Sold out.” 
The cause of this unusual crowd of purchasers was the announcement, that 
on and after April Ist the charge for these cards would be increased one 
halfpenny per dozen. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

H. L. L., Putaverpai1a.—We intend giving diagrams of all the 
principal albums in our next. By this you will be able to see which will 
suit you best. 

F. A. B., New Orieans.—Locals are collected by most amateurs; in 
our opinion they are more interesting than regular Government issues, as 
there is more excitement in getting them, a collector being often able to 
obtain a priceless specimen for a few pence. 

Puutatenist, Barn, EncLanp.—Thank you for your early information, 
and loan of specimens of the new Mexican; you will find them noted in 
our article on “ Novelties.” 

H. A. L., Loypon.—The stamps you send for our inspection are all 
forged, except the Shanghai, and they are part of the batch we expose in 
the. present number. 
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THE BEST ALBUM. 


Wuutcn is the best album? This is a question often asked, and very 
seldom answered satisfactorily, because it is usually asked of a de aler who 
is interested in selling some particular album, and he natur: ully sets forth 
its merits above all othe rs; or if the same question is put to an amateur 
he usually recommends a similar one to that containing his own collection. 

The object of the present paper is to obviate the necessity of asking 
questions of anyone, as we here lay before our readers correct diagrams of 
all the principal albums. By the aid of this every collector will be able 
to judge for himself which book will best suit his tastes, and be within the 
reach of his pocket. In preparing this article each publisher has been 
consulted as to which page he would consider a fuir sample of his album, 
and the page he designated has been engraved. In one or two cases where 
our note has not been replied to, we have taken any page that came to 
hand. 

We have thought it best to confine our remarks to one or two items in 
explanation of the diagrams, which will effectually guard against all con- 
fusion. 

Feri. AMERICA. 519 TN 
we oo” 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
British Possession 





Orange Dark-Pink | Light-Pink Blue 
1 d. 2d. 2d 3d 


COSTA RICA SAN SALVADOR 
Not Perforated Perforated 1864 Republic 


Blue Red Green Orange 
2r. ir. ip 


ECUADOR (Republic 
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- Green Yellow , 
Blue sac ; o ¥ Blu 
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Lallier’s album for postage and a number of revenue stamps, lithographed 
in black ink; description on left hand page. Last edition published 1872. 
Size of page inside trame 9 by 52 in. Prices, 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., 13s. 6d., 

and 1ds. 6d. 
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osecosee UNITED STATES OF AMERICA See >eee® 


Moen’s album for postage and telegraph stamps, typographed in black 
ink ; description on left hand page. Last edition published, January, 
1872. Size of page inside frame 92 by 52in. Prices, 10s. 6d., 11s. 6a., 
13s. 6d., dad 15s. 6d. 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
1860 Issue 


Head 
Victoria in 
vartous 

Srames 
Value in 
pence. 


raunve 
Orange. 1 p. 


Head 
Victoria 
a various 
frames. 
Value in 
cents 
Orange. 1c. 


Common Sense album for postage stamps, typographed in black ink. 
Last edition published July, 1872. Size of page inside frame 9 by 5: in. 
Prices, 2s. fid., 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d., 5s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 12s. 6d., 15s. 6d., 
30s., and £2; and with locks of different qualities 3s. and 5s. extra. 
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The Permanent Stamp Album, typographed in black. Last edition 
published May, 1872. Size of page inside frame, 9} by 5! in. Prices, 
Gs. 6d., 8s. 6d., 10s, 6d., and 16s ; and with locks of different qualities, 3s. 
or ds. additional. 





Denmark. 











The V. R. Postage Stamp Album, typographed in black ; description on 
left hand page. Last edition published 1869. Size of page inside frame, 
61 by 81 in. Prices, 6s. 6d., 8s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 11s. 6d., and 15s. 
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Luxembourg, Malta. 











Postage Stamp Album, illustrated ; typographed in black. Last edition 
published April, 1872. Size of page inside border, 4) by 6)in. Prices, 
ls., 1s. 3d., and 2s. 
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Oppen’s Postage Stamp Album, typographed in blue ink. Last edition 
published 1872. Size of page inside frame, 5 by 6} in. Prices, 4s., 5s., 
Gs., and 78. 6d. The first edition was reprinted here in 1863, and is called 
Appleton’s Album. 
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SIERRA LEONE, 
ST. HELENA 


LIBERIA. 











Illustrated Postage Stamp Album, known here as Fischer’s, and in 
England as Bauschke’s album, typographed in black; description on left 
hand page. Last edition published 1867. Size of page inside frame, 5 
by 72 in. Prices, 2s. 6d., 3s., 6s., 9s., and 15s. 


UNITED STATES NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 


Ir will surprise most of our readers when we tell them that, after all 
the years that over one hundred different papers have been writing 
about stamps, there is still an entire class left quite unnoticed. We 
refer to the private newspaper stamps of our own country ; these, to the 
best of our knowledge, have never had even the most casual notice taken of 
them. 

In the present article we aim to give all the information we have been 
able to collect, but do not for a moment suppose that it is complete, but 
merely hope our readers will point out our omissions and favour us with 
descriptions of those lacking, that we may be able to complete the list in 
some future number. We commence with a description of the Govern- 














82 Tue AMERICAN JouRNAL oF PHILATELY. [ July, 


ment series, although they were not issued till several years after the 
private ones were in active use. It was owing to the large business 
transacted by the different companies that the Government stepped in to 
share the profits ; but, after a few years of competition, they retired from 
the field. The cause of the Government’s failure to obtain the carriage of 
newspapers in large quantities was owing to the fact that all papers carried 
by the department had to be de- 
livered from the Post-office,whereas 
theExpresscompaniesdelivered the 
papers they carried direct irom the 
train immediately on its arrival ; 
so news-dealers were served by 
them at least half-an-hour earlier 
than they could obtain them 
from the Post-office. The Govern- 
ment copied the style of doing 
business from the private com- 
panies as near as the different 
organizations of the two concerns 
would permit ; even in the matter 
of stamps they retained the size 
although they greatly improved 
the design; in fact, this was the 
only improvement from beginning 
to end. 
GovERNMENT IssuE. 
Head Washington, to right in 
circle, value in small circles at 
sides, U.S. POSTAGE above, value 
below in curved line, NEWSPAPERS 
AND PERIODICALS in straight lines; = 
sec. 38 ACT OF CONGRESS, APPROVED “Ss 2 Wa 
MARCH 3RD, 1863; engraver’s name = ; 
in margin (NATIONAL BANK NOTE 
COMPANY, NEW YORK). Numerals of value in upper corners. Large 
rect. Size, 2} by 4 inches. Col. imp. perforated. 5 cents, blue. 
Variety, outer margin white, 5 cents, blue. 
Same, head Franklin to right, in oyal, 10 cents, green. 
Same, head Lincoln to left, in octagon, 25 cents, red. 


(To be continued.) 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


ATO ai 





Kolomna. Cherson. Borovitchi. Bronnitzi. 


Russta.—Above we give engravings of four more of the endless tribe of 
locals for this country. The two centre ones (Cherson and Borovitchi) 
replace a pair that were described last year. The following ones have 
never been described before. 


Sr. Pererspurc.—Imperial arms in circle, surrounded by inscription ; 
circular ; black on white. This appears to be lithographed, and is much 
better executed than the general run of these stamps. 


Scuorren (?).—Arms in shield, with crown above ; inscription in arch ; 


3 kop. below ; figure 3 in circle in each corner ; upright rectangle ; blue on 
white. 

Mexico.— We have to correct some mistakes that apppeared under this 
head in our last number. The value of the six centavo 
stamp should have been on the left hand side, and not on 
the right, as given in our engraving, and in the list of 
values, ‘‘sies”’ was incorrectly printed “‘sies.” The lilac 
specimen we wrote from was so badly cancelled that we 
had to refer to a Spanish dictionary for the word hundred, 
and found there cierto, which it appears was not correct for 
one hundred centavos, as we find on the stamp CENTAVoS 
cien. Curiously, the Philatelist’s editor must have examined a similar 
specimen, as he makes the same mistake. The last batch of the new issue 
received has the word mrExico in a half circle over the profile. This is a 
decided improvement on the old method of printing it over the value. 
We have lately seen a few used copies of the last issue surcharged aANoTADO 
in script type, in addition to the name of the issuing State. It has been 
suggested that the stamps were thus surcharged to certify to their genuine- 


ness. Be this as it may, we have them from. five different states, and of all 
values except the 6 c. 
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Prince Epwarp Iste.—We annex an engraving of 
the 6 c. black, and have two new values to note, and can 
also give the colour of the 2 c. noticed in the May 
number. The new comers are 2 c. ultramarine blue, 
10 c. rosy lilac, according to Le Timbre-Poste, but this 
value we have not seen, and 12 cents purple. We 
understand two more values will complete the set, a 
13 and 24 cents. 

Persia.—We have received information of the issue of a set of stamps 
for this country, but we await confirmation. 

Drenmark.—Newspaper bands of the value of 2 sk. have been issued by 
this country. The current 2 c. stamp is impressed on bands 34 inches 
wide, and has a border of two blue lines top and bottom. The stamp is 
printed entirely in blue, instead of the two colours used in the adhesive. 

Houiianp.—The Philatelist states that a new series of stamps for this 
country has been decided on, and that one value was to make its appearance 
on the Ist ult. The stamps are similar in appearance to the present, and are 
of the same values, with one addition, as the “‘ head” series, and will come 
out as the different values of the present set are used up. The new value 
is two and a half florins. 

He ticotanp.—The same authority announces a post-card for this island, 
but as it does not bear an impressed stamp it is of little consequence. 

Prussta.—We are indebted to a collector for the information that the 
4 pf. envelope described last month, together with 2 pf. (both arms in 
octagon) were used during the war with Austria to carry medicines, &c., 
to the soldiers. 

Sourn Arrican Rerusiic.—The Stamp Collector’s Magazine states that 
a new series of stamps for this country are to be prepared by the American 
Bank Note Company. Some months ago a gentleman from the 8.A.P. was 
over here to negotiate for a new set, but he informed us that the expense 
was so great that they would be prepared in London. 

Swepen.—The 12 ore of the new issue for this country has just arrived. 
The design consists of the figure 12 in centre on solid circular disc, 
surrounded by the words FRIEMARKE TOLF-ORE on white band, svEKiGE 
below in small letters; the stamps are lithographed, and are very poor, 
both in execution and design. 

France.—A 5 centime stamp of the same design as the lately issued 
2 centime is now in circulation. 








AUCTION SALE OF STAMPS. 


Tue Seventh Auction Sale of Postage Stamps took place at the Sales-room 
of G. A. Leavitt and Co., Clinton Hall, New York, on the 12th of last 
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April. The sale consisted of a miscellaneous collection of “Coins, Medals, 
Continental Money, and Postage Stamps; being the collection of Benjamin 
Haines, of Elizabeth, N.J.,” and occupied two evenings; but it is only 
with the latter part of the sale that we have anything todo. The stamps 
were sold on the same principal as the coins, that is, so much for each 
stamp in the lot, instead of so much for the lot. This caused quite a 
number of mistakes, few persons finding out how they were purchasing 
till after the sale was over: thus lot 753, 41 Hamburg locals, was knocked 
down at 10 cents each, or $4.10, not 10 cents for the lot (more than the value) 
as the purchaser thought. But the greatest difficulty collectors met with 
was the rapid way in which the stamps were sold, the auctioneer being 
pinched for time, bunched the lots together, causing great confusion. 
Sometimes as many as nine lots were sold at once, and as there were 
different numbers of stamps in each lot, and sold at so much each, it is 
nearly impossible to give an idea of what the stumps were valued at by the 
collectors present. We annex a list of a few of the lots and prices 
realized. 


** Nore. —The stamps in this collection are, with few exceptions, unused, and when 
cancelled will be so described. When the envelope is entire, it will be so stated.” 


Lots 704 to 707: Austria, head to left, 10 and 15 k.; head to right, 
3, 5, 15 k.; arms full set arms, 5 envelopes; head to left, 6 stamps; head to 
right, 5 stamps; arms, 5 stamps, 2 dols. 17 cents. Lot 715: Austrian 
newspaper, head Mercury, yellow, 5 cents. Lots 716 to 719: sets of 
Barbadoes, 3 stamps; Bergedorf, 5 stamps; Bavaria, 8 stamps; Bremen, 
6 stamps; 1 dol. 76 cents. Lot 727: Brazil, italic, 10, 30, 60, 90; 
Roman, 10, 30, 10, 49 cents. Lots 728 to 730: set Costa Rica proofs, 
set Ceylon, and set Ceylon envelopes, cut, 6 dols. Lots 777 and 778: 
set first issue, Mexico; set Mexican essays, engraved by American Bank 
Note Co., 5 dols. 85 cents. Lot 824: set 6 Schleswig and 4 Holstein, 
1 dol. 50 cents Lots 863 to 866: 3 U.S. essays, head Washington to 
left, with rays, black, blue, green; 3 U.S. essays, head Washington in 
circle, red, blue, green; 3 U.S. essays, large figure 3, red green purple ; 
3 U.S. essays, head Washington in arch, black, blue, lavender, 8 dols. 
10 cents. Lots 867 and 868: 3 varieties of Franklin l-cent essays, specimen 
not stamped, scarce; U.S. essay, 6 cents, head Franklin, very rare stamp, 
2 dols. 10 cents. Lot 869: set 12 U.S. essays circular, 1 dol. 50 cents. 
Lot 870: U.S. essay envelope, 12 cents, head of Franklin to right, blue, 
very rare, 1 dol. 50 cents. Lot 871: 14 different U.S. envelope essays, 
12 cents, in 14 colours, head of Washington to left in double oval ; this is 
an extremely rare and valuable set, probably unique, 17 dols. 50 cents. 
Lot 879: set Pacific Mail Steamship Co., 3 dols. 60 cents. The entire sale 
consisted of 182 lots, and realised 219 dols, 64 cents. 
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PRIVATE POST CARDS. 


Tux Postmaster-General has issued the following notices :—‘ That on and 
after the 17th inst., private cards may be taken to the Office of Inland 
Revenue to be impressed with a halfpenny stamp, under conditions which 
may be learnt on application at that office ; and, when thus impressed, but 
not otherwise (for adhesive stamps will not be accepted in payment of the 
postage), they may be transmitted through the post between places in the 
United Kingdom under -the following regulations :—1. The words ‘ Post 
Card’ and ‘The Address only to be written on this side’ must be printed 
on the front of the cards, as in the case of the official post card—the Roy 11 
arms being omitted ; but there must be nothing else (the address excepted) 
printed, written, or otherwise impressed upon the face of the cards. 
2. Nothing whatever may be attached to the cards. 3. The cards must 
not be folded, nor may they be cut or in any way altered after they have 
been impressed with the halfpenny stamp at the Office of Inland Revenue. 
4, On the back of the cards any communication, whether of the nature of 
a letter or otherwise, may be written or printed; but such communications 
must not extend to the front side. Private cards will not be supplied to 
postmasters for sale to the public. It must be distinctly understood that 
no cards, except those which are impressed with a halfpenny stamp at the 
Office of Inland Revenue, can pass through the post for a postage of a half- 
penny if they have anything of the nature of a letter written upon them. 
There seems to be great misapprehension upon this point.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





THE CITY DESPATCH POST. 
To tHe Eprror oF THE American Journal of Philately. 


Dear Sir,—Referring to the May number of your paper, I beg to offer the few following 
comments on the article headed ‘‘ City Despatch Post.” 

For the purpose of avoiding repetition, we will designate the stamps as under .— 

**City Despatch Post” by ‘* A.” 
** United States City Despatch Post” by ‘* B.” 

In regard to the ‘‘ City Despatch Post,” I have ascertained positively that it existed in 
July, 1842, and perhaps earlier. 

Contrary to your statement, ‘‘ that the stamp quoted ‘B’ was its ‘A’s’ predecessor, there 
can be no doubt, as by other postmarked letters before us we tind the stamps obliterated by 
the same cancelling mark,” I have to say that I do not think it possible that such was the 
case, as the earliest date known for ‘‘B” is July, 1843, whereas I have seen ‘‘ A” (3c black 
on white) on a letter dated February, 1843, or five months earlier than ‘‘B ;” and then again 
the circular distinctly states that the predecessor of ‘‘ A” was a ‘‘ penny post,” and I scarcely 
think that ‘‘ B,” which only issued a stamp of the value of three cents, would answer to that 
term. There are several other reasons which occur to me, but I think the above are sufficient 
to prove the point. 
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Now we come to the hand-stamps. ‘ B” is cancelled by a small eight-sided one enclosing 
“*U.S.,” a large hand-stamp reading ‘‘ Crry Despaton Post, U.S.” (and having the date 
in centre) being impressed on the letter alongside of the adhesive. For the cancellation 
of ‘* A,” a hand-stamp reading “‘ FREE” was used, and instead of the large hand-stamp above 
referred to, a similar one reading ‘‘ Crry Desparcu Post, N.Y.” was used. 

Besides the reasons given in the Record, I have several others for believing that ‘ B” 
was issued by the postmaster of New York City. 


Yours very truly, 
Cuas. H. Coster. 


[In regard to the United States ‘‘City Despatch Stamp” being issued by the postmaster of 
New York City, we leave it to our readers to determine; but the facts in regard to the 
cancellation are as stated in the May number of the Journal.—Eb. | 


CLIPPINGS. 


Tue Monerary System or tax Deccan.—“In the Deccan they have 
a money system, which ‘no fellow can understand ;’ I can’t, though I have 
specimens of the coinage (?),—beginning with a cowrie (a little shell), and 
a cubic lump of copper, up to some very beautiful gold coins—and a most 
elaborate table for calculating exchange. However, the rupee in use there 
is the sicca rupee, worth less than our rupee; consequently, the anna and 
the half anna are worth less than our anna and half anna.” — F. H., Madras. 


Somernine rich in the way of albums is announced by the Deutsche Brief- 
marken-Zeitung. A Leipsic collector—Mr. R. F. Albrecht—-is preparing 
one, of which only twenty copies will be printed, price £22 10s. each ! 
The German magazine gives a long list of its promised excellencies. Space 
is to be found in it for everything. It will necessarily be bulky, and two 
large volumes will not be too many for its intended contents. ‘The text is 
to be in three languages—English, French, and German. Paper and all 
avcessories are to be of unexceptional excellence. The list of the sub- 
scribers’ names is to be inscribed on the fly-leaf. If these advantages are 
not sufficient to induce moneyed collectors to lay out 150 thalers on a work 
they will not be able to see until it is finished, then we would recommend 
them to get an album prepared specially for their collections, which would 
probably, after all, be the more preferable alternative. Although it is 
not intended to print more than twenty copies, the projector does not 
say whether, in the event of getting thirty applications, he would decline 
the last ten. 


WueEn the Phi/ate/ist informed its readers that the design on the stamps 
of the Orange Free State was intended to represent the “ Tree of Liberty,” 
we felt some dou.t as to the correctness of its statement. Our incredulity 
has, however, vanished before the proofs which have been furnished us of 
the true signification of the design. On the engravings of the arms of 
the state, which adorns its Official Gazette and Friend newspaper, the trce 
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is ainiheneen with a label innvings: the welds VRYHEID, or “ Liberty.” The 
fruit with which the tree on the stamps is covered was a very confusing 
addition made by the engraver of his own accord, and he is therefore 
responsible for the general supposition that it is an orange-tree. There is 
no ground for arguing that the fruit is intended to represent cannon-balls. 
The three pendants “are powder-horns, as made and used by the African 
boers, and not peaceful post-horns. The country derives its name from the 
Orange river, and not from the orange-tree (which does not thrive there at 
all), as the engraver must have supposed. ” Thus says our obliging 
informant, the Postmaster-General of the South African Republic. 

Two interesting unofficial gatherings of the members of the Philatelic 
Society took place during the past month at Dr. Viner’s residence, the 
object being the comparison of the members’ collections of the stamps of 
certain specified countries. On the first of June, Spain was the country 
selected ; several good collections were shown, but the interest centred in 
two remarkably fine ones—those of Sir Daniel Cooper and another; for 
interesting varieties and completeness they could hardly be surpassed. On 
the 13th June, France and Belgium were made the subject, and again Sir 
Daniel Cooper’s collection took the lead, in company with that of Dr. Viner. 
At this second meeting, Mr. Ysasi produced a very fine specimen of the 1 real 
dark violet Luzon of the first 1863 series, ob/iterated, and consequently of great 
rarity ; also the following Luzon stamps, surcharged HABILITADO POR LA 
NACcION, 5 cuartos CORREOS INTERIOR, red; 1 real green; and 25 ¢. light 
orange. The first-uamed is noticed by M. Moens in the current number of 
his journal, but the specimen to which he refers has been for some time in 
this country. Sir Daniel Cooper showed a rare—and, we may say, unique— 
Spanish official stamp, issued in 1854, of which the design consists of the 
Queen’s head embossed on green, something after the fashion of the 1853 
Italian, the inscription, conrEO oFIcIAL, 1 Linka, 1854, running round the 
circle. We hope these interesting réunions will be continued.—Stamp 
Collector’s Magazine. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


F. E. B., New Yorx.—Thanks for your information. 

Puitatetist, NewMarker.—All the stamps you sent are genuine. 

Apna, New Orieans.—We should very much like to see the stamp 
you describe, 

Aurrep H., PLymoutrn.—The Ceylon post cards have not arrived here 
in any quantity. 

L. L. D., Presron.—Are sorry to say we cannot accede to your request. 
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AUCTION NOTES. 


We hear from J. W. Scott and Co., that two magnificent collections have 
been placed in their hands to sell by auction. One is, perhaps, the best 
collection in the United States, and will be sold in three parts; the first 
consisting of proofs, essays, and duplicates, will be sold in New York on 
the 3rd of September, and is well worthy the attention of collectors, as it 
contains many magnificent proofs that it would be next to impossible 
to duplicate, and a very fine used copy of that rarest of all regularly issued 
Government stamps, the blue carriers, head of Franklin. The limited 
number of catalogues placed in our hands will be distributed amongst our 
readers to the best of our ability, and will be sent to all purchasers at 
the last sale. The remainder, or collection proper, will be sold in two 
evenings in December next, one in each week. The catalogues for this 
will be well worthy the fine collection, as they will be printed on the 
finest quality gilt-edged paper, and be illustrated with several hundred 
engravings of the rarest stamps, each printed in the correct colour. | These 
will be sold at 25¢. each, the amount being returned to buyers. The 
other collection is the property of Mr. Lomler, the well-known San 
Francisco amateur. We believe it is not decided yet whether it will be 
old here or in London. 


HISTORY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES POST OFFICE. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
Continued from page 69. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Tue first attempt to colonise the new world was made by French Protestants 
in 1562 at Port Royal; and exactly one hundred years after the first royal 
charter was granted to found a colony in Carolina, which originally 
embraced the present states of North and South Carolina and Georgia. 

South Carolina is bounded on the north by North Carolina, on the 
south-east by the ocean, and on the south-west by Georgia, from which it 
is separated by the River Savannah. It is situated between north latitude 
32°4, 35°12 and 78°25, 85:19 west longitude. It is upwards of 200 miles 
long, and has an area of 28,000 square miles. The State is divided into 
thirty counties and districts, and has a population of about 632,000. The 
principal cities are Charleston the largest, Beaufort, Columbia the State 
capital, and Georgetown, all having a population over 3,000. In 1859 
there were 642 post-offices in the State. 
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CHARLESTON, 


Charleston is the county seat of the county of the same name, and is 
built at the junction of the Ashley and Cooper rivers seyen miles from the 
Atlantic Ocean. _ It has a population of about 40,000. Mr. Alfred Huger 
was Postmaster during the war. In 1856 the office returned a net revenue 
to the Government of $30,397.82. 


= The stamps issued by the Postmaster of 
os ] this city were amongst the first of the Con- 

Sill federate Provisionals to be discovered. 
The envelope was first noted by Mr. Kline, 
and shortly after some of the adhesives 
were found in England, and were supposed 
to be the same stamp that Mr. Kline had 
described, an error the writer fell into in 
compiling the first list of Confederate 
Provisionals, and was only undeceived last year on purchasing Mr. Kline’s 
collection. The adhesive is printed on very thin paper, and the colour 
varies from light to dark dull blue. The envelope stamps are found 
impressed in blue on white, blue, and various shades of buff envelopes, and 
was sometimes impressed twice on the same envelope to make double 
postage : only one copy thus printed has been seen by the writer. The 
accompanying cuts render description unnecessary. 





COLUMBIA. 


Columbia is the State capital and county seat of Richland county, and is 
situated on the Congaree river, 124 miles from Charleston, and is con- 
nected by railways with all the principal cities of the State. It has a 
population of about 10,000. Mr. James B. Glass (no relation of R. H. 
Glass, of Lynchburg), was Postmaster for some time prior to the com- 
mencement of the war, and retained his position till the city fell into the 
hands of thé Federal authorities. In 1856 the office returned a net 
revenue to the Government of $4212.13. 

Of the stamped envelopes issued by Mr. Glass, we can 
give but little more information than is conveyed by the 
accompanying engraving. The impression is printed in 
dull blue on the right hand upper corner on various sizes 
of white and buff envelopes. The authenticity of the 
stamp has been acknowledged by its author. No unused 
copies are known to exist, and not more than twelve used 
ones have been seen by the writer. 
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UNITED STATES NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 
Continued from page 82. 


Unitep Srates BExeress Company. 


Large oblong (size, 4} by 2? in.) large numerals of value in red, and 
inscribed with the following: “ United States Express Company. Prepaid 
News Parcel Stamp. Contents—Newspapers, Pamphlets, Magazines, 
and unbound matter. If parcel contains any other matter than above 
enumerated, and is not prepaid according to following rates and weights, 
agents are instructed to charge full parcel rates in addition to this 
stamp :—1 to 10 lbs., 10 cts.; 10 to 20 Ibs., 20 cts.; 10 to 15 lbs., 15 cts.; 
20 to 25 lbs., 25 cts. For the Proprietors, H. D. Colvin, Agent.” 
Signature in fac-simile autograph. Typographed black on yellow paper. 

10, 15, 20 and 25 cents. 


Mesrcuants’ Union Express Company. 


Large oblong (size 3i by 2 inches); large shaded numbers in centre ; 
freight house, locomotive engine, and express waggon and horses in 
lower left-hand corner, with the following inscription across the stamp :— 
“ Merchants’ Union Express Company prepaid newspaper stamps. The 
charges on this package are prepaid over the railroad and steam- 
boat lines occupied by this company, subject to the following condi- 
tions :—Ist, That the contents of the same shall be newspapers, books, 
and magazines only. 2nd, That each magazine, weighing 4 oz. or 
under, shall be rated and paid for as two-and-a-half newspapers, and in 
that proportion over that weight. 3rd, Bound books weighing 4 oz., or 
fraction of same, shall be rated each as five newspapers. 4th, That the 
number of papers, or their equivalent based as aboye, shall not exceed 
* * * newspapers. That in case these conditions are not complied with, 
the Company have the right to collect, in addition to the cost of' this 
stamp, the regular package rate to such point as the same may be destined. 
For the proprietors, E. P. Ross, Prest.” In fuc-simile autograph. Litho- 
graphed, black on yellow paper. _ 

5, 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, and 500 newspapers. 

Same as last, surcharged american in large block letters, over “ Union 
Express,” and Ja. C. Fargo (in autograph fac-simile), GuNERAL SUPERLN- 
TENDENT, over ‘f E.;P. Ross, Prest.”’” Lithographed, black on yellow paper. 

5, 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, and 500 newspapers. 


American Express Company. 


Large oblong (size 33 by 2 inches); numeral of value in centre im red ; 
man loading one-horse express waggon, freight house, &c., in lower left- 
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hand corner. . Inscription, “ Amurican. Express Company Prepatp News- 
PAPER Stamps ”’ (then follows the same rules and regulations as the last). 
For the Proprietors, Ja. C. Fargo, General Superintendent (in autograph 
Jaec-simile). Lithographed, black on white paper. 

5,10, 25, 50, 100, and 200 newspapers. 

Same as last, surcharged in blue, Book STAMP COVERS, FRE-PAYMENT OF 
CHARGES ON 3 TO 4 POUNDS. 

£0 cents. 

Same as last, surcharged in blue, INSURANCE PARCEL STAMP, COVERS, 

PREPAYMENT OF CHARGES ON | To 2 POUNDS. 
15 cents. 

Large oblong (size 3$ by 2 inches); large numerals in centre in red ; 
American shield and flags i in upper right ; man loading one-horse express 
waggon, freight house, &c., in lower left-hand corner, and inscribed across 
the stamp, © American Express Company. Prepaid Newspaper Stamp. 
The charges on this package of newspapers is pre-paid over the railroad 
and steamboat lines occupied by this Company, subject to the following 
conditions :—That the contents shall be newspapers only, published at the 
point from which this package is forwarded. That the number of such 
papers shall not exceed * * * . That the wrapper of package shall be left 
open at the ends. That in case these conditions are not complied with, the 
Company have the right to collect, in addition to cost of this stamp, the 
regular package rate to such point as the same may be destined. For the 
Proprietors, Ja. C. Fargo, Supt.” Autograph /ac-simile. Lithographed, 
black on white paper, 

25, 50, 100, 150, 200, and 250 newspapers. 

Same as last, surcharged in blue, “10 cents. This stamp covers pre- 
payment of news matter of 10 pounds and under.” 

Over 25, 50, 100, 150, 200, and 250 newspaper stamps. 


Same as last surcharged in blue, 15 cents, and same inscription. 
Over 100 and 150 newspaper stamps. 


American Mrrcuants’ Unton Express Company. 

Large oblong (size 32 by 2 inches; large numeral in centre in red ; 
American shield and flags in upper ‘Tight, man loading express 
waggon, &c., in’ lower left-hand corner, and inscribed, ‘‘ American 
Merchant Union Express Company. Prepaid News Parcel Stamp. 
Contents: Newspapers, Pamphlets, Magazines, and unbound matter. 
If parcel contains any other matter than the above enumerated, and 
is not prepaid according to following rates and weights, Agents are in- 
structed to charge full pare ‘el rate in addition to this stamp 1 to 10 lbs., 
10 cents; ‘10 to 15 Ibs., 15 cents; 15 to 20 lbs., 20 cents; 20 to 25 Ibe... 
25 cents, and 5 cents for each additional 5 lbs. or fraction thereof. For 
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the Proprietors, Char. Fargo, (fuc-simile autograph), Superintendent.” 
Lithographed, black on white paper. 

5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 cents 

Same as last, signed, “O. W. Barrett (in fac-simile autograph), Agent, 
Chicago. Lithographed, black on white paper. 

5, 10,.15, 20, and 25 cents. 

Large oblong (size 4 by 24 inches); large numeral of value in centre, 
and inscribed, ‘‘ American Merchants’ Union Express Company. Pre- 
paid Newspaper Parcel Stamp. From Chicago only, to all points 
reached by this Company in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska. Con- 
tents: Newspapers, Pamphlets, Magazines, and unbound matter. if 
parcel contains any other matter than those enumerated, and is not pre- 
paid according to following rates and weights, Agents are instructed to 
charge full pareel rate in addition to this stamp. 5 lbs. or under, 10 cents ; 
over 5 lbs. to and including 10 lbs., 15 cents; over 10 Ibs. to and including 
15 lbs., 20 cents, and for every additional 5 lbs., or fractional part thereof, 
5 cents. ©. W. Barrett (in autograph fac-simile), Agent.” Typographed, 
black on white paper. 

10, 15, 20, and 25 cents. 

Variety, same lettering as last in slightly different type. 15 cents. 

Large oblong (size 33 by 1} inches); large numeral of value in centre 
in red, inscribed, “ American Merchants’ Union Express Company. 
Prepaid Insurance Parcel Stamp. From the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Chicago. Covering the prepayment of our charges on 
Insurance Blanks, not exceeding in weight 1 lb. to any point reached by 
this Company. in States of Michigan, Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Minnesota, and Missouri. l oz. to 16 oz.,. 5 wy l to 2 lbs., 
15 cents; 2 to 3 lbs., 20 cents; 3 to 4 lbs., 30 cents; 4 to 5 lbs., 35 cents. 
For the Proprietors, Char. Fargo in autograph fu: aie ), Supe rintendent.” 
Enclosed in fancy frame ; typographed black on white paper. 

35 cents. 


Same as last, with name of Insurance Company changed to “ Reaper 


9? 


City Insurance Compauy, Rockford, Illinois. 
5 cents. 
Same, “ Yonkers and New York Fire Insurance Company.” 
5 cents. 

Large oblong (size 32 by 24 inches); large numeral of value in 
centre in red ;° inscribed, ‘ “American Merchants’ Union Kxpress Com- 
pany. Prepaid Book Stamp. The charges on this Package of Books 
are Prepaid from Chicago only over the Lines of this Company, 


subject to the following conditions:—That the weight is limited to four 
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pounds. That the package shall contain nothing but bound books. That 
in case these conditions are not complied with, the Company haye the 
right to collect, in addition to the cost of this stamp, regular package 
rates to such point as same may be destined. Rates, 1 oz. to 12 oz., 
10 cents; 12 to 15 0z., 15 cents; 1 lb. to 2 lbs., 25 cents; 2 to 3 lbs., 
35 cents; 3 to 4 lbs, 50 cents. Char. Fargo (in autograph fac-simile), 
Assistant General Superintendent, Chicago.” Ornamental frame; typo- 
graphed black on yellow paper. 
10, 15, 25, 35, and 50 cents. 





a 
H ' ' 


1) ;enmnee) FORMED TY 





Same as engraving ; typogra phed black on blue ground 
5, 10, 15, 25, and 40 cents. 
Variety, green on blue ground. 15 cents. 








== 








Same as engraving ; fxpographed black on pale carmine ground. 
10, 15, 25, 35, and 45 cents. 
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Same as last, with PREPAID PARCEL sTAMP in ore line in place of 
“Prepaid Bound Book Stamp. The second and third condition and 
schedule of rates are as followa:—2nd. The contents of the package 
shall be circulars, hand-bills, and posters, books, MSS., and proof sheets, 
maps, prints, engravings, sheet music, blank, flexible patterns, samples, 
and sample cards, photographic paper, letter envelopes, cards, photo- 
graphic representations of different types, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, 
und scions only, valued at not to exceed $10, drd. The weight of any 
package shall not exgeed 5 lbs., or im size 1 ft. long, and 6 in. thick 
and wide. Schedule of rates: 12 oz. and under, 5 cts.; over 12 oz. to 
16 oz., 8 cts.; 1 lb. to 2 lbs., 10 cts; 2 lbs. to 3 bbs., 15 cts. ; 3 lbs. to 
4 lbs., 20 cts.; 4 Ibs. to tbs., 25 cts. [ypographed black on orunge 
ground. 

5, 8, 10, 15, 20, and 25 cents. 

This completes the list of all the types, values, and varieties we have 
been able to discoyer, aided by many collectors both here and in England. 
Uur thanks are particularly due to A. F. Davis, Esq., to whom we are 
indebted for the loan of nearly half the specimens described. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Hortanp.—The highest value of the series of stanips for this country 
announced last month has made its appearance, and the lower values, 
although they are not sold to the public, are in the hands of all the 
principal dealers. The design of all, except the highest value, consists of 
the head of the king to left in circle, NEDERLAND in scroll aboye, and yalue 
below, crowned arms in the upper, and laurel leaves in the lower gorners. 
The 2 g. 50 c. has the same head ag the rest of the series with 2 gl. 50 c. 
above, and NEDERLAND below, flowers in the lower corners, and a band of 
oak leaves on each side of the circle, making the stamp about a sixteenth 
of an inch larger than its companions. The stamps are all printed in 
delicate tints, and offer a strong contrast to the heavy colours heretofore 
employed. In our opinion the 250 is the least effective of the series. They 
are printed on soft white paper, perforated, but unwatermarked. The 
colours and values are— | 

5 cent. ultramarine 20 cent. green 
10 ,, carmine 25 ,, violet 
15 ,, brown 50 ,, chamois 

2 g. 50 c. blue centre carmine frame. 

Swepen.—The 12 ore of the new series first introduced to the philat lic 
world by us last month is now joined by seven others of the same design, 
and also by a stamp ofa higher value than’ has heretofore been used tor 
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postal purposes in this country. The one rix-dollar, like the highest value 
of the Dutch just described, is printed. in two colours, but, unlike it in 
other respects, differs only from the rest of the set in the centre—the 
numeral of value: being replaced by three crowns on a lined ground. They 
are printed on a rough white paper, perforated, but unwatermarked.. The 
colours and values are as follows :— 


3 dre light brown 20 Gre red 
5 ,, pale green 24 ,, orange 
6 ,, purple 30 ,, dark brown 
12 ,, blue 50 4, rose 
1 rix-daler centre blue-buff frame. 

Sr. Viycnnt.—We have lately seen copies of the shilling stamp in red of 
the same tint as formerly used for the one penny; we were informed that 
they were in use for a short time before the brown shilling came out, but 
are inclined to believe it a new issue. 

PortucuEsk Inpirs.—Mention was made of a series of stamps from these 
settlements in our May and June numbers, and from the vile 
looks of the things, the number in the set, and their high 
values, believed them a fraud, and warned our readers against 
them accordingly. We are now, however, glad to make the 
amende honorable, as we have received copies of them from 
a merchant in London, who received them direct from his 
nephew in Goa. The design, which we find we omitted to 
give, consists of the numeral of value above REIS in oval of perpendicular 
lines, surrounded by solid band inscribed sERVICO POSTAL INDIA PORT, orna- 
mented angles. Many varieties have already been discovered. A list of the 
colours and values will be found in June number, but we omitted to state 
that the stamps are perforated, printed on common white unwatermarked 
paper, and rival in ugliness the New Caledonia stamp. 

France.—The 2 c. of the new type has been joined by the 4 and 5 
centime. 

Great Brrrainx.—Some months ago an agent of our firm made appli- 
cation at Somerset House for a supply of 1$d, and 6d. envelopes, the latter 
in brown to correspond with the adhesives He was informed that there 
would not be any 1}d. envelopes made, but if he liked to leave the order for 
the 6d. envelopes they might be printed in brown or purple, they 
could not say which ; of course, under the circumstances, the order was not 
given. Now, we find our Brighton con/réres gave an order for 1}d. envelopes 
and got it executed. We only mention the incident to show, how 
ignorant the officials are in regard to everything, except their usual duties. 
The new-comer is evidently printed from the die prepared for the adhe- 
sive many years ago, and weil known to most collectors. The colour is 
rose pink, and it is printed on white and blue envelopes. 
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Japan.—The experiment made in the use of stamps by this Government 
seems to answer, but it appears the rates of postage were set too low, for we 
find a new set of slightly higher values has been issued. The new-comers 
appear to be lithographic transfers from the old plates, as, although of the 
same design, many slight differences may be noticed, and the printing is 
very indistinct. The central characters denoting the values are all changed, 
and are composed of only two pieces instead of three, as formerly. The 
colours are also lighter and brighter ; this is particularly noticeable in the 
blue and green. The values, as given to us, are :— 

14 tempoes, brown 3 tempoes, vermillion 
2 = blue 74 i green 

They are printed in sheets of forty, on similar paper to that used for the 

Yast set, but rather thinner, and perforated. 


NOTES ON THE CHILIAN STAMPS OF THE FIRST EMISSION. 


(BY OUR CHILIAN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tue law announcing the pre-payment of letters by means of postage stamps 
bears the date of October, 1852, the stamps themselves making their 
appearance at the same time. The metallic plates were engraved in 
England, and were sent out along with the first supply of labels. The series 
consisted of the 5, 10, and 20 ec. 

Previous to the above date, letters were simply stamped with the name 
of the place where they were posted in plain capitals, and generally in red 
ink. ‘The postage was then 25 c. for a single letter (4 oz.) ; on the intro- 
duction of stamps, this was reduced at one sweep to 5 c., which is the rate 
charged at present. 

I have already mentioned in my former article on these stamps, that the 
bust borne by them is that of Columbus, and not of Freire, or any other 
“Chilian worthy.” Freire has, however, not been forgotten ; we have his 
portrait on the notes of the Bank of Concepcion, of which province he was 
once governor. 

As stated above, the first lot of stamps came from England, the rest 
being printed here. It is the latter fact which probably accounts for the 
variety of colours, or shades of colours, in which they are found; the 5 and 
10 c. especially. Of the 1 c., I believe few or none were struck off here. 
They were very little used, and then almost exclusively as bill stamps. In 
January, 1867, when the new stamp law came into practice, there was a 
great demand for them; but after two or three months the law was all but 
forgotten, and the stamps were used only for documents which might by 
chance find their way into a law court. Thus the stamps are more or less 
of a uniform colour. 
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The date of issue of the 1 c. is generally given as 1852. I have ascer- 
tained, however, that it was ordered after the other values, and therefore 
could not have appeared in the same year. I think 1853 is the proper 
date. In an article in one of the early volumes of The Stamp Collector’s 
Magazine it is stated that the stamp was obsolete in 1865. This is not the 
case; the whole series may still be used, and are sometimes met with doing 
duty even now. 

The stamps printed in England are on blue paper, and have a larger 
watermark than the sueceeding issues. ‘The impression is also much clearer 
than in the latter. 

In 1854 the 10 ¢. was, for the first time, made to do duty for the 5 ¢., by 
being diagonally halyed. This variety, I should say, ought to be collected, 
as well as other provisionals. The following are the errors in printing 
which I know of :— 


5 c., blue paper,—reversed 5. 10 c., blue,—reversed 10. 
5 ,, red 2 a D » red,—inverted 5. 
And my list of varieties, the following :— 
1852. (1) 5c., chocolate on blue paper. 
10 ,, black blue. 
(2) 5c., red and brown. 
10 ,, light blue, dark blue, and indigo. 
20 ,, dark green. 


The earliest 20 c. were most probably printed on blue paper, though I 
cannot say with certainty, The second individual in my list is exceedingly 
rare in Chili.—The Philatelist. 


REVIEWS OF PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS. 


Postage Stamp Album and Catalogue. By Dr. Viner. Sixteenth Edition. 
London : William Stevens. 


Tuts favourite of the young coilector is better known as Oppen’s Album, the 
name of the editor of the earliest edition, but all the eredit of compiling 
the various information is due to Dr. Viner. If there are any of our readers 
who have never seen a copy of this work, they can form a very good idea of 
the style and general appearance by referring to the excellent diagram 
of it given on page 80 of our last number. The space has been very 
fairly divided amongst stamp-issuing countries, and ‘space left for some 
that the editor evidently expected or wanted to issue stamps, as we find 
spaces for Persia, Mozambique, &c., but it seems even Dr. Viner never 
expected stamps to be issued for the Portuguese Indies. However, the 
collection will look none the worse for the absence of those stamps. Its 
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one fault it Shares in common with all cheap albanis—the pages are 
arrangéd for Wie stamps to Be Stuck oii both sides of the pajer. 
Common Sense Postage Stamp Album. By J. Walter Scott. Fifth 


Edition. New York arid London; J. W.Scottand Co. Birmingham : 
James R. Grant and Co. Second Notice. 


Vorvumes of this work in four styles of binding are now before us, and 
if we were to judge of the book by its covers we should have to pronounce 
it perfect, and We must say that we see but little cause to alter otr Verdict 
passed on the outside after a careful scrutiny of every page. At first the 
elaborate lock that secures the higher priced ones caused us to smile, 
thinking that anyone who wanted to steal the stamps would carry off the 
book, but we find from collectors who have adopted this mode of securing 
their albums, that it has many ddVantages, a's Not instatice, keeping the 
book out of the hands of careless persons when the owner is away, many 
amateurs having had their stamps torn or sviled by children when 
accidentally left within their reach. Opening the book, we first look for 
the guards, and find that there are two to every other leaf, giving great 
facilities for inserting additional pages when needed, and keeping the 
book from bulging, even if quite full. The rye of each country are 
arranged as artistically as a regard to dates and values will admit of, and 
perhaps the greatest praise we can bestow on any album is deserved by 
this, “‘ there is ample room for all stamps issued, and no spaces have been 
prepared for any bogus ones.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE AUCTION SALE 
An American Collector on the Recent Auction Sale. 
To THE Eprror oF THE American Journal ef Philately. 


Dear Sir,—I was much surprised to see the letter in the S.C, M. ander the above heading, 
and before answering it I would,call your English readers’ attention to the fact that it is a 
New England opinion, Which is seldom an American View of anything. 

F. F., whoever he may be (the letter is very much in S. A. Taylor's style,. and he hada 
Livingstone for sale), says that we do not pay such prices as they do in England. Perhaps 
not ; Sut for all that we take care to get all the best stamps, even if we do buy them at 
lower prices than they pay in England ; but I do not believe a scarce stamp ever went from 
here because an American collector would not pay as much for it as could be got in England. 

With regard to the late sale, I will give you the American, or, at least, the New York 
opinion, concerning it. Colleetors here are very much disappointed at the magnificent col- 
lection of Confederates being sold away from here, and although a great many of the stamps 
came back, numbers were disappointed in not being able to bid at the sale, and double the 
bids sent, if necessary, as they did not like to send unlimited orders in case others might 
have done the same. 

In regard to the Magazine article concerning it, collectors think it just serves J. W. Scott 
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and Co. right for selling in London—for they ought to have known that an American 
would never get justice in England, and that the English papers would insinuate falsehoods, 
and pass slurring remarks about anything they did not like; but I suppose there is some 
excuse for them, as it was a disgrace for them to let an American go to London and do 
what none of them had enterprise enough to do—organize an auction sale of stamps ; and 
it is only natural that they should act as it appears they did, and do everything they could 
to hinder it. 
Hoping you will have pluck enough to publish this, 


Iam, &c., 





New York. A Ritep AMERICAN. 





RUSSIAN LOCALS. 
To THE Epiror or tHE American Journal of Philately 

Str,-—Noticing a note of interrogation after the word ‘‘ Schopeen ” in your notice of Russian 
locals, I referred to a list lately received by me from Moscow, where I find the word is spelled 
**Skopin.” ‘‘ Kolomna” is spelled ‘*‘ Kalomna,” ‘‘ Borovitchi” is spelled ‘* Borowitschi,” and 
** Bronnitzi ” is spelled ‘* Brounitzi.” 
I remain, Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 


Jomn A. FowLer. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A. B. 8.; New Brirain.—We will endeavour to embrace the informa~ 
tion you require in our article next month. 




















PuinatTEetist, PHmapEenPHia.—We have not been able to see the 
essays you mention, so cannot form an opinion on the subject. 

H. Gorvon, New Orveans.—Thanks for removing our doubts on the 
subject. 


F. F. H., Mancuesrer.—All the U.S. locals you send for our 
inspection are counterfeits, and have evidently formed part of one of the 
packets so extensively sold. 

Srampe Coniecror, Newcast.&-on-Tynz.—We should say Mulready 
envelopes are in better demand than any other stamp. 

X. Y. Z., Oxrorp.—There are about four times as many revenue as 
postage stamps. 

L. E. B., Lonpon.—All genuine. 


Grorcze H., Betrast.—The United States has issued more stamps 
than any other country. 


Miss A. F.—Have returned your collection by book post, with a cross 
on all the counterfeits. 
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A TABLE GIVING THE DATE OF FIRST ISSUE, AND NUMBER 
OF POSTAGE STAMPS (BOTH ADHESIVE AND ENVELOPE), 
ISSUED BY EACH STAMP-ISSUING COUNTRY. 


Comprmmep By Frank AknoL_p Gray. 


In compiling the following Table I have endeavoured to preserve a 
“ happy mean,” and have follow ed as closely as possible the following rule, 
viz. :—‘* That where the same type of stamp has been printed in two or 
more distinct colours, to count it as two or more different stamps—but to 
take no account of different shades of the same colour. I have made use 
of all the principal catalogues, published at home and abroad, in compiling 
the Table, and think the Dates, &c., will be found correct. 


* x ‘ Date of No of No. of 
Name of Country. First Issue. Adhesive. Envelop 


*Alsace and Lorraine .. cs ees 
Angola ee se -- 1870. 6 
Antigua ee de ee oo see : 
Antioquia wie 1869 
Argentine Citietaiion and R tepublic 1858 
*Austria wa oa 1850 
Austrian Italy.. e ° 1850 
Azores ee as » e 4 1868 


— 


*Baden Ke i so anee 
Bahamas i - x 1859 
Barbadoes - 4 ee . 1852 

*Bavaria ; . ; » 26 

*Belgium : ; ; ~- 1849 
Bergedorf os - 1861 
Bermuda ae ~e .1865 
Bolivar on os 1864 
Bolivia .. q : a 5 
Brazil .. ae — 1843 
Bremen 1855 
British Chlumbis : and Sonatina er’s tein’ 1861 
British Guiana. be os ; 1850 
British Sadane da ea 1865 
Brunswick i se 1852 
Buenos Ayres .. £. se 1858 


SCOR ATOR Oe 


*Canada.. ; - 1851 
Cape of Good Hope 1853 
Cashmere ‘ de 1866 

*Cezlon .. oe F ‘ 1857 
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Name of Country. Seertenk >see, - Bevin 
*Chili .. »< . 3 5.0 3 Ae ob 4s Ae 
Confederate States .. = , EeOhe sac: -AA 
Corrientes ae cs 1856 .. 4 
Costa Rica éé 4 é 1863 .. 4 
Cuba .. ‘a - h wa, <a: 
Cundinamarca .. -_ m ie 2 
Danish West Indies .. »» 1855 
Decean (The) .. —s : -» 1869 
*Denmark “9 ‘4 -" se «63681 
Dutch Indies .. ¥ ce : 1863 





Ecuador va sts : 1865 
Egypt .. ee ve oe ~» 1865 


Fiji Islands ... tp _ -- (1870 
*Finland Si He na ~- 1845 
*France .. de i? “ys i 1849 

French Colonies ir. bs { 1869 


Gambia... ve Se -- 1869 
Germany (Northern States) .. »- 1852 
Germany (Southern States) .. 1850 
*Germany (Empire) .. on 1872 
*Great Britain .. ee _ -- 1840 
Greece .. ee ee -- 1861 
Grenada ee ‘ 2° -. 1860 
Guatemala Se ee 1871 


© 


cr Co 


] 
] 
] 


WwW 
_— 


H dN 


Hamburg ve 1859 
Hanover . de <“. 1850 
*Heligoland .. ‘ oe -- 1867 
Holstein ve de ea ‘ 1864 
Honduras P $e . -« 1866 
*Holland Ss He - 1852 
Hong Kong .. ee : -- 1862 


*Hungary = de : 1871 


— —— 
no kh OO > 


he dO 


Tonian Isles 
India .. 
Italy .. 





a 
> > @ oo co @w Oo 


Jamaica 
Japan. .. 
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Date of No. of No. of 
First Issue Adhesive. En elope 

Liberia... 1860 6 

Lubeck.. ; 1859 , 12 
*Luxembourg 1852 16 

Luzon .. 1854 20 


Name of Country. 


Madeira 1866 
Malta .. . 1860 
Mauritius = aa 1855 
Mecklenburg Schwerin 1856 
Mecklenburg Strelitz .. 1864 
Mexico.. ii. 1857 
Modena i - 1852 


Naples.. 1858 
Natal .. : 1857 
Nevis ... 1861 
New Brunswick 1857 
New Caledonia... es 1860 
Newfoundland 1857 
New Granada .. ed 1859 
New South Wales ; 1850 
New Zealand .. bd ‘ 1855 
Nicaragua oe ee ° 1862 
North German Confederation. 1868 
Norway éé “| . 1854 
Nova Scotia ‘ ve ‘ 1857 


_ 
oO 


7m ee CO mm Ot 


~ 


> ~] 


Oldenburg i 1852 
Orange States .. 1868 


Paraguay 1870 
Parma .. » 41852 
Peru .. 1858 
Poland .. 1858 
Portugal . 1853 
Prussia.. ~ éd 1850 
Prince Edward Island.. 1860 


Ce —_e 
THe r= Co OO Ce 


mm 2 
ns 


Queensland .,. 1861 


Réunion Island 1852 
Romagna - 1859 
Roman States .. 1852 
Roumania ee 1854 


*Russia .. - 1848 





Tue AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. _ [September 


Date of No. of No. o "i 
Name of Country. First Issue. Adhesive. Envelope. 


Salvador a's : WAG? és o— 
Sandwich Islands tet o RBBB ow 16°60) “aw 
Sarawak ou " 1868 ees 
Saxony.. ee : 1850 18 10 
Schleswig ee oe 1864 “= 
Schleswig Holstein os . 1850 
Servia .. a . 1866 
Sicily .. ES ate -. 1859 
Sierra Leone .. : -- 1861 
South African Republic . ~- 1869 
South Australia ra ‘a x 1855 
Spain .. oe ne : 1850 
St. Christopher ‘ = 1870 
St. Domingo .. : ; : 1862 
St. Helena se . 1857 
St. Lucia os é 1859 
St. Thomas and Prince ties ee 1870 
St. Vincent a oe 1859 
Straits Settlements d . 1867 
*Sweden.. ee é : 1855 
*Switzerland .. ‘ 1843 


a | 


ay 
© 





* 
. 
— 
CO orcr sts 


—- 
_ 


- 
oo 
I™I > 0 


. a 
. 7 
~~ 
-- 


. 
* 
~j ~*~] 


Tasmania 1853 
Tolima .. _ 1870 
Trinidad i wid _ 1851 
Turkey. 1863 
Turk’s Idand e ‘ 1867 


Tuscany ee . : - 1849 16 


*United States .. 1847 48 
Uruguay ‘eo oe 1856 30 


Venezuela ae -- 1659 27 
Victoria R 1852 37 
Virgin Islands. . ve » 1866 5 


Western Australia .. 1855 18 
*Wurtemburg .. ve 1851 20 





“Local” Stamps are not included in the enumeration: Registration, 
Newspaper, and Unpaid Letter Stamps are. 


* Countries with av asterisk prefixed have issued Post Cards. 
¢ Inelades “ Official ” Stamps. 
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SUMMARY. 


Number of stamp-issuing countries :—Africa, 14; America, £0; Asia, 7 ; 
Europe, 54; Oceanica, 13. Total, 138. 

Number of Postage Stamps (Government issues) :—Adhesive, 2,099 ; 
Envelope, 263. Total, 2,362. 

Stamps first issued for the prepayment of Postage by Great Britain in 
1840. Spain has issued the greatest number, viz., 108. The United 
States is next in order, its emissions numbering 87. Malta and New 
Caledonia have issued only 1 stamp each. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


Our budget of novelties is remarkably meagre this month, and to make 
it appear all the worse we have but one illustration to adorn the page. 

Cryton.—The Post Card of which we gave an engraving in our June 
number came into circulation on the first of this month. The following 
information from the Guzett¢ will be read with interest by some of our 
readers. Ordinance No. 27th of 1871, entitled “‘ An Ordinance to provide 
for the Inland transmission of Post Cards,” shall come into operation on 
the First day of September, One thousand Eight hundred and Seventy- 
two. The following regulations in connection with this Ordinance are 
published for general information :— 

1.—The front or stamped side of the Post Card shall have nothing but 
the address written upon it. There shall be nothing else written, printed, 
or otherwise impressed on it, nor shall there be any writing or printing 
across the stamp. On the reverse side any communication, whether of the 
nature of a letter or otherwise, may be written or printed, but such com- 
munication shall not extend to the front side. Nothing whatever may be 
attached to the Card, nor may it be folded, cut, or otherwise altered. If 
any part of this rule be infringed, the Card shall be charged on delivery 
with four cents, additional. 

2.—It is forbidden to forward by post any Post Card having thereon any 
words, marks, or designs of any indecent, obscene, libellous, or grossly 
offensive character. Any Card posted contrary to this prohibition shall be 
stopped and dealt with by the chief officer of the Post Office as the circum- 
stances of the case may require. 

3.—Impressed stamps cut out from a Post Card shall not be used for 
payment of postage, although the stamps have not been used before or sent 
by post. 

4.—No Card other than one of those issued from the Stainp Office will 
pass as a Post Card. 
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Unirep Srates.—A_ new issue of Post Cards bearing an impressed 1 c. 
stamp will make their appearance on the First of October. The Govern- 
ment has advertised for proposals to furnish 50,000,000. 

U. 8. Locat, Boyd’s City Despatch—Owing to the proprietor of this 
concern having moved his office from Fulton Street, a change has been 
made in the Knvelope Stamps heretofore employed. The new corner is 
printed from the old block, which has had the address roughly erased, and 
is still impressed in the same shade of red. 

Cuina:—We have had the stamp, from which the accompanying cut is 
taken, in our possession some months, trying to get 
authentic information concerning it. The party from 
whom we obtained it stated that it was a local stamp 
used in Hong Kong, and this is partly confirmed by 
a high judicial officer of that colony, who informs us 

that there are local letter carriers, and that there is 

Postage { Boo. a coin used there called Itziboo, and that boo is used 

as an abbreviation of it. The stamp is printed in black, on yellow paper, 
and is perforated. We have no doubt of its authenticity. 

Prince Epwarp Istz.— Zhe Philatelical Journal states that the old penny 
stamps of this colony are now in use, surcharged 2 ceN's. 

Mavritius.—Le Timbre-Peste notes the advent of a tenpenny adhesive 
red, and two envelopes of the value of tenpence and one shilling and eight- 
pence, the colours being rose and blue respectively. 

Russia.-—Several new locals are announced as usual, including a new 
type for Livonia, bearing the design of a mailed arm clenching a sword 
coming out of clouds; colour, green and red. It was proposed to give a 
complete list of all the locals in use in this country, but it was deferred till 
some lull in their emission should give the writer and engraver time to 
complete the whole. The task is beginning to appear hopeless, 


UNITED STATES LOCAL STAMPS. 
By J. W. Scorr. 
Continued from page 66. 


Tue task of chronicling all genuine varieties of United States locals 
and describing all the counterfeits of the same, seems well-nigh a hope- 
less undertaking, and, taking into consideration that these papers are 
the first on the subject that have ever been written, and are, in fact, the 
‘only original”’ notes on United States locals, I hope the readers of the 
“‘JournaL”’ will pardon a few errors which crept into some of the first 
instalments of it, owing to my accepting the statements of a collector who 
I believed was well informed on the subject. To save my readers the 
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trouble of referring to the different numbers (some of whom may not have 
the first volume), I give the complete list of the stamps in question, instead 
of pointing out the mistakes alluded to, and adding the corrections and 
newly-discovered varieties. So that the varieties may be easily dis- 
tinguished, ovr publishers have consented to illustrate one of the 
scarcest types. pepe server. 

Bioop’s Desparcu.—In oval, dove carrying a letter F . 
inscribed patp, printed from a wood-block, black im- 
pression on light green glazed paper. I have never seen 
a counterfeit of this stamp. 

B.oop’s. Desparcu.—In small oval, similar to last, but 
figure of dove more on a level with letter. Probably 
lithographed. Black impression on green and white 
paper. 

Counterrett.—This is a very close imitation, like all 
others emanating from the same factory. Tes¢.—In the genuine stamp 
the bottom of the letters of Dresparcu are slightly rounded to follow the 
curve of the oval. These peculiarities have not been observed in 
the counterfeit. The space in the centre of the first o in Blood’s is 
wider at the top than at the bottom. The word parp in the genuine is 
composed of larger and heavier letters than in the imitation. The shading 
on the letter to the left of p in paip has been omitted in the counterfeit. 


Bioop’s Envetore Sramps. 

BLOOD’S DISPATCH STAMP in circle, surrounded by FOR PHILADELPHIA 
DELIVERY, OFFICR 28 so. 6rH st., embossed letiers on coloured ground, 
buff envelope, red. Embossed on plain ground, buff envelope. 

RLOOD’S DISPATCH STAMP in circle, surrounded by FOR PHILADELPHIA 
DELIVERY, OFFICE 26 & 28 so. 6rH st., embossed letters on coloured ground, 
buff envelopes, red, crimson. 

BLOOD’S DISPATCH ENVELOPE, surrounded by FOR PHILADELPHIA DELIVERY, 
PREPAID, embossed letters on coloured ground on white and buff env: lopes. 


Red. 


GRAFFLIN’S above, BALTIMORE below, ONE CENT on left, pesParcn on right 
side, monument in upright oval in centre, ornamented angles, black im- 
pression, small rectangle. This was incorrectly stated to have been re- 
printed on page 77, vol. ii. 

Counterreit.—The imitation of the bands curling round the monument 
and crossing in the centre of it give the best test of the genuinen ss of the 
stamp. Zvst.—In the genuine the top band crosses from the right side 
down to the left, whereas in the counterfeit the band crossing from the 
left down to the right side is represented to be the top one. 


The same 
mistake is noticed in both crosses. 
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Teese anp Co. Penny Post, Puimape rata, in frame of double lines 
small oblong blue on blue paper. 

CounterFeit.—The most noticeable inaccuracy in this imitation consists 
‘in the size of the flourishes above and below “ Penny Post,” they all being 
much too large, as will be seen by the following. Zest.—The upper flourish 
above PENNY extends from the £ to y; in the genuine it commences above 
the end of x, covering both n’s; the two flourishes above posr are nearly 
the same size, and only extend from o to s, whereas in the counterfeit it 
reaches from r tot. The Pp in penny and r in post touch the frame, in the 

ime there is a distinct space between. There are many other differ- 
et Gattieshlc, but the above are quite sufficient to distinguish the 
muine from the imitation. 

T. 8. P. O. above, 1 centr. below, on curved white bands, dashes above 
and below, Paip in centre, in double lined frame, small ornaments com- 
posed of three strokes in each corner; small oblong, blue on white, gilt on 
black, black on blue. 

CountErFEIT.— TJest.—The stroke of the corner ornament next the sides 
of the frame slants away from it, whereas in the genuine they run up 
almost parallel with the frame. The period after 8S is almost directly over 
the dot in the centre of the dash; in the genuine it is to the left of it. 
The right-hand end of the lower dash touches the line surrounding 1 cent ; 
in the counterfeit it is quite distinct. Two small strokes are sometimes 
found to the right of the letter p in the counterfeit; these are not in the 
genuine. 

( To be continued.) 


NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF BRAZIL, 
By H. J. R. 


Amone the first to imitate Great Britain by adopting the pre-payment 
of corresponder.ce by stamps was the country of Brazil. There are some- 
what conflicting opinions as to the precise year in which the first Brazilian 
stamp saw the light, but I believe I shall be correct in saying that it was 
in 1843. The first emission consisted of three values, 30, 60, and 90 reis ; 
no denomination of currency was stated, but merely the three aforesaid 
numbers appeared in large, bold ornamented numerals printed in black on 
a ground of beautiful engine-turned ovals, the whole stamp being sur- 
rounded by a fine single rectangular line. These three stamps were 
printed both on a thin bluish paper and on a thicker hard paper of a 
much whiter appearance. The 90 reis is by far the scarcest of the three ; 
unused copies are extremely difficult to obtain, and even a good used 
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specimen is but sisted to be met with ; the other values are not un- 
common. 

There is not the same uncertainty about the date of issue of the second 
series, it was in 1844; and from the number of copies of the first-issue in 
the market, I should say towards the close of the year. This issue con- 
sisted of seven values, like the first, inasmuch as no name of issuing coun- 
try was denoted, and no currency stated, but simply numeral of value on 
engine-turned ground ; but differing from the first in being small oblong 
rectangles, and in the figure of value being italic, or slanting. 

This series is also found printed on two descriptions of paper, thin bluish 
and thicker white paper; the latter is rather the scarcer of the two, 
especially in the higher values. Neither the 180, 300, or 600 are fre- 
quently met with; perhaps of the three the 180 is the rarest, and the 300 
the commonest, but the trio may be described as rare, and unused copies 
command fancy prices, and are only to be found in the very finest collec- 
tions. Of the lower values the 90 is the scarcest. 

The third issue for this country took place in 1850 (or commenced 
rather, for four of the series did not appear till later), and consisted of 
upright Roman figures on an engine-turned ground, but the whole stamp 
forming a smaller oblong rectangle than those of the last series. The 
stamps issued in 1850 consisted of eight values, viz., 10, 20, 30, 60, 90, 
180, 300, and 600, all, like the whole ef their predecessors, being printed 
in black upon white paper. From their appearance I should say that the 
whole of this issue was lithographed, as the execution is far inferior to that 
of the two former emissions. 

In the year 1861 two more values made their appearance, the 280 reis 
and the 430 reis; these, though resembling their conyréres in design, 
differed from them in that they were printed in colour upon white paper, 
the former in red and the latter in orange; both stamps are rather scarcer 
than the other values, 

Two stamps being required for newspaper postage exclusively, in 1854 
stamps were struck for this purpose from the dies of the 10 and 50 reis, 
but in blue ink instead of black. Whether the black stamps would frank 
newspapers, and the blue ones letters, I am unable to determine, but 
should fancy that a newspaper bearing a black stamp would be treated as 
unpaid. 

The stamps of this series are found both perforate and imperforate, the 
former being much the rarer, perforation having only been employed 
towards the close of the emission. Of the perforated stamps the 
10 black and 280 red are the scarcest, but none of the values are 
plentiful. 

The year 1866 saw the close of the figure series, which, under one phase 
and another, had had so long a reign, it was now gradually replaced by a 
remarkably fine set of stamps bearing the head of the Emperor; and here 
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let me remark on the strange dindianileatey betw een the portraits borne by 
individual stamps: on some of them, with a full face the E umperor appears 
to be a man in the prime of life and vigour, while in others, with profile, 
the idea given one is that of a man much older, and who would command 
respect more from his years than his physique. 

This head series was composed of seven values originally, 10 reis red 
20 reis purple, 50 reis blue, 80 reis dark violet, 100 reis green, 200 reis 
black, and 500 reis orange, but has just been supplemented by a stame 
value 300 reis: this is printed in two colours, green and violet, and aftin 
a brief career has been withdrawn from circulation, I am informed ; 
this case it will ever remain a scarce stamp, few copies having, up to the 
date, reached this side of the Atlantic, and doubtless specimens cannot yet 
have become common, even in the land of its birth. 

Some time since an issue of this series was made, printed in a chemical 
ink, which was intended to prove so fugitive that it would wash off before 
the cancelling mark, and so make the cleaning of a used copy impossible. 
This was, I suppose (like the impressed gridiron on the U. 8. adhesives) 
found not to pay its own expenses, and was abandoned. The only interest 
this fact has to collectors is that the peculiar ink turned the paper blue, 
and close students of varieties will thus have another set to add to their 
albums. 

In 1867, three envelope stamps appeared, 100 reis green, 200 reis black, 
and 300 reis vermilion. These are very nucly struck in relief, and alto- 
gether form a good tail-piece to the handsome set of adhesives: these also 
bear the head of the Emperor. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The whole of the figure series have been forged, and the first issues of 
this country are a remarkable instance of the fact that first-rate engraving 
is the best preventative of fraud ; none of the imitations could be mistaken 
for genuine by anyone who had once seen the originals; in the latter the 
fineness of the engine- turning is unapproachable by any counterfeit. 

These early impressions are well-worth close examination, and as works 
of art will favourably compare with many stamps of quite recent issue, for 
example those of the new issue for Prince Edward Island. 

It is worthy of note that the stamps of Brazil have not been officially 
recalled ; an example came to my knowledge within the last month, when 
a missive arrived in England franked with a 600 reis slanting figure, 
which was, moreover, a much damaged specimen. 

None of this country’s stamps have been reprinted, to my knowledge, 
so that unused copies will still have to be reckoned among collector's 
desiderata. 
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THE NUMBER OF POSTAGE STAMPS IN EXISTENCE. 
Tue following article is extracted from the second number of a long- 
defunct stamp paper named Zhe Stamp Collectors’ Monthly Advertiser, 
which appeared on the 15th January, 1863; and as it was written by 
Dr. J. E. Gray, F.R.S., F.Z.S., &., who was at that time the authority 
on stamp matters in England, may be considered to correctly embody the 
views of English collectors of that period. It is interesting to note the 
changes that have taken place since that time, both in amateurs’ ideas of 
collecting and the number of stamps that they have to collect. 

The questions so often asked, ‘“‘ What is the number of postage stainps 
known?” and “How many have you?” are not so easily answered, as 
many persons regard some stamps as distinct, which others consider alike, 
and vice vert, and this toa much greater extent than those who ask the 
questions imagine. I have always considered that the proper arrangement 
of the stamps and the perfect understanding of them is more important 
than the mere numerical strength of the collection. 

In a carefully-prepared catalogue, lately published, the author has 
recorded “ 1660 varieties ;”’ but, apparently, to make up this number, many 
are admitted that have very slight, if any, right to the distinction. Some 
that scarcely differ are considered as separate postage stamps, while others 
that are not postage stamps at all are included. As belonging to the 
first group, I may mention, amongst numerous others, the slight shades of 
colour in the different printings of the Newfoundland, Victoria, and other 
colonial stamps, which merely depend on the mixing of the ink. The 
die and lithograph impressions of the French unpaid letter label, I have 
never noticed the difference in, but I am told by a person connected with 
the French post-office that if there be any lithographic stamps they are 
forgeries. 

The catalogue also records upwards of 200 varieties of American and 
35 varieties of Hamburgh “ special and private labels.” Now these are 
postage stamps in the common acceptance of the term, they being often the 
tickets of carriers or private post-offices; and if these are to be received as 
post-office stamps, so ought also the labels of the English and continental 
carriers and telegraph companies.* 

Under the name of Austrian “complementary labels” are included 
nearly 50 impressions of wooden blocks, which are used to fill up the 
frames of the dies from which the stamps are printed, and which have no 
right to be considered postage stamps, or, indeed, stamps of any kind. If, 
then, these different shades of colour, labels and blocks, are withdrawn 


* Dr. Gray will here allow us to differ slightly from him on this point. He objects to 
the local express stamps of Hamburg and America being recognized as postage stamps at 
all, ‘simply because they are not Government stamps. But inasmuch as they are used to 
pre-pay the cost of transmitting letters, &c., we consider that collectors are quite justified 
in classifying them as such. 
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Pane the catihiiaaes, Shin remains, err: all the more striking differ- 
ences in colour which arise from the change of regulations, and not the 
mere accident in the mixing of the ink, between 1000 and 1100; but few, 

if any, of the collections T have yet seen contain so many; "and after 

examining very many collections, formed by persons who solely depend on 
the stamps they obtain from letters sent to this country, I find they seldom 
contain more than 300, and very rarely reach 400 varieties. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
. FIJI AND SANDWICH ISLES. 
To THE Eptror or THE American Journal of Philately. 

GENTLEMEN, --I received a letter from Fiji last mail, from the proprietor of the Fiji 
Times. He says, “Since the formation of the Government here, I have relinquished 
the postal arrangement in its favour. I have destroyed most of my stamps, and therefore 
cannot send what you require.” SoI suppose the Fiji Island stamps will be rare. I have 
lost my 20 dols., for the gentleman I sent it by never delivered it. I suppose you noticed the 
piece about the Honolulu stamps in the July number of the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, 
information derived from Mr. Taylor. I suppose it is another of that gentleman’s jokes on 
the ‘‘ Englishmen.” Iam going to give you a couple of extracts from letters received by me 
from a gentleman in Honolulu. The first—August, 1871—is in answer to inquiries about 
those famous 13 cents with fancy borders. ‘‘Of the 13 cents (kind you send drawing of), I have 
known the postmaster to pay 5 dols. for one. 

‘*P.S.—Since writing the above, the postmaster tells me that the enclosed 13 cents (N.B 
he had enclosed me a 13 cents with the ‘‘specimen” on it) was the first and only issue of 
13 cents, and was the ove for which he had paid the 5 dols. each, till finding the original plates 
for re-issue, &e.” In June, 1872, he says, further, ‘‘In regard to the ‘specimen’ stamps, | 
beg leave to say that they were issued for the Government in Boston, and when their use as 
stamps ceased, were printed across here to prevent their use as current stamps, and have been 
sold only as specimens. I have information that the Goverument has an offer from a German 
stamp houSe for their whole old issue, and the plates.’’ I had asked him if they were not 
reprints, and you see he evades the question, and has evidently forgotten what he wrote me a 
year ago. Of course they are reprints, and of course Mr. Taylor knows it. 

Yours respectfully, X. X. X. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Paitatevist, BrrmincHam.—All who have subscribed to this volume 
of the Journal will have a numbered cheque sent with the December 
number, and will receive any prize that may be awarded to them on the 
2nd January. European prize drawers will get theirs about fifteen days later. 

Grorcr L., Newrorr.—The Portuguese Indies stamps are undoubtedly 
genuine.. We have seen plenty of red ones on envelopes, but always in 
conjunction with Indian stamps. 

. Y. Z., PattapetpHis.—Revenue stamps of the value of $5,000 were 
prepared with the last set. 

F, L. B., Bosron.—We have made arrangements to publish a continued 
article describing all counterfeits. We hope to commence it in the next 
number. 

Srampist, New Haven.—The revenue album is not ready for publica- 
tion yet; it will be duly announced in these pages as soon as ready. 








Tae AMERICAN JoURNAL oF PHILATELY. 113 


A COLLECTOR’S NOTES ON THE STAMPS OF NEW 
GRANADA. 


Continued from page 33. 
Tass of that Issue of New Granada known as that of 1863. Shield 


supported by branches on white ground. 


AUTHORITIES 


LeTimbrophile 


Mahé Manuel 
Levrault 


Baillieu 


Moens I)lust. 


Le Timbre Posts 


Mount Brown 


Bellars & Davie 


Gray, Dr... 


A. Smith’s Cat. 


S. C. Mag. 
Philatelist 


Bauschke . 
Scott's Cat. . 
| A. J. Philately 
| Triffet’s Cat... 

A. 5S. M. 


NOoTtE. 


1863 


5th era of date 


All the authorities agree upon this as the 


F.Des 


orange, 


jaune 
jaune 
yellow . 
jaune, jaune 


star 


orange. . 
yellow brown 


orange P.B. . 


yellow , 
Says there are 
four values 
Sper ific 
wards 
yellow, var. 
with star; 


} 


s aiter- 


white 


paper ; 
10 Uy 


bleu P. 
P.A. 


bleu « 


bleu 
ows 
blue 


bleu P.B. : 


oint 


bleu ] 
after 10 


blue 2: 
dark blue 
blue 


P.A. 


blue 


no peso but 
20, 50, 


5, 10, 


blue P.A. 


deep blue P.B. 


blue P.A. 


brown yellow 


| orange g 
yellow . 
yellow . 


orange 


blau 
blue 
blue 


blue 


blue on P.B. 


and P.A. 


P.B. & 


rouge P.B 
PA. > 
P.B. 


rouge 7 
P.B.: vert 
A 

brunro 

P.B. 


rouge. 


vermilion var. 


red 


hows 
Star ; 


P.A. 


roth 
red 
red 
red 
red; green 


P.B. « P.A 


lige 


vert yy FS 
rouge P.b. 


vert P.A. 
rouge P.B. 


green P.B \ 
rela alll 
star; 


¥: } 


with 

red 
grun 
green 
green 
green 
green ; red 


Tue sixth series of this country was evidently the offspring of a desire to 


improve. 


Retaining the face and form of its predecessor in nearly every 
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detail, the skeleton now appears clothed and ornamented to reign for a 
brief space in its stead. It is the old ery of “ The King is dead—long 
live the King.” A strong and unusual family likeness handed down and 
preserved for generations is usually supposed to indicate some peculiar 
trait of character , and the octagonal shape so carelully preserved in the 
issues of this country would seem in like manner to have some peculiar 
merit or significancy ; but if it has a meaning, philosophy, symbolism or 
economy, to us as yet the gods have not revealed it. The cloud that has 
obscured the greater part of the background and the five little leaves that 
have appeared in the corners to make the waste places rejoice have added 
little either to the beauty or effectiveness of the design ; while the execution 
is less careful, the chief advantage seems to be to the forgers who have 
freely imitated the set. A more careful detail is therefore appended. 

Crentre.—ARkMS AS BEFORE.—Shield same size and shape, 38 x 27, but 
appearing without bounding lines upon the coloured background. Emblems 
us before but less distinct, probably from poor printing. The large flower 
above cornucopias, resembling a tulip in this and the preceding issues, 
though nearly a circle, has three small points above, is divided by two 
lines like the circles of longitude on a globe, and is slightly shaded below. 
The liberty cap and isthmus originally shaded by diagonal lines, standing 
from right side above to left side below, have the outlines clearly defined 
and even, the outline appearing clear and sharp in those specimens where 
the shading has either run together or disappeared entirely. Supporting 
branches appear white and unshaded on the coloured ground without other 
boundary. In describing these in the former issue we stated that there 
were seven leaves on each branch, arranged in three pairs with one terminal 
leaf. Comparing the two issues more carefully for the purposes of this 
article we find that the lower pair is rather a branch of three leaves, a 
small leaf on the side of the shield, and two larger leaves on the outside 
of the branch, one of which nearly covers the other. This arrangement 
appears very distinctly in this issue in the branch on the right of shield, 
but in the other the small inside leaf is wanting. The lower ends of the 
branches cross, the right overlapping the left and curving slightly, the 
bow being turned up, while the end of the left branch is brought down 
nearly in a straight line towards the lower corner of the right side. The 
leaves are pretty large and flat, though they do not seem to be quite so 
crowded in the space between the shield and frame as in the former issue, 
but it would appear that they would just fill the space within the former 
outlines if placed upon them. Stars above shield, forming as before an 
oval circlet, but stars not so uniform as before. 

Grounp.—This constitutes the leading characteristic of the issue, and in 
shape is easier to picture than describe _It is of solid colour, filling all the 
space inside of the frame between it and the branches and between these 
and the shield, and is continued a little above the shield, terminating on 
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each side about one quarter way up the diagonal of the corners, and 
preserving between nearly the same outline as the top of shield, leaving a 
singular white space above in which are the stars. 

FramMe.—Almost identical with that of the preceding issue, the fine 
inside boundary line being merged with the coloured ground but continued 
above it, the outside coloured line heavier. J'rame measures as before, 
63 x 45 inside, 85 x 65 outside; outside corner diagonal 22, inside 12. 
Corners without frame filled in with a design composed of a central leaf 
like an exclamation point without the pair below and two similar leaves 
on each side but curved outwards. 

Inscription.—Lettering thinner than before but preserving nearly every 
peculiarity of each letter. Value in figures and letters below as before. 
[ find no traces of the stars in any of the values and light traces of lines 
dividing the sheet. 

Vatvurs AND Cotours.—5 cent. yellow, 10 cent. blue, 20 cent. red, 50 
cent. green, 1 peso lilac. 

Varterins.—All values seem to b2 uniformly on a hard rather thin wove 
paper, white. 

Corours.—The colours seem more uniform also in this series. The 
yellow of the 5 is a very effective tint, we should say bordering on an 
orange. The blue of the 10 is duller. The 20 is a bright vermilion red, 
the variations in which seem to be produced by time or other accidental 
circumstances. The 50 a bright emerald green, also noted by Mr. 
Pemberton in deep green, a shade we have never seen, and the peso lilac 
also quoted as vivlet. 

Printinc.-—Some specimens seem to show all the details clearly, but in 
most the shading of the emblems in the shield has disappeared, and the 
stamps appear as if the ink did not adhere well to the stone, and little was 
transferred to the paper. 

DesicN.—The 5 cents is found with the figure in two quite distinct 
shapes, said to alternate in the sheet, so also the 20 and 50 are mentioned 
with two varieties each of the 2 and 4 

This is about all that has been said about these stamps, together with 
what we are able toadd. We proceed to suggest rather than attempt to 
discuss another point of some interest, that of 

Reprints.—Of the previous issue we wrote, ‘no reprints are known ”’ 
that are chronicled, and we might say the same of this now under discussion ; 
but we 3 a word to say on reprints in general, and a surmise to make 
thereafter. A reprint m: ade and issued by the authors of the original, and 
with the original dic, plate, or stone, may serve in its representative 
character to fill the pl we of a rare original temporarily, and without 
assuming to be other than it is in some measure complete the historical 
interest of a collection, but even then it is only as a nearer approximation 
that it is of more value than a well-executed forgery or illustration. But 
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when by a transfer from the die or from the imprint thereof a so-called 
reprint is attempted, whether officially or by irresponsible parties for the 
benefit of collectors, the perpetrator has produced only a counterfeit devoid 
even of the timbronianical apology, that “ it shows the latest state of the 
die,” and whoever attempts to pass it off as an original attempts a foryery. 
Such we venture to surmise is the character of some at least of the many 
fresh-looking unused copies of all values of these two issues so freely 
offered for sale, and which we believe have their origin and birth-place far 
from the home of the originals, and are made in Germany by a process not 
unfamiliar to lithographers, adapted to this object perhaps on the hint 
thrown out by Dr. Magnus in the article on reprints before referred to. 
Should our surmise be unfounded we shall be glad to be reassured. 

Forerries.— We have not noticed any of the many false representatives 
of the stamps of New Granada known to us at much length, for we have 
little faith in printed directions as guides to their detection, but having 
carelessly transcribed a note under this head in our last paper, which mis- 
quoted a specialist in this department of Philately, who mentions in 
reality the 5 and 10 of the 1863 issue, and the 10 and 20 of the 1864, 
as forged, his test for the former being a point after the numeral of value, 
we repeat that later investigation has shown the test to be doubtful at 
least. 

True the forgers have been also busy and have much improved since the 


notice was penned, and we have seen more than one forgery of each of the 
four lower values, all of which we think would differ from our detail in one 
or more points. 


PAPERS FOR PURCHASERS.—NO. |. 
By H. J. R. 


Wnuite pondering what should be the title of these articles on counter- 
feits, 1 wus struck with the fact that it is an extremely uncommon 
circumstance to have a forged stamp given one; indeed, during the whole 
of my fairly long experience I only remember having one counterfeit 
presented me, which, by the way, was an early Trinidad, with figure of 
Britannia ; of course my individual experience may not have been that of 
many collestors, but I feel sure that the majority of amateurs will 
coincide with me on this point, and agree that it is by purchase that 
the vast majority of imitations finds a place in our albums. 

Inder these circumstances, then 1ave called these notes apers 

Under these cire t then, I have called tl notes “ P 
for Purchasers ;” in them I shall endeavour to point out the leading 
differences between genuine impressions of certain stamps, and the value- 
less counterfeits which flood so many collections, especially those of 
beginners: it will not be my aim to describe every forgery, but merely 
those which are most numerous in the market, most dangerous from their 
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close approximation to the originals, and those which are so scarce that 
probably few beginners have seen genuine copies. 

There is one other point I must notice. I have made it a sine gud non with 
the editor that these papers shall not be illustrated by the counterfeits 
themselves; if a magazine has any circulation worth mentioning, it 
would be quite a sufficient inducement to any unprincipled manufacturer 
of forgeries to cut a block of any stamp to order, on the understanding 
that you illustrated your magazine with them; and even if you did not 
thus increase the number of forgeries in the market, yet by purchasing 
copies of those already printed, you will largely increase the sale of trash, 
and foster with your left hand what you are strangling with your right. 

Counterfeits may be divided roughly into two classes, those from the 
Continent, which are, generally speaking, very well done, and have 
deceived many a collector of good experience, and those from Glasgow 
and other towns in the North, which are as a rule execrable imitations, 
and should take in nobody, not even the most credulous schoolboy; 
indeed nothing but actual inspection of many collections could have 
made me believe that even a beginner should have bought such pieces 
of paper for stamps, but the fact remains, people do buy them, and it 
is to add my evidence on the side of truth, and against that of 
deception, that I am doing what has been done so often before in other 
periodicals. 

Just one word of advice to purchasers, who are at the same time 
novices—it is this ; vo toa respectable deal r for the stam ps you r quire, 
one who has a character to lose and a reputation to maintain, and do not 
trust to “picking up” what you want at some little shop where they 
‘sell stamps;’’ perhaps you may pay a penny or twopence a copy for 
some specimens more than at the little place, but remember that you 
probably have several copies to select from, and that you can dé pend on 
what you buy, and show it to your friends with confidence and pride ; 
you may perhaps not get bargains (in the ordinary sense of the word) at 
a respectable dealer’s, but remember that a low-priced article is not 
always cheap, and that it would have been greater wisdom on your 
part to have given 10s. for the Naples cross to a trustworthy dealer, 
than to have paid 2d. for a copy at “that little tobacconist’s,” and 
find when you have carefully mounted it in your album that it is 
absolutely worthless, and that your money has been literally thrown 
away. 

I am afraid that this month there will be only these preliminary 
remarks, and that I must defer till next the commencement of the 
descriptions; as an apology for the length of these observations, I must 
plead the importance of the subject, and I feel sure that all experienced 
amateurs will agree with what I have said. 

Collectors of the so-called “French School” get very few forgeries 
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in their iin their greater knowledge of stamps and their senate 
such as paper, water-marks and perforations, render them to a great 
extent excellent judges, and it is not for such I write, but for those who 
-have not yet seen the advantage, nay, absolute nece ssity, of making the 
collection of stamps what it shdald be, a study and a science, worthy of 
being prosecuted thoroughly. 

It must be a matter of regret to all earnest philatelists that legal 
measures are not easy to take, towards stopping the open and unblushing 
trade that is carried on in counterfeits. I saw but a little time since, 
a whole sheet of labels sent to a friend on approval from Hull, they 
purported to be stamps the value of which would be from sixpence to 
thirty shillings each, but the price asked was three halfpence each ; 
now, if my friend had purchased the whole and obtained a receipt for his 
money from the vendor, would the latter have been liable to imprisonment 
for obtaining money under false pretences? I should think he would; he 
described his goods as postage stamps, which they certainly were not in any 
sense of the word, and on the faith of his representation my friend 
parted with his money: perhaps before long a similar case may come 
before a judicial tribunal, when the result will ‘be a matter of great interest 
and importance to collectors. 

While we are still uncertain as to what would be the result of a prose- 
cution, we cannot be too thankful to the editors of those magazines, who 
so openly expose the dealings of unscrupulous persons, the real benefit 
they confer,on their readers cannot be too highly estimated, now that 
purchasers are made acquainted with the whereabouts of untrustworthy 
vendors, it must be with their eyes open if they are deceived by the pro- 
scribed parties. 


NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


WE are happy to be able to make amends for our scant supply of novelties 
last month by being the first to chronicle an unusually large number this time. 

JaPaN.—Having lately interviewed an intelligent native, we find that 
the values of the new set are precisely the same as the old, but the 
values on the new are written in old style characters, which are more 
generally understood by the natives than those employed on the former 
issue. ‘The values given in our August number were taken from an invoice 
of a consignment of these stamps, sent to our publishers from Japan ; but it 
is very evident that the sender took advantage of different characters 
being used to obtain half as much again as they are worth. 

The colours and values should be— 

4 tempoe, sage green, 2 tempoes vermilion, 


ii eid brown, 6 snd green. 
] - blue. 
The first shade of the 3 tempoe is the only one gummed. 
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Cuit1.—We are, fortunately, able to be first to give coloured illustrations 
of a new issue for this country. Our first 
eut represents the stamp on the new 
post-card, and is evidently copied from 
the impression on the English card. 
The cards are of two values both of the 
same design. 
2 (dos.) centavos brown ; 5 (einco) purple. 
Our second illustration represents the 
design of the new envelope stamp. The 
colours and values are— 
2 (dos.) centavos brown, 10 (diez.) centavos blue, 
5 (cinco) ,, purple, 15 (quince) __,, pink, 
20 (viente) centavos green 


= 
Correos Expaye 


Sratn.—The long expected issue for this country has at length made its 
appearance, and above we give illustrations of three of the types employed, 
the fourth is the same as that used for the 5 and 10 mills de escudo, 1869 
issue, with ComuUNIcs in place of CorrEos, and the value expressed in the 
new money. 

The colours and values are— 

+ cent de peseta, pale blue (unperforated), type 1. 
2 fe purple, 5 cents de peseta, green. 
6 = blue, type 2. 
10 dull violet 
12 " bright violet 
25 a pale brown 
40 ~ pale red brown 
50 by pale green . 
1 (una) peseta, dull violet type ¢ 
t (cuatro) ,, pale red brown 
10 (diez) » pale green 


’” 
” 
” 


” 


” 


or 
5 


The colours are, with the exception of the 2, 5, and 6, exceedingly pale 
and delicate, and from past experience of the Spanish printing office, should 
think that the colours will soon be changed or deepened, as they are now 
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so much alike that fiekjuent mistakes must + Slain: Collectors who are 
particular about shades should — sets immediately. The designs of 


. the $ cent de peseta is almost an exact copy of the 4-4ths Brunswick with 


the inseription changed, and they are arranged on the sheets in sets of four. 
It is unfortunate that the three lowest values are so badly designed and 
exééuted, a8 they spoil the appearance of what otherwise would be a hand- 
some set. 

Mavunrittus.—The 10 pence chronicled by us last month has now made 
its appearance. ‘The design consists of the head of the Queen to left in 
oval, MAURITIUS above, TENPENCE below, in straight lines, ornamental 
spandrels and frame; colour reddish-brown. 

France.—Curiously our French contemporaries have allowed us to be 
the first to announce two new stamps for this country. The 30 and 80 cen- 
times are now coming over printed from engraved plates, which have 
undergone some slight alteration. The inscription above, REPUB. FRANC. 
is composed of smaller and thinner letters than were used for their litho- 
graphed predecessors (Is this ominous, and intended to indicate that 
the Republic is fading away? Where is Gambetta?), and the figures 
of value in the bottom line are enlarged to twice their former size. The 
new comers are perforated. 

TrInIDAD.—Just tov late to swell our last month’s budget we received 
specimens of the one shilling stamp of this island, printed in a rich orang 
It is perforated, but unwatermarked. This is a great improvement, as the 
colours of ‘the 4d. and 1s. were so much alike that it must have caused 
frequent mistakes. 

Mrxico.—As we anticipated, specimens of the current issue of this 
country are being found without the printed backs. M. Moens chronicles a 
6 cent, and doubtless other values will soon make their appearance. 

GREAT Brirain.—We have lately seen an unchronicled variety of the 
penny envelope stamp, surrounded by a violet band, inscribed W. Srock 
and Co., Guass MANUFRS., LEIGH, NR. MANCHESTER. We understand 
there will shortly be a slight alteration in the higher values of the 
adhesives, the corner letters will all be made uniform—that is, the letters 
will all be printed in colour on white ground. 

fcuapor.—The Gazette des Timbres gives an engraving of a newly 
issued stamp for this country, but the thing is so wretchedly done (we 
suppose like the original) that it is almost impossible to decipher it, but it 
appears to be a very rough copy of the Costa Rica stamps. The central 
device is the arms of Ecuador on a shield, surmounted by an eagle, sup- 
ported by flags, with lictorial fasces underneath, PoRTO UN REAL in curved 
line at top, with CoRREOS DEL EcuADOoR on scroll just below, UN REAL on 
straight band below. Colour orange-yellow ; perforated. 

New ZxaLanp.—The Philatelist states that a new series of stamps 
are in preparation for this country of the same value as the current issue. 
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IraLy.—The same authority announces the preparation of post-cards for 
this country. 

Sweven.—A 9 and 17 ore adhesive are announced as forthcoming to 
complete the set, and a 10 ore post-card and envelope are promised on the 
ist of January. 

FinLanv.—A new 8 p. post-card is also announced for this country, with 
inscriptions in three languages. 

Denmark, Holte.—A new local is announced for this town. Value 
in centre inscribed—HoLTE LAND-PosT. 2 sk. green on white, perforated. 

Servia.—The | p. is now printed on thick white paper, and is issued 
unperforated. A new set is expected shortly. 

Jamaica.— We are pleased to chronicle a beautiful new stamp for this 
country, and, as the advertisements say, “its low price places it within the 
reach of all,” for it is only a halfpenny. The design consists of the 
laureated head of Queen Victoria to left in circle, JAMAICA POSTAGE above, 
HALFPENNY below in straight lines. Colour dark red. 

BexMupA is reported to be about to issue a new stamp of the value of 
three pence, 


UNITED STATES LOCAL STAMPS, 
By J. W. Scorr. 


Continued from page 108. 


Barr’s Penny Dispatca in heavy border, type set; small oblong. Black 
on green paper. 

CounTerrett.—This is easily detected from the original, as it is en- 
graved instead of being set up with type. Test.—In the genuine the 
pieces forming the border do not exactly join, each separate piece of 
border showing, whereas in the imitation the border only shows one break, 
which is at the lower right-hand corner. In the genuine the letters in 
DISPATCH are distinct from each other; in the imitation the a and Tr 
and c and u touch. 

ADAMS AND Co.’s Express in curved lines above and below, three- quarter 
face bust to left in oval engine-turned frame, 25 crs. in rayed circles in 
corners, 25 cents in ovals at sides; lined ground; “Entered according 
to Act of Congress in the year 1853, by J. C. Woods, in the Clerk’s office 
of the District Court of the Northern District of California,” in minute 
script letters at sides outside frame. Black i impression on ey paper. 

Similar to last; three-quarter faced bust to right in oval; 25 cents in 
rayed circles in each corner; same inscription outside frame. ” Black im- 
pression on blue paper. Both the above are evidently printed from a copper 
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plate, and as cess appear nia the copy! sights: notice at the sides to have 
been printed in the same year, we are at a loss to account for the issue of 
two stamps so near alike, unless it was the likeness on one was not suffi- 
ciently accurate to please the proprietor. The blue paper one is the rarer 
of the two. 

CounTErFEITs.—These have both been reproduced by the counterfeiter, 
but are not sufficiently well done to require notice. We might give as a 
Test the copyright notice at the sides has been omitted. 

Brown anp Oo.’s above, crry posr at sides in white letters on solid 
curved labels; cenrin straight band below; figure (inscribed Gisson CIN. in 
stuall script letters) in central oval of horizontal lines; diamonds in 
lower corners. Black impression on white paper. 

Isr Counrerrerr.—This isa very fine imitation, and can with diffic sulty 
be distinguished from the original. Zest—Theo in post is flat at the 
bottom, and the diamonds in the lower corners appear to have a dot at the 
top and bottom. In the genuine the o is properly shaped, and the diamonds 
are true. 

2np Counrerrett.—A very poor affair. Test-—The name is omitted 
from the figure, and the lines on the background are very uneven. ‘This 
ought not to deceive anyone. 

Browne anp Co’s aboye, crry post at sides, in white letters on solid 
curved labels; cents below on solid straight band; figure 2 in central 
oval. Black impression on white paper. 

Countrerreit.—Like the first-described counterfeit of the 1 cent, 
showing the same peculiarities of slightly heavier letters, with the word 
CENT or CENts rather smaller than in the original, but still a v ery dan- 
gerous counterfeit. Test.—The balls at the lower ends of the labels inscribed 
“city” and “ post” are an equal distance from the band, bearing the word 
cENTS, and some little distance above. In the genuine the ball under 
“city” is very near the band, and much lower than the one under “ post.” 
The ball at the upper end of “ post” is much larger than the one at the 
upper end of “city.” In the counterfeit they are both the same size. 


To be Continued. 





AUCTION SALE. 


An auction sale of stamps came off on the 3rd of September, at the 
Clinton Hall Sale-rooms, under the direction of Messrs. J. W. Scott and 
Co., and proved a rare opportunity for the few purchasers that attended, as 
the lots were, as a rule, knocked down for about one-tenth or one-hun- 
dredth part of their value ; in fact, there was but one lot in the entire sale 
that realized anything like what it was worth; this was lot 319, the 
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Carrier’s stamp, which brought $77.50. Amongst the many bargains 
may be mentioned lot 263, Browne and Co.’s City Post, 10 cents; lot 38, 
Charleston, adhesive, went for 2.75; lot 239, an original copy of De Ming’s 
local, extremely seurce, 1.50. The American Bank Note Co.'s essays, 
which formed tlie bulk of the sale, brought, on the average, about 5 cents 
each. 
The results of this sale must be rather discouraging to the owners of the 
two fine collections that are to be sold next month, but it is certain to 
wake up collectors to the chance they have of obtaining scarce stamps for 
next to nothing; we have always noticed that even in the sales that 
realized the highe st prices there were many lots that went for very little, 
so we should advise all collectors to make a small bid—say one-h: alf what 
the lot is worth for every stamp they have not got ; and, although they 
can’t expect to obtain many lots this way, they are ce rtain of purchasing a 
few stamps at about half their value. The magnificent collections which 
will be offered for sale at the same rooms on the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 
18th of November, comprise varieties of nearly every known stamp, many 
of them being in the finest possible condition. We shall endeavour next 
month to cz all attention to some of the gems contained in them. 


REVIEWS OF PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS. 

Gazette des Timbres. Paris: Prerre Mane.—This is the new title taken 
by the Timbrophile on resuming publication, and when we add that it is 
edited by Dr. Maenus, its excellence is guaranteed. The first number 
consists of 24 pages, the greater part of which is devoted to a deseription 
of stamps issued during the year. The following number contains 12 
pages and a wrapper, with a very effective frontispiece. Under the title 
of Petite Gazette, Dr. Macnus is writing a series of papers for beginners, 
which will doubtless prove of great benefit to young collectors. A feature 
of the Gazette, that will draw many readers, is its description of Revenue 
and Telegraph Siamps, which are now extensively collected, but very 
imperfectly chronicled. We wish our confrére every success. 

The Stamp Collector’s Magazine. Bath: A. Smrru & Co.—Our publishers 
have evidently committed a deadly sin, in the eyes of this paper, in daring 
to publish an English edition of the JournaL, and it is amusing to 
notice that as its circulation increases, the abuse of it by the other papers 
rises in like ratio, and the more it is endorsed by English stamp 
collectors, the more worthless it becomes in the eyes of its critics. The 
following extracts from their August number, will give our readers some 
idea of their style of argument; quoting from the Preface of the 
“Common Sense Album,” by J. W. Scorr, and an answer of ours to a 
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Correspondent, it compares them, and arrives at the conclusion that 
J. W. Scorr and ALrrep Turner are the same :— 

J. Wavrer Scorr says: “ But few Amateurs collect Locals.” Atrrep Tur- 
NER says: “ Locals are collected by most Amateurs.” The italics are theirs: 
Ergo—*“ They must have been written by the same person.” What value 
can we place on the opinion of a paper that adopts this style of reasoning ? 
We are sorry to see such manifest spite in a paper u usually well conducte ad. 
and with this notice shall leave them for a year to regain their equanimity, 
and get used to seeing the Journal replace the Magaz ine. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE PRIZES. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PRILATELY.” 


Dear Str,—I was early impressed with a proverb that “a bird in the hand is worth two in 
the bush,” and with this on my mind have been talking over the subject of your prize distri 
bution with several collectors, subscribers to the journal, and we concluded t» ask you to 
publish the Journal twice a month without raising the subscription price, instead of giving 
the promised prizes. Receiving the Journal] twice a month would, I think, give more 
satisfaction to the majority of your subscribers, than the chance of obtaining a prize. 

Yours truly, 
Philadelphi-. A. H. I 


{If any number of our readers would prefer to receive twelve extra copies of the Journal 
next year, instead of a prize in stamps, they can write to our publishers, and we have no 
doubt but they would be willing to do anything to please their patrons. —Eb. ] 


CLIPPINGS. 


INTERNAL Revenve Sramps.—The Internal Revenue Bureau is now ready to furnish 
stamps of the denomination of 5,000 dollars for the use of corporations. — Herald. 


THe AppLicaTions FoR Postat Canps.—The Post Office Department will next week 
advertise for proposals for furnishing fifty million postal cards, authorized under the recent 
Act of Congress, with the option of increasing the number to one hundred million. Letters 
are daily received at the department asking when the cards will be ready. New York 
merchants have made application for over two millions, which are to be used as advertising 
cards, Firms in Boston, Providence, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and, 
in fact, all the large cities have similar requests filed, and it is believed that at least one-half 
of the first lot will be immediately disposed of to corporations and business houses, to be used 
as a cheap means of advertising. —Hera/d. 
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NOTES FOR NOVICES. 
IN TWO CHAPTERS. 
By an Ola- Collector. 
CHAPTER I. 


Postrace stamp collecting is a pursuit that has exercised its charm over 
persons of both sexes, and in every class of life, ever since the mania (as 
it was then called) commenced, about 1863. No doubt collecting, as a 
mania, has to a very great extent died out now; but the collection of 
stamps as a science has probably taken a firmer root than ever among 
that class of persons exactly most suited for its propagation. Now that 
gentlemen are to be found willing to travel many miles to attend an 
auction sale, or to inspect-a choice assortment of stamps, and who are 
eager to give from two to seven pounds for a great rarity which they do 
not already possess, one has no right to complain of the decline of 
Philately, at least considered as a science, and not as merely the frivolous 
whim of schoolboys. I fancy that, could accurate statistics be obtained, 


the money spent on stamps would contrast favourably with that expended 
on coins, taking, of course, into consideration the comparatively recent 
establishment of the postal system. 


In these papers there will, of course, be found much that has appeared 
elsewhere—the experience of many years must necessarily cause the same 
conclusions to old collectors ; but I hope to be able, from time to time, to 
supply hints of my own that may be found to be acceptable and useful to 
the class for whom I write. 

When a person makes up his mind to “collect stamps,”’ the first thing 
he wants isan Album. Now before he settles which of the many published 
ones he shall purchase, he must determine what kind of stamps he intends 
to collect; if postage and revenue stamps, then perhaps Lallier’s is the 
best, though it provides spaces for only a few fiscals in proportion to those 
issued ; if postage stamps only (as I should strongly advise) then by all 
means let him buy the “Common Sense Album.” In it he will not be 
bothered by intricate variations of shade and perforation, nor be compelled 
to purchase three or four copies of the same stamp because places are 
allotted to them in his album—not but what these are capital to possess, 
and he will want them bye-and-bye, but I contend that if a collector has 
not got beyond the stage of a printed album, these varieties are out of 
place i in his collection. It is of far more importance to him that he should 
have a large number of totally different stamps, and thus become 
acquainted with a great variety of issues, series, and designs, than that 
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he should have an intimate knowledge of some particular country with 
all the phases of its starups; by thus getting many different specimens 
he will soon be able to make a good show, and thus gratify the eyes both 
of himself and his friends. This object is of course a minor one, but at 
this period of his pursuit it will be found not so unimportant as it will 
afterwards appear. 

Having settled the question of his album, the “ young” collector will 
find money to be a great desiderata ; supposing him to possess a moderate 
amount available for. his hobby, let us just consider how he may best 
lay it out 

Never mind what people say about securing new issues as soon as you 
get the chance. Do nothing of the kind ; in nine cases out of ten you will 
have to pay dearly for early specimens of a new series, and they get 
common after a short time; besides, by waiting a little, you may get 
used copies given you by friends who have foreign correspondence, and 
these are frequently more valuable in after years than uncancelled copies. 
Expend your money in o/d stamps, it is an exceptional circumstance for 
these to get more plentiful, so if you have but five shillings to lay out, 
buy stamps that are “out of use ;” these will never be cheaper, and a delay 
of a few months may double their prices. Granted that unused copies of a 
new issue look very pretty, but in this instance sacrifice beauty to ex- 
pedience ; you will never regret it. 


The adyice that appeared in the last number of this journal, to go to 
a respectable dealer for your specimens, may be repeated here; by so 
coing, you will spare yourself much after disappointment and trouble, for 
it is a wearisome and disagreeable employment to have to weed. one’s album 
of forgeries and substitute genuine copies. 


The best plan for a novice to adopt, in the first place, for the mounting 
of his specimens, is the same as he must employ when he has attained 
maturity in the science. By all means let him use strips of tissue paper, 
gummed on one side, and bent back, one side of the strip adhering to the 
top of the stamp, the other to the page of the album; by using this 
method, he will become expert in its practice, and see its many advantages— 
he will find that this plan gives him free access to both sides of his stamp, 
for the examination of texture of paper, water-mark, &c., that he can 
easily replace an inferior for a better copy, and that by carrying a few 
strips of ready gummed paper in his pocket-book, he has at all times 
the means at hand for mounting his stamps, without the necessity of 
preparing gum, or mixing paste. It is, I think, almost needless to inform 
him that all foreign matter should be removed from the back of the 
stamps, should any be present. 


A word or two about “locals” may be useful: let the beginner have 
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nothing at all to do with the so-called Hamburg locals, they are at the 
very best but extremely suspicious characters ; it is doubtful if any were 
ever in use, no cancelled copies being in existence to my knowledge. 

The United States locals he had also better abjure for the present,— 
not but what tliese are quite the reverse of the Hamburg swindles, these 
being of undoubted respectability and authenticity ; but from their great 
rarity in a genuine original state, it is better that he should leave this 
branch of Philately to a future time. The packets that are sold bearing 
the title of “United States Locals” are mere rubbish, and in many 
cases bear not the slightest resemblance to the originals; in addition to 
these facts it may be as well to inform the beginner that there are not 
a dozen really good judges of American locals in England, so that it is 
most probable that the friendly counsel of an expert in this department 
will not be available for his guidance. 


CHAPTER II. 
Tue Scrence or PHILaTe.y. 


We will now suppose the collector to have arrived at such a stage that he 
discovers what the collection of stamps should be; he will find that 
Philately does not mean merely the acquisition of a number of pieces of 
paper of different colours and designs, and issued by varying countries and 
towns, sticking them into an album, and then gloating over the large 
number he pussesses, but that it implies a careful and accurate study of 
the posta] labels of all nations, in al/ their phases and varielies—he will 
probably be led to this conclusion in some such way as the following :— 
He will come across (let us say for example) a 2d. stamp of New Zealand, 

printed on an extremely thin kind of paper, and perforated in an irregular 
manner, on turning to his album to affix it in its proper place, he will find 
no compartment allotted to it; then it will be, that he will come to a know- 
ledge of his own imperfection in the art of collecting, he will find that the 
interest, because the science, of the pursuit is yet before him, and that what 
he has already accomplished is but the apprenticeship, as it were, to the 
science of PI uilately : : he has the foundation, in his collection, of a knowledge 
of the art, but it is merely as the basis of his future efforts that it will be 
of service to him. I write this, of course, with the supposition that he 
intends to prosecute his hobby thoroughly. 


To show the vast importance of complete investigation and classification, 
let us just consider what would be thought of a numismatist who resolutely 
refused to look at the reverse and rims of his coins, and persisted i in re- 
garding merely the obverse, and taking that portion solely into considera- 
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tion—every one would say that he did not know rr, he was about, that 
he was not a numismatist in any sense of the word, but merely an accu- 
mulator of round pieces of metal—but where is the difference between the 
vase of such a man as we have supposed and that of a collector who only 
looks at the design on the face of his stamps ? None; the sciences of 
Numismatics and ‘Philately are sisters, both coins and stamps have backs 
and edges as well as fronts, and all parts of both require, and will well 
repay, the study of their voturies. 

Again, let us look at the inc onsistency of those who advocate the design 
and colour —and the design and colour only —of stamps ; they take into their 
collections, you will find, the first issue of New Zealand, on blue paper ; 
but they take no notice of the difference in the two subsequent issues, one 
on thick paper, — the other on pelure. How can the *y expluin this ? the 

variety in either case is only in the paper, but one they accept and the 
other they reject ! They also fre quently put into their albums two copies 
of a stamp printed in different shades of colour, s say a light and dark blue, 
though the cause of the discre pancy in colour may be merely the result of 
acc ‘dent, while if the stamp was issued first unwatermarked, and after the 
lapse of years, with a watermark, the distinction, and consequently one 
issue, is totally ignored. 


To study the science as recommended above, it will be absolutely neces- 
sary to procure a blank book for the specimens, no trammels of squares, 
spaces and ornament will then be laid upon the collector, but he will be at 
liberty fo accept what he likes, this means, of course, what he can get or 
afford, for he will wané everything, and here consists one of the great 
charms of the pursuit, such a thing as completeness is unattainable, conse- 
quently there is always something to do, something to look forward to, and 
something to seek. 

Having obtained his book according to his taste, he will proceed to 
transfer his stamps from his printed album; if he has followed the mode 
recommended in the first chapter, he will have but little trouble, if he has 
not, he will, I am sure, see by the trouble he has entailed upon himself, 
that he must do so now—besides he will have seen that it is absolutely 
necessary for the proper examination of the stamps; by the way, if he 
makes the little strip of gummed paper by which he fastens the stamp to 
the page a little shorter than the width of the stamp he will be able to 
count and examine perforations with greater facility. 

I will now proceed to illustrate by an example or two the immeasurable 
advantages which accrue to the collector who makes his hobby a science, 
this I shall do under the different heads of the peculiarities so often neglee ted, 
namely, Paper, Perforation, and Watermark ; shades of colour I leave out, 
these must be accepted with great caution, and their recognition is frequently 
much abused. 
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Parer. 


This is a very important item in a stamp, and deserves much closer study 
than is generally bestowed upon it; if collectors paid more attention to it 
they would frequently be spared the annoyance of buying a reprint for an 
original—for instance, the stamps of Reunion, these were printed on a 
paper slightly glazed on its surface, the reprints are on perfectly plain 
paper, but as nearly as possible the colour of the originals, the ditterence 
here is only in the paper, but an original would be cheap for £5, a reprint 
can be bought for 7s. Gd. 


PERFORATION, 


A knowledge and examination of the different styles of perforation that 
have been em] th §, at various times, will be found of the greatest use to 
the student- hg possessing this information he will be able, for instance, to 
arrange his Victorian and New Zealand stamps properly, in these two 
countries’ emissions, some very curious modes of the division of stamps 
occur, and he will find his trouble well ré paid, he will also be able to detect 
the difference between the original issue of Austria, 1861-2, and the three 
values of the same series that were never issued to the public, and were 


perforated in a different manner. I must not omit to mention under this 
head the curiously “ La Susse” perforated issue of France, these rarities 
will be appreciated by the careful student. 


W ATERMARK, 


Here again is an essential to the “ complete Philatelist,” he must know 
a little about this, perhaps the most neglected of all items, if he learns a 
little, he will soon want to know more, by its knowledge he will be compe- 
tent to separate his New Zeuland issues into those watermarked with the 
letters N. Z., and those watermarked with a star; moreover, he will- find 
in some of the colonial issues, that the sole difference between them 
consists in their wate rmark, and he will surely not neglect a whele series 
of stamps, because the peculiarity is at the back of them, instead of the 
front. 


I had intended to have said a few words about that knotty point, the 
collection of envelopes, but have no space; I would, however, advise if only 
one set is kept, that they be collected cuf, in saying this, | am aware that 
the advice is open to much criticism, but nevertheless, entire envelopes are 
unmanageable, and in some cases unwieldy things, while cut specimens 
(cut square of course) can be put with the adhesives, and will, besides 
rendering compactness attainable, present in that state much scope for 


study. 
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NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS. 


We have much pleasure in presenting our readers with illustrations of 
the new halfpenny stamp of Jamaica and the tenpenny stamp of Mauritius, 
both of which were described in last month’s number. It is worthy of 
note that the old and rather dull-looking type for the latter country is 
departed from in this, its last emission, and that Jamaica in issuing a 
stamp of such a low value has followed the example of its mother-country 
and also of Ceylon, 


wives | 
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We also give engravings of the new type that has been adopted for 
Cuba and the Philippine Islands. It will be noticed that the distinction 
between the stamps issued for the Spanish colonies is more definitely 
depicted in this than.in former issues—the letter C four times repeated 
sufficienfiy designating the set for Cuba, and the word “ Filipinas’”’ 
appearing in bold letters on the stamps for Luzon, &c. ; the head is also 
turned to the left for Cuba, and to the right for the Philippines. 

Mavnririvs.—Envelopes, the values of which are 10d. and Is. 8d., are 
reported as being nearly ready for this country; the latter value is one that 
has never yet appeared on any stamp, we believe. 


Romania.—The most important item this month in the way of new 
issues is a new set for Roumania. The only values which have yet reached 
us are the 

5 Bani, light yellow brown, 
10 ,, blue, 
25 4, orange, 
50 ,, light carmine; 


but we presume the other denominations of value will soon be forth- 
coming. 


The design of the new series consists of the king’s head in a circle, the 
word “Romania” in a straight line on the top of the stamp, and denomi- 
nation of value at the bottom, small Greek border at the sides. We may 
mention that the stamps resemble much those of Norway, and that the 
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king’s head is bearded as in the last issue; the name of the issuing country 
is also spelt differently from the usual manner, the U being omitted; the 
stamps are printed on thin paper and perforated. 


Persta.—Another important announcement we have to make, on the 
authority of our contemporaries, is that a set of stamps has actually been 
issued by the Persian government, and that of the same type as the essays 
which appeared some seven years ago. Should this information prove 
correct, we shall have rather a fine set of stamps to add to our albums, for 
the design is a striking one, and far superior to many that are of recent 
origin. We presume that unused copies will be the rule, and cancelled 
specimens the exception, as the correspondence between this country and 
Persia is comparatively trifling. 


Avsrria.—This country has followed our own example, and issued a 
newspaper band; in design it resembles that of Switzerland, having a 
stripe along its edge of the same colour as the stamp; the latter is simply 
an impression from the die of the 2 kr. in orange-yellow. 


Sourn AvstratiA.—The 9d. stamp for this colony has come over printed 
in reddish lilac, a very great improvement on the old ineffective colour. 


GERMAN Empirne.—TZhe Philatelist reports two new values for this 


country, 2$ groschen brown, and 9 kreuzer brown, both to be issued on 


November 1. 


PAPERS FOR PURCHASERS.—No. 2. 
By H. J. R. 


Tontan Istanps.—The originals of these stamps are very beautiful 
specimens of engraving ; the rarity of used copies may be here commented 
upon: indeed, the writer has only seen two examples; even unused 
specimens are now getting uncommon, so that. there is all the greater 
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need of caution on the part of purchasers. In genuine copies the letter- 
ing is compact, aud not disproportionately large, the shading on the lower 
part of the garter encircling the profile gradually gets finer, ‘till lost in the 
upper part, the finely drawn chein border round the entire stamp is plainly 

visible, and every line of shading on the impression is beaut*fully clear 
and distinct. In the for gery the ‘lettering i is larger, and so appears closer 
together than in the genuine, the shading in the bottom part of the garter 
is very coarse, and ends abruptly towards the upper part; cndead. so 
coarse is it, that the three dots on the right hand side show scarcely at all 
in the counterfeit, instead of standing out sharply as in the genuine. The 
chain border, also, is hardly visible, being nearly lost in the confused mass 
of shading in the groundwork. Notw ithstanding these prominent differences, 
the forgery is a good one, and would deceive many; both the genuine and 
counterfeits are from the same die for all the values. I have only to add 
that the forgeries are generally obliterated; the rarity of genuine used 
copies has been already noticed. 


Honpvuras, 2 reals, rose.—At one time serious doubts were entertained 
as to the authenticity of this stamp, owing to the fact that none but pen- 
obliterated copies could be procured for a long time; now, however, no 
such stigma rests upon the issue, regularly post-marked copies being not 
very uncommon. In genuine specimens, the lines forming the ground 
outside the central oval are very close together; the rays descending froim 
the cap of liberty in the middle of the pyramid are beautifully done, and 
leave no clearly defined white space in the centre of them ; the lettering is 
small, and in the words “ Correos de Honduras,” is of an uniform size, and 
there are two five-pointed stars above the words “ Dos Reales,” one on 
each side. In the counterfeits, the lines composing the ground are wider 
apart than in the autotypes, the rays from the cap of ‘liberty are very 
badly executed, leaving a nasty white space in their centre ; ‘the middie 
letters in the inscription, “‘ Correos de Honduras,” are larger than those 
at the beginning and end of the same, the whole of this inscription is also 
composed of larger letters than in the genuine ; and, lastly, the five-rayed 
star on each side, above denomination of value, is altogether omitted ; this, 
of course, is a prominent and decisive test. 


Baven, first issue, 1 kr., buff—This is a very fair counterfeit indeed, 
but it may be distinguished from the original by the comparative coarse- 
ness of the circular -patterned background, and by the whole of the letter- 
ing being of a rather heavier type than in the genuine ; the stroke at the 
top of the central numeral I is also much thicker in the forgery than in 
the original. 


Baven, | kr., black.—This forgery is from a different die to that of the 
1 kr., buff, the stroke at the top of the central figure projects far too much 
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to the right ; in genuine copies the projection on the right hand side of 
the figure is scarcely to be noticed, while in the counterfeit it is very pro- 
minent. The three points into which the bottom of the numeral is divided 
in genuine specimens are scarcely distinguishable in the forgeries, the 
bottom of the figure being nearly level. 


Avsrria.—Newspaper stamps, head of Mercury, yellow and rose.—The 
old test for these stamps, namely, a comparison with the common blue 
Mercury, is now hardly necessary, reprints of the other colours having 
become very common ; however, for the benefit of those who have neither 
the reprints nor the blue one, I may just mention that in genuine copies 
the bottom of the tunic ends beyond the first letter of the word “ stampel ;” 
in the counterfeits, it finishes between the first and second letters of that 
word. ‘The forgeries are also generally met with used; obliterated genuine 
copies are amongst the very rarest of stamps, reprints being the only 
obtainable specimens. Beginners may therefore make sure that any 
Mercuries in these colours offered to them at a low rate are either reprints 
or forgeries ; if cancelled, certainly the latter. 


Hanover, half-groschen, crown, and bugle horn.—This is one of the 
most deceptive counterfeits I know ; perhaps the most easy test is, that in 
the genuine the mouth-piece of the horn is separated from the central 
curve, very much farther down than in the forgery; in the latter these 
two parts join close to the top. The shading on the counterfeit is too 
heavy, and there is too much of it. The period which is placed as a finish 
to the curve at the top left-hand corner of the stamp, is situated exactly in 
the middle of the curve in the forgery, and a little to the left in the 
genuine; the paper also on which the stamp is printed is thinner in the 
counterfeit than in the original. 


Hanover, three pfennige, green, unperforated.—The original of this 
stamp is not at all clearly executed, which has given the forgers.an ex- 
cellent opportunity ; as might be expected, they have availed themselves 
of it, and have produced a capital imitation. The lettering in the 
counterfeit is too small, and does not nearly reach to the top and bottom 
of the space allotted to it, in the genuine it nearly fills it; this relates to 
the upper inscription. The crown in the forgery bulges out too far on 
sach side; in the original, though not very distinct, it is well shaped ; there 
are also many more lines in the background of the original than in the 
imitation. ‘To detect many of the differences both of this and the last 
counterfeit described, comparison with an undoubtedly genuine copy will 
be necessary, but as the originals are not scarce, this will be an easy matter ; 
let me recommend this being done before either of these stamps are 
admitted into the album of a beginner. Both stamps are found genuine, 
perforated and unperforated, but I have not seen any counterfeits perforated. 
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HOW THINGS ARE MANAGED IN ENGLAND. 


A sHorr time since, a letter arrived at a business house, bearing a penny 
stamp, under half-an-ounce in weight, and surcharged with the words 
“illegal stamp,” “to pay 2d.” 

The explanation is this. The sender of the missive had evidently spoilt 
an envelope bearing an impressed penny stamp, and with a view of saving 
his penny had cut out the stamp and stuck it on an ordinary envelope ; the 
stamp itself had been struck on a blue envelope, and it was also a blue 
envelope to which it had been transferred, so it must have require’ a keen 
eye to detect it. 

What can be the reason why a so-called Liberal Government makes such 
illiberal rules for its customers? It would be, I should think, not much 
more than a fair average to suppose that an ordinary correspondent would 
mis-direct, spoil, or otherwise render unusable, one envelope out of twenty- 
four. Now, the purchaser of a packet of stamped envelopes having paid, 
and that in advance, mind, for the privilege of sending two dozen letters 
free, is it possible that the Post Office authorities can really mean to fine a 
customer a penny for spoiling one, and thus repudiate a part of their 
bargain? It is true that on two days of the week certain hours are set 
apart at that ‘‘circumlocution office,’ Somerset House, for the exchange 
of spoilt stantps ; but the attending there involves at least the loss of an 
hour ; nobody, of course, would thus sacrifice time for the sake of a few 
pence. 

A short time since, the Postmaster General made known that it was the 
desire of the department that stamped envelopes should be put into more 
general use; if the penalties attending their adoption are so heavy, who 
van wonder that such a notice was necessary ? As the stamps on /etters 
are invariably obliterated here, there could be no possible risk of a second 
service being made of the same stamp. In Switzerland, where they do not 
cancel the envelopes, the case, of course, would be different; but in England, 
such a rule is one that no private business would find its customers 
tolerate: why then should a government monopoly impose it? Such 
restrictions should be considered beneath a well-paying, and in many 
respects well-managed, public department. 
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REVIEWS OF PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS. 


The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine.—The editor of this monthly endeavours 
to get himself out of his illogical conclusion by giving us some advice ; 
we are very thankful for it. At the same time, he kindly says that not- 
withstanding all, he will impartially judge our journal. As he is evidently 
in his own opinion well qualified for this office, we are highly gratified with 
the favourable notice he has, “on this occasion only,” as playbills say, 
vouchsafed us. We will now proceed to talk about his magazine. The 
principal article is again the ‘“ Notes for Collectors,” by a Parisian 
collector; they are as good as usual, and are really capital reading, 
forming a good supplement to Mr. O. Taylor’s “ rudimentary” articles. 
The latter are continued in this month’s number; in them he treats of the 
stamps of France, but the article contains, to use the Sfamp Collectors’ 
Magazine’s own phrase, “ absolutely no new information.” 

The Parisian collector also discusses in the present number ‘The Early 
Stamps of Moldavia” very learnedly ; bat, after all, Mr. Taylor has done 
pretty much the same before him. The article is however, worth perusal. 
The Philatelical Journal_—The October number of this magazine has not 


yet been issued, in consequence, we understand, of the illness of the editor. 
We wish him a speedy recovery. 


The Philatelist.—In this month’s number of the above, the ‘Spud 
Papers” are continued, and the list of telegraph stamps; the only other 


article worthy of notice is one reprinted from the Stamp Collector ” Maga- 
zine. 


CORRESPONDENCE . 

WE HAVE RECEIVED A LARGE NUMBER OF LETTERS FROM 
DIFFERENT CORRESPOND! NTS ASKING US TO JSSUE OUR JOURNAL 
ONCE A FORTNIGHT ; WE BEG TO ASSURE THEM THAT THEIR 
REQUEST SHALL HAVE OUR BEST CONSIDERATION, AND TO 
THANK THEM FOR THE INTEREST IN OUR SUCCESS THEY HAVE 
THUS EVINCED. WE MUST, HOWEVER, DEFER UNTIL NEXT 


MONTH, ANY ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE SUBJECT. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


B. G., Brrmincuam.—The provisional stamps of British Guiana are 
perfectly genuine, and are moreover rarities. The copies offered in some 
dealers’ catalogues are, of course, not genuine. The prices asked, at once 
deny the fact; a copy of the commonest of them—the yellow with pearl 

. 4. 3 
border, fetched 12s. at the auction sale in London. 

P. R., Lonpon.— We thank you for your recommendation, but are sorry 
that we are not able to act upon it at present. We will consider the 
matter again in a short time. 

Inqurrer.—The rarest New Zealand stamp is the 2d., on pelure paper, 
perforated. A fine copy is worth from 7s. to 10s. 

Susscrizer, Norwicu.—We cannot give you here a list of all the 
varieties of the Guadalajara stamps, it would occupy too much space ; if, as 
you imagine, you have not got all, you may inquire of our publishers. 

Cotiector.—The Indian stamps surcharged with the word “Service ” 
in small letters, are scarcer than those with the same word in large 
characters. Unused copies are rather valuable. 

C. N., Oxrorp.—We have arranged with several competent authorities, 
for a series of. articles in this journal, for the new year. We have no 
doubt that your expectations will be realized. 


CLIPPINGS. 


Inpia.— The Indian Times of Sept. 6, states that 1,400 forgeries of 
Indian stamps have been seized by the police; but does not mention of 
what denomination the said stamps were.—Philatelis¢. 


Great Brirain.—Curious address on a letter—We came across the 
following whimsical address the other day in an old book :— 


“Fly, postman! with the letter run 
T'o Carter, baker, Edmonton, 

To Nancy Carter, there convey it; 
This is the charge, with speed obey it. 
Remember, my blade, 
That the postage is paid.” 
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HOW | FOUND LIVINGSTON! 
By a Specta, ComMIssioner. 
(De licated to our Sceptical Contemporaries.) 
Now, if any readers imagine-from the above heading that I am going to 
give them an epitome of the search after the great African traveller, they 
are altogether mistuken; I have discovered a Livingston for myself, and 
am going to tell them how it came about. 

I am the “ special” of that great and vast undertaking, the “ Boston and 
all-the-world Philatelic Reporter.” My chief, the proprietor of that 
celebrated magazine, is a man whom to know is to venerate; he is one to 
whom it would be impossible to say “ No;” in fact, I never knew it tried ; 
he seems to have been called into existence for the purpose of commanding, 
and of making the “ Boston and all-the-world Philatelic Reporter” the 
only stamp magazine worth mentioning in the universe. I was staying in 
Montreal, trying to fish out for the benefit of British philatelists (who never 
know anything till told by American papers) the truth about the 12d. 
Canada—as to whether it ever was issued to the public—when I received a 
telegram from my chief. The words were simply these, “Come to Boston at 
once, I have important work for you.” Of course I was astonished ; but I 
went—I should have gone had it been 3,000 miles. I merely stayed to 
pay my hotel biil, and pack up my portmanteau. A few hours saw me 
ringing at the bell of the private residence of the great proprietor. 1 was 
admitted, and announced to the chief. He was at that moment solving the 
great problem of how many plates of the 1d. and 2d. Sydneys were engraved 
(a question which no vne in Great Britain is at all competent to handle) ; but 
when I entered he put his specimens and papers aside. “I have just re- 
ceived information that a provisional stamp was issued for the town of 
Livingston in Sumter County. I want you to go there at once, and obtain 
an authentic copy,” he said. I had been pretty well used to all kinds of 
strange orders and instructions, but I must confess that this staggered. me. 
At last I said, “ But, my dear sir, are you aware of the great cost of such 
an undertaking ? Do you know that you are sending me amongst people 
that I know nothing of, and that I have not a single friend there to even 
answer an inquiry?” “ What will it cost?” he asked. I replied, “ Really 
it is impossible to say ; hundreds of dollars have been spent in searching 
after Confederate Provisionals with but little result,—I should think 
500 dollars at least.” ‘I will give you a draft for that amount at once,”’ 
he said; “when you have spent that, draw upon me for another 500, and 
after that, another, if necessary ; only,—find me a Livingston. I am deter- 
mined that the world shall know everything concerning stamps from the 
* Boston and all-the-world Philatelic Reporter,” on/y, and especially that we 
shall be the discoverers of the Livingston.” 

Of course I started that day. One of the greatest difficulties I had was 
to keep my mission secret. It is not easy to prosecute inquiries in a place 
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containing only 1,800 inhabitants without everyone becoming acquainted 
with one’s s object. This would not have done, or rivals would have been in 
the field. 

I shall be obliged to pass over the endless adventures I went through ; 
the painful, because resultless, interviews I had with so many people ; how 
I searched the copy-books of schoolboys, the albums of the wealthy, and 
the premises (by special permission) of the Post-office, without finding a 
trace of a copy ; the more futile my efforts seemed to be, the more arde nt 
became my search. 

At last illness overtook me, which laid me up for weeks, during which 
time I am afraid delirium must have let my secret out, for when I recove red 
I had no need to go searching for Livingston. The hotel I stopped at 
was constantly infested by callers upon me, from the merchant to the shoe- 
black, who wished to show me a stamp, as they had heard I wished to buy one. 
I think I may say, that I religiously examined everyone offered me, but it is 
almost superfluous to remark that there was not one Livingston among them. 

One night a boy was admitted, who said that he had a stamp to show me. 
I languidly asked him to bring it to me. He did so; to my disgust it was 
at once apparent that it was only a blue United States newspaper stamp. 
From mere foree of habit I examined it, and, turning it over, saw that it 
had been mended. On looking again at the face, I found that the paper it 
had been repaired w:th was blue on one side only; a minute or two more 
and I had found my Livingston ; it had actually been used to mend a com- 
mon newspiper label. 

By the first train the next day I was whirled back to Boston. How full 
particulars were announced of the discovery, in a special edition of the 
“« Boston and all-the- world Philatelic Reporter,” and how I was féted and 
lionized by the Philatelic world, is known to everyone. My mission is 
accomplished ; I have found Livingston, and the reputation is for ever 
established of the “ Boston and all-the-world Philatelic Reporter” and i 
enterprising proprietor. 

(Who will say another word against Confederate Provisionals ?—En.) 


PAPERS FOR PURCHASERS.—NO. 3. 
By H. J. R. 


Mexico, 1866, Head of Maximilian to left.—I suppose that these 
counterfeits are intended to do duty for the lithographed issue. They 
are really not very badly done, but still would not deceive experienced 
collectors. They have rather a “ washy ” appearance ; the postmarks, 
too are unnatural, sometimes consisting of a series of dote, similar to that 
on some of the early Philippines and “Italians ; the paper, also, is of a 
thicker texture than in the originals. The following are the leading 
differences in the impression :-— 

13 Crenravos, blue.—The colour of the forgeries is a very light blue 
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indeed, lighter than it is possible to find in genuine copies ; the two 
figures composing the number 13 are much too fur apart—in the originals 
they nearly touch; this is especially noticeable on the right hand side. 
The lettering on the counterfeits is very uneven, being smaller on the top 
of the stamp ) than elsewhere ; in origin: ils it is of the same size throughout. 
It may be noticed, also, that no name is surcharged on the counterfeits ; a 
lithographed original without a surcharge is a great rarity. All the 
counterfeits I have seen of this series are from the same die, so this value 
will serve as a guide to the whole. The 50 centavos green counterfeit is 
printed pretty nearly in the correct colour. 

Mexico, 1868, Portrait of Juarez, 100 Cents, brown.—The colour of 
this stamp is a very good imitation, but the execution is poor; the lines 
composing the background of the forgery are too coarse and too far apart ; 
in genuine copies they are fine, and close together. The word cents in 
the forgeries is printed in characters which are too thick, the whole execu- 
tion of the counterfeit is too coarse, and the huir above the left ear of the 
portrait is badly done. The nose is too sharp, and the corner ornaments 
are blotchy and unfinished. These counterfeits, like the last, are not 
surcharged with date or name of town, nor do any that I have seen show 
traces of perforation of any kind. 

Mexico, 1872.—The miserable people who trade on the ignorance of 
collectors have already imitated this series; and as many collectors have 
not obtained original copies yet, doubtless with great profit to the imita- 
tors. I have three colours before me,—violet, green, and yellow. Badly 
as the originals are executed, the forgers have shown us that there is no 
bad without a worse. The difference that strikes one at first sight is, that 
the counterfeits are much too clear, and sharply cut, the head is destitute 
of hair, except on its extreme edge, and the whole stamp is of a nasty 
‘whitey ” description. The little ornament on each side of the bottom 
inscription (Mexico) consists in genuine copies of two complete circular 
devices ; in the counterfeits it is shown as one and a part of one. The 
paper of the forgeries is thinner than that of the originals, and the water- 
mark (if such it may be called) is imitated to perfection. The postmark, 
however, would betray the imitations; it is very rough, and not a bit like 
that found on genuine copies. No surcharges of any kind are found on 
these forgeries; they are all from the same die. 

Luzon, 1854-5, 10 ¢, carmine.—This is one of the forgeries of 
scarce stamps, which perhaps few beginners have seen genuine copies 
of. The originals themselves are coarsely executed lithographs, and the 
forgeries are about as well impressed. As regards colour, the counterfeits 
have not been very successful, the hue of the stamp under consideration 
being nearer orange than carmine. Some of the leading differences are 
these: the Y in the top inscription in the counterfeit touches the bottom 
line, in the genuine it does not. The groundwork at the back of the bust 
in genuine copies is formed of well-defined lines, in the imitations it is 








140. Tue American JouRNAL OF PHILATELY. [ December, 
quite solid, The sdidiien of the bust in the originals is rounded off on the 
right hand side, in the forgeries it is square. The tiara on the queen's 
head in genuine stamps goes straight across, in the counterfeits it is 
perceptibly curved upwards. I think these discrepancies will make 
detection easy. 

Nova Scorta, One Penny, brown.—The original of this stamp is a 
beautifully executed engraving ; the forgery is an ill-conditioned lithograph. 
The colour of the paper is a very dark blue, instead of rich and clear as 
the original. The whole of. the lettering is much too large, and not at all 
clear; the groundwork is solid, and shows no sign of the beautiful engine- 
turning of the original. The earrings of the queen are represented by 
merely a white stroke, instead of being clear and thick as in the genuine; 
and lastly , some of the corner numerals touch their enclosing lines: in the 
genuine they are placed in the centre of the square. 

NEWFOUNDLAND, 13 Cents, orange.—In this counterfeit, which is of 
coarse execution, the clouds at the back of the ship consist of a mere blotch 
of colour, instead of the beautiful shading of the original; the numeral of 

value at each side of the stamp is too tall, and very badly ‘shaped, the per- 
foration is quite a farce, and the whole affair is so rough that no further 
description is necessary. ‘This counterfeit hails from the North. 


THE NEW POSTAL BLUE BOOK. 


THE marvellogs chronicles of the postal year of 1871, are summarized in 
twenty-two pages of this official volume, the rest of the book being made 
up of statistics. 

Some of the more interesting details we append for the enlightenment of 
our readers, who must, of course, take a deep interest in all that appertains 
to their favourite pursuit. 

The Postmaster-General tells us that, during last year, the separate 
transactions which his department effected for and with the public at home 
and abroad, amounted to upwards of 1,216,700,000 ; that is to say, averag- 
ing these prodigious figures with the last census of the popul ition, 38 
missives passed through ‘the Post Office to ev ery human being (including 
babies) in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland. missives 
consisting of letters proper, postal cards, book packets, newspapers, money 
orders, or telegrams ; the actual figures are as follows :— 

Letters 1... .ccccesssoccceces 915,000,000 
Postal catde.s.-ccce¢sccsece 75,000,000 
Book packets ..see+-+.eeee+ 103,000,000 
Newspapers eoecse... ee ceeee $9,000,000 
Money orders ...-eesesesees 12,000,000 
Telegrams .c..ccse.seccese 12,700,000 


1,216,700,000 
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The number of letters which year after year, find their way to the Missing 
Letter Department, opens a curious field for study. So long as people make 
mistakes in addressing their correspondence, write anonymously, or violate 
some plain postal regulation, which violation renders delivery iinpossible, so 
long there will be ample work for this department; we fear this will be for 
ever. During 1871, 15,000 letters were posted without any address whatever, 
many of them containing coin, bank notes, or cash in some form or other, 
50,000 postage stamps, and 11,000 articles of value were fuond loose in 
different letter-boxes throughout the country. 

Several strange consignments were made—live silkworms, tortoises, 
mice, &c. Perhaps the strangest of these was a live snake, which a natu- 
ralist was much surprised and vexed to find that the Post Office declined to 
carry for him. 

The Postmaster-General in his budget is not content with epee omizing 
what he has himself accomplished in the past year, but gives the public 
advice as to what he wishes they would do in time to come, and some of 
his recommendations are very sensible. He exhorts us all to have letter- 
boxes put to our doors, and thus to facilitate the even flow of letters, and 
render the letter-carriers’ work lighter ; he again calls our attention to the 
rule that letters containing .valuable property must be registered, and 
advises us to send money by post office order, us being safer, and affording 
no clue on the outside of the letter to its contents, as stamps in any number 
always do. 

He also telis us, while admitting that his department is sometimes in 
error, that it is the writer’s own fault, in nearly every case, that his 
correspondence does not reach its proper destination, when such an event 
happens ; and to show how persevering and ardent are the efforts of the 
Post Office to deliver everything entrusted to it, informs us that of the 
15,000 letters above alluded to, as reaching the Missing Letter Department, 
nine-tenths eventually were delivered to the consignees; one instance, in 
particular, he cites, when a letter addressed ‘‘ Upper Norwood or else- 
where,” was given up to the addressee, on the top of a stage coach in 


Wales. 


REPRINTS. 


One of the greatest difficulties of a collector is mentioned in the heading of 
this article—the philatelist is told to have nothing to do with them, that 
they are not really stamps, and that the scientific collector should totally 
abjure them. On the other hand, if he determine to renounce them, there 
are many stamps that he will never find represented in his album: the 
collectors who possess original sets of the first issue of Natal, and of the 
pair of stamps issued for Ré ‘union, are very few and far between. To come 
down to stamps of much more common occurrence, it is really not often 
that one sees in a collection original used copies of the provisional series 
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for Parma, of the stamps of Romagna, of the Austrian newspaper labels, 
or of the first issue for New Granada. 

This latter fact may perhaps be partly accounted for, by remembering 
that when a person commences collecting, he is not very particular what 
he puts into his book, provided it is a stamp, and having purchased his 
reprint, because it is cheaper than a used copy, and looks prettier, he places 
it in his collection and has done with it; by-and-bye when he finds out 
that it is comparatively worthless, he still keeps it in his album because he 
has it, and prefers to spend his money on something that is not already 
represented in his collection. 

Some people have asserted that a collector should have both originals 
and reprints in their albums, the former because they are the original 
stamps, and the latter as showing the last state of the die, but, if this th 1eOry 
were carried out fully, it would lead tv the endless multiplication of 
specimens, and would cause much expense to the collector, with quite dis- 
proportionate gain to the science of Philately. It is true that in some in- 
stances the die presents much difference after wear (for instance, the pro- 
visional Parmas, in the originals the centre line of the three forming the 
border of the stamp is very nearly in the middle of the other two, in the 
reprints through much use, it is thrown a good deal nearer the outside line, 
it is just probable that the plate has been re-touched) ; but, after all, the 
originals are the real things that have been used and issued for postage, 
and anyone possessing these would scarcely care for a re-impression, and that 
a deteriorated éne also: a collector of engravings might as well covet the 
possession of proof impressions and blurred copies of the same plate. 

f we just examine one or two stamps that have been reprinted, we shall 
be able to fix a more just value on re-impressions than is generally placed. 

Avusrria.—The rare (used) originals of the 1 kr. and 4 kr. newspaper 
stamps have been reprinted, perhaps there are not half-a-dozen unused 
originals in existence, so that amateurs may be certain that any unused 
copies offered them are reprints, there is a freshness, too, about the re prints 
which at once betrays them, the originals present a “ mellow ” appearance. 

Baitish Gutana.—The stamps of 1851 and 1853 have both been re- 
printed, the former is a first-rate impression, the texture of paper and the 
colours are both nearly exact, but the reprinters have perforated many of 
the reprints ; it is needless to say that no originals were perforated, and 
that no unused specimens of the large rectangles are obtainable. As to the 
1853 issue, the paper of the reprints is ‘much too thin, that of the 
original is thick and hard; besides this, the corners of the originals present 
two varieties, the reprints are from only one plate. 

Natav. Collectors may be quite sure that all unused copies of the first 
issue for this country are reprints, the stamps have been re-impressed very 
carefully, and are really good substitutes for the rare originals; the reprints 
themselves have never been very common, and we think we may say, that this 
is one of the very few cases in which a reprint is allowable in a collection. 
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Parma, Mopena, Romacna.—These countries’ stamps have all been re- 
printed. Some of them, as genuine originals are really uncommon, as a rule, 
those issued for postal use, were on thicker paper than the reprinted ones. 
Though this is not always a safe test, however, enough has been said to 
show collectors the advisability of procuring cancelled copies of the stamps 
issued by these States, especially when they remember the regular trade that 
has been made by the literal manufacturing of Parma and Modena “ errors ;”’ 
let uo collector accept one of those without it bears an indubitable post mark. 

A list of the countries whose stamps have been reprinted, would be a 
very tedious affair, and would, without much particularization, be of little 
use; we trust that collectors who have perused the above remarks will 
come to the same conclusion as ourselves, that there is, in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred, some difference between a reprint and its original, which 
makes the former unworthy a place in the collection of a true philatelist, not 
even as a variety, and that reprints should consequently only be admitted tem- 
porarily (if indeed then), into one’s album, until an original can be procured. 

One circumstance, perhaps, tends more than any other to encourage re- 
printers; it is this—many collectors have a great longing and penchant for 

‘unused ” stamps, and would prefer to place a reprint in their albums, 
rather than an original, because they can obtain the former unused. We 
think this idea is carried much too far, one fine used original, in our eyes, 
is worth a hundred reprints, and if the former is unattainable, we prefer to 
dispense with the stamp altogether, rather than substitute for it what is 
but at the very best only an approximate representation. If collectors were 
to make up their minds only to collect genuine cancelled originals, the re- 
printers’ trade, for that is what it has become, would soon be at an ‘end. 


RETROSPECTIVE AND PROSPECTIVE. 


We have much pleasure in presenting this, the last number of the first 
volume of the English edition of “The American Journal of Philately,” to 
our readers. 

During the past year our editorial labours have been lightened and 
rendered pleasant by the numerous letters expressive of satisfaction that 
we have received from every part of the kingdom: it has been but very 
rarely that anything but a suggestion (for w vhich we are alw ays grateful) 
has reached us, which would show that our magazine was not in all respects 
what our subscribers would wish. Our contemporaries have not, we must 
say, been very generous, very lenient, or very courteous to us; indeed, so 
strongly have we occasionally felt on this subject, that we had at one time 
almost concluded to discontinue the “exchange” copies; however, on 
deliberation, we abandoned the idea, trusting that time (that great leveller 
and smoother of all differences) would bring with it more genial and friendly 
feelings. We can, we think, say that on but few occasions have we been 
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the first to array our: nies he battle ; it has ever been our wish to be on 
the best- terms with our con/réres, and we believe that in time to come a 
better understanding will exist. 

As regards the future, the notice that appears on this page concerning 
the fortnightly issue of the journal will, we have little doubt, give un- 
qualified pleasure to our subscribers; and we can assure them that our 


efforts to obtain early information of new issues and accurate particulars of 


all Philatelic matters will continue unabated in their behalf. 

In the course of the new year we shall have the pleasure of publishing 
in this magazine many original articles by writers of much ability in this 
fascinating pursuit. Mr. Scott, our publisher, will from time to time give 
us the benefit of his great attainments, the result of years of study in that 
difficult department—the United States Locals and Confederate Provisionals, 
—and several interesting papers have been promised by writers both in this 
country and in the States. Our coloured illustrations, the feature of our 
magazine, originally introduced by us into England, will be continued, as 
we find that this has been thoroughly appreciated by our readers. 


SPECIAL NOTICE, 

IN COMPZYING WITIZ THE WISH EXPRESSED IN. NUMEROUS 
LETTERS FPOM SUBSCRIBERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, ASKING US 
TO ISSUE A FORTNIGHTLY EDITION OF THIS JOURNAL, WE HAVE 
ONLY ONE CLOUD ON OUR FIRMAMENT, THIS IS, THAT IT CAN- 
NOT COMMENCE AT ONCE. WH SHALL HAVE THE GiEATEST 
PLEASURE IN ACCEDING TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS WISHES; 
BUT THE FORTNIGHTLY ISSUE CANNOT COMMENCE UNTIL 
FEBRUARY; IT MAY BE, NOT UNTIL MARCH. 


THE SUBSCRIPTION WILl REMAIN THE SAME, VIZ: 2/6 A 
YEAR. FOR THIS SUM EACH SUBSCRIBER WILL RECHIVE TWO 
COPIES EVERY MONTH; SINGLE COPIES WILL BE CHARGED 34a. 
AS HHRETOFPORE. WE MAKE THIS ARRANGEMENT PARTLY IN 
LTHU OF THE UNCANCELLED STAMP WITH EACH NUMBER, 
AND THE CHANCE OF A PRIZE; AND PARTLY AS A NATURAL 
CONSEQUENCE OF A WIDELY INCREASED CIRCULATION. 


QUR NOTICES OF NEWLY ISSUED STAMPS, AND ANSWERS TO COR. 
RESPONDENTS, ARE UNAVOIDABLY CROWDED OUT THIS MONTH. 


Fy 











